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Despite  negative  publicity  stemming  from  a  recent  incident,  James  Lick  Middle  School  can  point  to 
rising  test  scores,  committed  teachers,  active  parents,  and  creative,  well-disciplined  students.  Here, 
Principal  Michael  Eddings  chats  with  students  on  James  Lick’s  playground.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


James  Lick 
School  Takes 
Another  Hit 

Attempted  Poisoning  of 
Teacher  Results  in 
Arrest  of  Four  Students 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

It  isn’t  always  easy  to  be  13  years  old. 
And  it’s  been  especially  hard  to  be  13 — 
or  12  or  14 — in  Noe  Valley  lately. 

For  several  months  last  year,  a  conflict 
between  a  Noe  Valley  merchant  and  stu¬ 
dents  at  James  Lick  Middle  School  held 
sway  in  this  newspaper.  Students,  who’d 
been  branded  as  shoplifters  on  24th 
Street,  spoke  out  about  being  punished  as 
a  group  for  the  actions  of  a  few.  Teachers 
and  parents  wrote  to  defend  the  merits  of 
public  school  and  to  expound  on  the  joys 
and  pitfalls  of  adolescence.  While  no  one 
denied  that  a  few  students  had  made  mis¬ 
takes,  they  begged  Voice  readers  not  to 
dismiss  James  Lick  students  out  of  hand. 

Now,  in  the  aftermath  of  a  much  more 
disturbing  incident  at  the  school,  James 
Lick  finds  itself  once  again  reeling  from 
media  exposure  and  scrambling  to  pick 
up  the  pieces. 

Police  Escort  Kids  from  Classroom 

On  Thursday,  March  23,  a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  police  officer  arrested  three  eighth- 
grade  James  Lick  Middle  School  stu¬ 
dents,  two  girls  and  a  boy,  in  front  of  their 
classmates.  The  officer  read  them  their 
Miranda  rights  and  led  them  out  of  the 
building.  A  fourth  student  turned  herself 

The  Versatile 
Noe  Venable 

Diamond  Street 
Musician  Is  a  Gem 

By  Joe  Quirk 

Is  there  magic  in  a  name?  Maybe  so. 
Noe  Venable  was  named  for  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  her  parents  loved.  Bom  and  raised  on 
Diamond  Street,  this  multifaceted  singer 
and  songwriter  is  one  of  the  undiscovered 
treasures  of  San  Francisco. 

Only  23,  Noe  Venable  is  already  a  pro¬ 
lific  artist.  She  routinely  performs  three 
hours  of  original  music.  Her  studio  al¬ 
bum,  No  Curses  Here,  released  two  years 
ago,  is  filled  with  lovely  songs  she  hardly 
ever  plays  anymore. 

Venable  performs  solo — accompany¬ 
ing  herself  on  guitar — or  with  her  acoustic 
group  (the  Noe  Venable  Trio),  or  with  her 
electric  quintet,  the  Ruiners  (“my  louder 
band”).  Sometimes  it’s  folk,  sometimes 
jazz  or  rock.  At  each  gig,  she  breaks  out 
two  or  three  “virgin”  songs,  which  she 
proclaims  need  to  be  “deflowered.” 

But  these  songs  are  in  no  sense  tossed 
off.  Each  composition  sparkles  with  fresh 
ideas.  In  fact.  I’d  put  any  15  randomly 
chosen  Noe  Venable  songs  up  against  any 


in  and  was  arrested  later  that  day. 

They  were  arrested  on  suspicion  of 
conspiracy  and  mixing  a  harmful  sub¬ 
stance  with  a  drink.  According  to  police, 
on  Friday,  March  17,  three  of  the  students 
helped  plan  and  one  actually  poured  nail 
polish  remover  into  a  teacher’s  water  bot¬ 
tle  while  the  teacher  and  most  of  the  other 
students  were  out  of  the  room.  The 
teacher,  Matthew  Podwoski,  later  took  a 
drink  from  the  bottle,  realized  it  was  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  spit  it  out  before  swallowing. 
He  was  treated  at  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  for  bums  inside  his  mouth. 

Podwoski,  who  teaches  language  and 
social  studies,  returned  to  the  classroom 
the  following  week.  In  the  days  after  the 
arrest,  the  students  were  suspended  from 
school  and  sent  to  the  Community  As¬ 
sessment  and  Referral  Center  (for  juve- 


pop  album  released  last  year. 

Venable  packs  her  music  with  inven¬ 
tion,  adding  delightful  intros,  interludes, 
codas,  even  mid-song  stories.  She  clearly 
puts  tremendous  work  into  the  minutiae 
of  her  songs.  Yet  there  is  real  spontaneity 
in  her  vocal  phrasing,  genuine  joy  in  sud¬ 
den  shifts  of  tone.  Her  voice  soars  angel¬ 
ically,  dips  mournfully,  then  growls  gut- 
turally  with  perfect  control. 

When  you  catch  one  of  her  gigs,  turn 
around  and  look  at  the  audience.  You’ll 


niles  involved  in  nonviolent  felonies). 
The  San  Francisco  School  District  later 
expelled  one  student  and  transferred  the 
others  to  three  separate  middle  schools. 

According  to  the  police,  the  boy,  who 
was  enrolled  in  Podwoski’s  language  arts 
class,  had  had  a  dispute  weeks  earlier 
with  the  teacher.  His  classmates  said  he 
then  enlisted  several  girls  in  the  same 
class  to  poison  Podwoski.  (It  was  one  of 
the  girls,  however,  who  actually  poured 
the  polish  remover  into  the  water  bottle.) 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  Exam¬ 
iner,  and  Independent  all  reported  the  ar¬ 
rest  and  details  of  the  incident.  Several  lo¬ 
cal  TV  stations  also  broadcast  the  news. 
The  Chronicle  published  the  story  on  page 
one  of  its  March  24  edition. 

‘Now  They  Hate  Us  Even  More’ 


see  slack  jaws.  Young  and  old,  tough  and 
sensitive,  everybody  in  the  room  is  under 
Venable’s  spell.  This  is  not  the  same  bar 
we  sat  down  in.  Venable’s  voice  has  trans¬ 
formed  the  room: 

Any  fool  will  tell  ya  not  to  look  at 
Toby  Mills 

On  a  day  you’ve  got  a  twinkle  in  your 
eye. 

He  got  hands  like  chew  toys  from  his 

Continued  on  Page  9 


Face  to  Face 
With  Officer 
Bill  Boniface 

Wheeling  Around 
His  Upper  Noe  Beat 

By  Alison  Pence 

Except  for  the  extra-wide  leather  belt 
with  mace,  police  radio,  and  holstered 
gun,  he  might  be  your  neighbor  out  for  a 
bike  ride.  Meet  Officer  Bill  Boniface,  the 
“beat  cop”  for  Upper  Noe  Valley. 

We  met  for  an  interview  at  Day  Street 
Park,  he  wearing  wrap-around  metallic 
blue  glasses,  shorts,  a  very  large  scrape 
on  his  leg  from  getting  caught  on  the 
Muni  tracks,  and  a  friendly  smile,  and  I 
wearing  the  expression  and  crumpled 

Continued  on  Page  7 


“I  think  adults  in  Noe  Valley  hate  us 
even  more  now,”  laments  13-year-old 
Monica,  one  of  four  James  Lick  students 
who  took  part  in  a  roundtable  discussion 
a  few  weeks  after  the  arrest.  The  students, 
some  of  whom  were  friends  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  involved,  read  the  story  clipped 
from  the  Chronicle  and  spoke  openly 
about  the  incident,  and  the  shock  waves 
it  sent  through  their  school  community. 

(The  Voice  allowed  the  students  to  use 
first  names  for  this  story.  Parents  gave  per¬ 
mission  for  their  children  to  be  quoted.) 

Mino,  14,  echoed  Monica’s  fears:  “Be¬ 
fore,  people  didn’t  have  too  much  to  point 
to.  Now  this  gives  them  an  excuse  to  say, 
'They’re  crazy.’” 

Seventh-grader  Elektra,  12,  said  she 
has  gotten  a  lot  of  questions  about  her 
school  from  other  kids.  At  first  it  made 
her  mad,  but  now  she  feels  proud.  “I  felt 
defensive  enough  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor  [at  the  Chronicle ].  And  now  I  do 
tell  people  where  I  go  to  school,  so  they 
can  see  we’re  good  kids.” 

Monica  ventured  a  new  approach: 
What  if  she  and  her  classmates  linked 
arms  and  marched  peacefully  down  24th 
Street?  “We  need  to  show  everyone  that 
we’re  okay  and  proud  of  who  we  are.” 

Principal  Calls  It  an  Isolated  Incident 

So  who  are  they?  James  Lick  enrolls 
about  500  students  in  grades  six  through 
eight.  Some  middle  schools  in  the  city  en¬ 
roll  upwards  of  1 ,200  students,  but  James 
Lick  is  on  a  par  with  other  middle  schools 
in  the  area,  such  as  Everett  and  Potrero 
Hill  Middle  School.  About  a  quarter  of 
the  students  at  James  Lick  are  African- 
American,  almost  half  are  Latino,  and  a 
little  more  than  a  tenth  are  white.  (One 
source  for  this  story  insisted  we  publicize 
the  fact  that  none  of  the  kids  involved  in 
the  poisoning  were  African-American.) 

Principal  Michael  Eddings  maintains 
that  the  vast  majority  of  James  Lick  stu¬ 
dents  are  sharp,  well-behaved  kids  who 
are  working  hard  to  achieve  success,  both 
academically  and  socially. 

“Ninety-eight  percent  of  our  kids  are 

Continued  on  Page  5 


Neighborhood  namesake  Noe  Venable  grew  up  on  Diamond  Street.  Now  the  multitalented  singer, 
songwriter,  and  performer  is  moving  out  into  the  world.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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ThankYou,  Mom.  For  us  kids.  May  14  is  this  year’s  day  to  celebrate  Mother’s  Day.  For  moms,  however,  every  day  is  mother’s  day...a  day  for  tutoring,  patience,  doctor’s  appointments,  lis¬ 
tening,  housework,  scolding,  special  snacks,  paying  the  bills,  and  wisdom  earned  the  hard  way.  Here,  Christina  Stonehouse  takes  a  breather  on  the  bench  outside  Starbucks  with  (I.  to  r.)  son 
Daniel  Timpane,  10,  daughter  Megan  Timpane,  8,  and  friend  Jenny  Rafikova,  9.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Hi  fie.  Staff  of 

A  Cut  Above  Castro 


cordiady  invites  you  to  an  Open  dCouse 

Sunday  tMay  21,  2000  9(oon  -  4  p.m. 

to  celebrate  our  one  year  anniversary 
Refreshments  Served 

1304  CASTRO  STREET  at  24th  •  641-1700 

Open  7  days  a  week  •  Mondays  by  appointment 
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SSSaa 


USDA  Choice 
Grain  Fed  Beef 


FRESHNESS  UND  QU6V>” 

guaranteed 

U  W*  MONEY  BACK' 


Farms. 


reuSRANTEED 

U  «5r  MONEY  SACK' 


COME  IN  AND  MEET  BELL  MARKET 
STORE  MANAGER  BRUCE  CONCILLA 

3950  24th  Street  (415)648-0876  Store  Hours:  6  a.m.  - 12  a.m.  Daily 


•Fine  Wines  and  Liquors 

•Hot  Entrees  and 
Party  Trays 

•Special  Occasion 
Cakes-Made  to  Order 
Call  [4151 648-0876 

•Fresh  Fish  Service  Counter 

•Joe  Pucci  & 

Sons  Seafood 


Foster  Poultry 


*  Imported  and 
Organic  Produce 

>  Aunnusidt 

^  —•  FARMS. 

Dairy  Products 

>AII  ATM  &  Major  Credit 
Cards  Accepted 


If  You  Can’t  Find  An 
Item,  Ask  Us  and 
We’ll  Get  It  For  You! 


For  Your  Convenient 
Neighborhood  Location 

Call:  Bill  I1H 


DOUBLE  COUPONS 


iln 


Manufacturer's 
Coupon  Worth  1 

Cala/Bell 
Double 
Coupon 

YOU 
SAVE 


s1.00 

-1.00 

=V.OO 


See  Store  For  Details 


We  Gladly  Accept 


DJTQftt- 


.A 


INTERLINK. 


EVERY  TUESDAY  WE 
WELCOME  SENIORS  WITH  A 


% 


5  DISCOUNT 

if  you  are  62  or  older,  you  qualify 
for  a  5%  Discount  on  all  purchases 
up  to  $100  (Tobacco/ Alcohol/Dairy 
products  excluded) ‘Proof  of  age 
required*  No  discount  shopping 
for  non  seniors 

See  Store  For  Details 


Saver  Price 


NO  CARD 
NO  GAMES 
NO  GIMMICKS 


See  Store  For  Details 
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Dear  Friends, 

Thanks  to  you  all 

for  welcoming  Cafe  J  to  the  neighborhood 
and  making  our  first  year  such  a  success. 
Our  family  and  staff  think  you’re  great! 

Since  many  of  you,  our  neighbors  and  friends, 
have  asked  us  to  be  open  for  dinner, 
we  are  pleased  to  announce  that 

our  executive  chef,  Eliscio  Soto, 

has  created  a  new  menu. 

In  addition,  although  you’ll  still  be  able  to  get 
your  coffee  drinks  quickly,  Cafe  J  will  now  offer 
full  table  service  all  day,  to  better  serve  you. 

Outside  seating  is  available,  and  the  garden  is  blooming, 
so  come  and  visit  us! 

Sincerely, 

Linnea  and  Eric  Alexanderson 
Christian  and  Jonathan  Alexanderson 
The  Cafe  J  Staff 

Open  seven  days  a  week  for  breakfast  and  lunch. 

AND,  WE  ARE  NOW  SERVING  DINNER! 

TUESDAY  THROUGH  SATURDAY,  5:30  p.m.  TO  10  p.m. 
Dinner  reservations  recommended 

Call  ahead  for  take-out 

1708  CHURCH  AT  29th 
(415)  970-2208 


CLAIRE  C.  PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


LETTERS  33C 


■  Neighborhood  Negotiations 

■  Land  Use 

■  Development 

■  City  Planning 


■  Permits  and  Appeals 

■  Variances 

■  Conditional  Uses  & 
General  Practice  of  Law 

(415)  821-1186 


Thanks,  Real  Food,  for 
Canning  Kozmo 

Editor: 

On  behalf  of  our  six  employees  at 
Video  Wave,  we  would  like  to  publicly 
thank  Dave  Kloski,  the  manager  at  Real 
Food  Company,  for  removing  the  drop¬ 
off  box  for  Kozmo.com  from  the  24th 
Street  store.  We  especially  want  to  thank 
the  employees  at  Real  Food  who  were  so 
vocal  about  their  dislike  of  the  box  and  its 
effect  on  neighborhood  business. 

It’s  really  painful  and  dehumanizing 
when  local  businesses  support  the  poten¬ 
tial  demise  of  their  neighbors.  Has  any¬ 
one  stopped  to  think  that  for  these  new 
companies,  Noe  Valley  is  nothing  more 
than  a  site  on  a  map  projected  to  draw  cer¬ 
tain  revenues?  These  companies  will  take 
the  life  force  from  the  community  and 
give  nothing  back.  They  will  never  know 
or  care  to  know  your  name,  your  chil¬ 
dren’s  names,  nor  whether  you  exist  or 
not,  except  in  terms  of  market  demo¬ 
graphics.  Their  owners  will  not  be  shop¬ 
ping  in  our  local  stores  nor  adding  to  the 
overall  ambiance  of  the  community. 

These  companies  want  more  than  just 
to  be  prosperous.  Corporate  giants  like 
Blockbuster  Video  seek  to  wipe  out 
smaller  businesses.  Sadly,  they  are  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  many  locations.  Starbucks  has 
signed  a  multimillion-dollar  deal  with 
Kozmo,  and  so  has  Amazon.com. 

These  megastores  also  secure  “sweet¬ 
heart  deals”  from  the  movie  studios  to  ob¬ 
tain  videos  at  a  rate  denied  the  indepen¬ 
dents,  making  it  impossible  for  the 
smaller  shops  to  compete.  They  also  dan¬ 
gle  a  carrot  in  front  of  the  public  through 
big-bucks  advertising,  hoping  you  will 
jump  and  bring  your  dollars  with  you. 
This  is  all  operating  on  the  assumption 
that  the  consumer  will  not  bother  to  cal¬ 
culate  that  they  can  order  their  DVDs  at 
a  cheaper  price  at  Video  Wave  or  that  they 
can  get  their  books  cheaper  at  a  local 
bookstore  than  at  Amazon.  It’s  like  some¬ 
one  who  goes  to  the  circus  but  doesn’t 
want  to  know  how  the  elephants  are  re¬ 
ally  being  treated. 

We  are  fortunate  that  our  customers  are 
intelligent  and  have  enough  vision  to  re¬ 
alize  that  their  dollar,  more  than  ever,  car¬ 
ries  a  political  as  well  as  a  philosophical 
voice.  We  are  shaping  our  own  future,  our 
community’s  future,  and  our  children’s 
future  now. 

And  to  reiterate  what  was  so  eloquently 
expressed  by  Mark  Ezarik  of  Cover  to 
Cover  in  his  response  to  an  April  letter  to 
the  editor,  it’s  not  that  small  businesses 
are  somehow  inferior  or  lagging  behind 
or  frightened  of  competition,  it’s  that  we 
are  making  conscious  choices  about  how 
to  run  our  businesses  and  we  are  not  will¬ 
ing  to  sacrifice  humanity  in  the  name  of 
“progress.”  If  anything,  this  cold,  money¬ 
grabbing  trend  is  a  regression  and  an  in¬ 
sult  to  the  dignity  of  life  and  human  rela¬ 
tionships. 

It  may  be  videos  and  books  today,  but 
whose  future  will  be  hanging  in  the  bal¬ 
ance  tomorrow? 

Gardenia  and  Alexander  Gardener 
Owners,  Video  Wave 
Castro  Street 

More  Art  for  Art’s  Sake 

Editor: 

In  your  very  nice  tribute  to  Art  Schem- 
bri  (April  2000),  you  said  he  was  in  his 
late  70s  when  he  passed  away  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  In  fact,  he  was  83. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  he  won  a 
Bronze  Star  as  a  Marine  in  the  South  Pa¬ 
cific  during  World  War  II. 

Yves  Barbero 
Dolores  Street 


Where’s  the  Organic  Beef? 

Editor: 

In  your  March  2000  story  about  dot¬ 
com  deliveries,  you  wrote: 

“Tom  Maravilla  of  MikeyTom  Market 
on  Church  Street  ...  admits  frustration 
when  he  sees  the  Webvan  truck  pull  up  to 
a  neighbor’s  house  half  a  block  from  his 
store.  ‘I  mean,  they  can  just  call  me  and 
tell  me  what  they  need,  and  I’ll  bring  it 
right  over!'  he  laughs.” 

This  comment  omits  one  crucial  point 
and  the  reason  that  my  family  uses  Web¬ 
van:  there  is  nowhere  in  Noe  Valley  to 
buy  good,  organic  meat. 

Yes,  I  regularly  walk  up  to  Real  Food 
for  the  produce.  But  red  meat,  poultry, 
fish?  Whole  Foods  is  a  long  way  across 
the  city  for  us  Noeans.  Show  me  a  Noe 
supplier  of  hormone-free  beef  and  antibi¬ 
otic-free  chicken,  and  Webvan  will  lose  a 
faithful  customer  tomorrow. 

The  Bracamonte  family 

Neighborhood  Monster  Sightings 

Editor: 

I  just  read  Jeannene  Przblyski’s  article, 
titled  “‘Monster’  Homes  Creeping  Into 
Noe,”  in  the  April  issue  of  the  Voice.  As 
a  resident  of  Noe  Valley  since  1993,  I 
have  observed  the  recent  influx  of  new 
residential  development  and  applaud  Ms. 
Przybly ski’s  accurate  reporting  of  this 
discouraging  reality. 

My  own  failed  attempt  to  gain  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  city’s  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment  regarding  a  ‘monster’  in  my  own 
neighborhood  leads  me  to  believe  that  the 
city’s  building  frenzy  has  taken  prece¬ 
dence  over  solid  legislation  to  facilitate 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the 
month.  Subscriptions  are  available  at  $20  per  year 
($10  for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Most  stories  and  columns  are  also  published  on 
our  web  site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
manuscripts,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to 
Noe  Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
not  be  considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited 
contributions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 

Editorial  Office:  415-821-3324 
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Distribution:  Call  Misha  at  415-752-1726 
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in  Noe  Valley 


CITY  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Offers,  by  Popular  Demand: 

Summer  Classes  at  the 
Castro/Valencia  Campus 

Starting  Summer  2000,  classes  are  moving  to: 
James  Lick  Middle  School  |lll|r> 
1220  Noe  Street  (at  25th  Street) 

Plenty  of  Free  Parking  •  Convenient  Muni  Lines: 

J  (25th/Church),  24  (25th/Castro),  and  48  (24th/Noe)  all  stop  within  two  blocks  of  the  school 

SUMMER  2000  COURSE  OFFERINGS  INCLUDE... 

Foreign  Languages 
Spanish,  French,  Italian,  Japanese,  Chinese/Mandarin 

Fine  Arts 

Acting,  Music:  Guitar,  Jazz  History:  Musical  Traditions  of  the  African  American 

English  1A 

Health 

TaiChi 

Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Studies 
Homosexuality  in  Recent  Cinema,  Issues  in  the  Lesbian  Community 

Summer  sessions  run  June  13  through  July  27. 

Summer  classes  meet  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings.  Students  can  complete  registration 
at  the  Castro/Valencia  campus  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  classes.  For  a  complete  listing 
of  courses  and  other  information  on  CCSF,  visit  our  website:  http://www.ccsf.org 
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Students  and  Staff 
Cope  with  Latest 
Smudge  on  School’s 
Reputation 

Continued  from  Page  1 


doing  what’s  right  99  percent  of  the  time,” 
says  Eddings.  “This  situation  was  an  iso¬ 
lated  incident.” 

Eddings  finds  it  frustrating  that  the 
Chronicle  in  its  front-page  story  charac¬ 
terized  the  school  as  “troubled  by  lagging 
test  scores  and  behavior  problems.”  In  fact, 
Eddings  says,  James  Lick  students  have 
improved  their  reading  and  math  scores 
steadily  over  the  past  four  years,  and  be¬ 
havior  problems  are  not  schoolwide. 

“This  is  a  great  school,”  agrees  Adonis 
Torres,  who  taught  for  20  years  at  Mis¬ 
sion  High  before  coming  to  Lick  and  tak¬ 
ing  on  the  job  of  head  counselor.  “We  have 
a  lot  of  things  in  place  to  help  our  kids,” 
says  Torres,  citing  homework  clubs, 
gang-risk  intervention  activities,  after¬ 
school  classes  in  Capoeira  and  mer- 
rengue,  and  an  anonymous  hotline  to  re¬ 
port  student  problems. 

After  the  news  broke,  Eddings  enlisted 
the  aid  of  the  school  district’s  Health  Ser¬ 
vices  Department,  asking  the  staff  to  pro¬ 
vide  medical  information  and  counseling 
to  James  Lick’s  entire  student  body.  He 
also  sent  a  note  home  to  parents,  telling 
them  about  the  arrest  and  explaining  that 
the  incident  was  under  investigation. 

But  most  of  the  parents  had  already 
gotten  the  word. 

Teri  Cahill  lives  in  Noe  Valley  and  has 
been  an  active  James  Lick  parent  for  six 
years.  Her  14-year-old  daughter  Sadie  is 
the  second  of  her  children  to  attend  the 
school.  “When  I  heard  what  happened,  I 
just  had  a  sinking  feeling,”  Cahill  said. 

“When  I  heard  it  was  on  the  front  page 
of  the  newspaper,  I  said,  ‘My  God,  what 
kind  of  a  school  everyone  must  think  this 
is!’"  Really,  said  Cahill,  what  everyone 
should  see  is  that  mistakes  are  made,  and 
that  all  of  the  students  stand  to  learn  a  les¬ 
son  from  this  experience. 

Kids  Point  to  Scene  in  American  Pie 

So  how  does  something  like  a  poison¬ 
ing  happen  here? 

Cahill’s  daughter  Sadie,  an  eighth- 
grader,  suggests  that  maybe  the  students 
“thought  it  was  just  a  joke.” 
support,  not  only  from  his  fellow  teach¬ 
ers  at  James  Lick  but  from  the  entire 
school  district.  (Matthew  Podwoski  de¬ 
clined  to  be  interviewed  for  this  article.) 


A  chain-link  fence  notwithstanding,  James  Lick  Middle  School  is  part  of  Noe  Valley.  The  school’s 
students  need — and  want — adult  tutors,  mentors,  and  advisers,  as  well  as  donations  of  everything 
from  basketballs  to  art  supplies.  Will  Noe  Valley  respond?  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Or  perhaps  they  were  influenced  by  a 
scene  in  the  movie  American  Pie,  where 
a  student  puts  a  prescription  laxative  in 
another  student’s  “mochaccino”  drink. 
The  movie  plot  was  a  predictable  exercise 
in  bathroom  humor.  But  what  happened 
to  Podwoski  was  potentially  deadly. 

“They  must  have  thought  no  one  would 
be  hurt,”  said  Elektra. 

The  students  at  the  roundtable  discus¬ 
sion  all  claimed  that  the  students  who 
were  arrested  had  first  “copycatted”  the 
laxative  scene  in  American  Pie.  But  luck¬ 
ily,  Podwoski  had  not  drunk  from  the  cof¬ 
fee  laced  with  laxative. 

That  was  when  the  plan  escalated  to 
putting  nail  polish  remover  in  the 
teacher’s  water  bottle. 

“Those  students  did  not  understand  it 
was  not  just  a  prank,”  said  Torres.  “They 
had  a  lack  of  understanding  of  sub¬ 
stances.”  Did  he  think  the  students  would 
have  read  the  warnings  on  the  polish  re¬ 
mover  label  and  known  it  was  harmful  if 
swallowed?  “I  think  kids  this  age  are  in¬ 
ured  to  a  printed  warning.  It  just  doesn’t 
make  an  impression.” 

Immediately  following  the  arrests,  the 
staff  was  instructed  to  use  class  time  to 
talk  about  what  happened  and  how  the 
students  felt  about  it. 

The  students  said  they  were  left  with  a 
very  vivid  impression  —  of  poisonous 
substances,  of  how  much  power  they 
have  to  hurt  another  person,  and  how  so¬ 
ciety  deals  with  such  crimes. 

Teacher  Recovering  from  Ordeal 

Not  to  diminish  the  suffering  of  the 
teacher,  but  Assistant  Principal  Sue 
Scheiter  says  that  Podwoski  appears  to  be 
handling  the  situation  well.  She  notes  that 
he  has  received  a  strong  outpouring  of 


Montana  Paradise 
NCLR  Bike  Tour 
For  Lesbians 


Six-day  Hot  Springs  Bicycle  Tour  to  benefit  NCLR; 
led  by  LunaTours,  a  lesbian-owned  company 

August  20-26,  2000 


Moderate  rolling  hills,  one  mountain  pass.  234  miles. 
Novice  to  advanced  riders.  Sag  wagon  support,  inns  & 
motels,  great  scenery  including  Yellowstone. 

Trip  Price:  $1,150 
Pledge  Fundraising:  $1,000 
Space  limited  to  24  lesbians 

Register  now! 

For  detailed  info  &  to  apply: 

Call  Donna  Canali  at  415-695-2726 
E-mail:  NCLRBIKERS@aol.com 


Contrary  to  the  impression  that  may 
have  been  left  by  the  four  students’  ac¬ 
tions,  Podwoski  “is  wonderful — a  plea¬ 
sure  to  observe  in  the  classroom  and  is 
well  liked  by  the  students,”  Scheiter  says. 

Frances,  an  eighth-grader  in  Pod¬ 
woski ’s  morning  social  studies  class, 
agrees.  “I  was  shocked  [to  hear  about  the 
poisoning  try].  He’s  a  good  teacher,  and 
he ’s  always  helped  me  out.  I  mean,  no  one 
really  ‘hates  him’  hates  him.” 

Scheiter  says  that  the  rest  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  also  seem  to  be  weathering  the 
episode  well,  due  to  their  strong  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  students.  She  is  hopeful  the 
incident  will  not  create  any  lasting  fears 
about  safety  in  the  classroom. 

Parents  Talk  ‘Zero  Tolerance’ 

The  parents  may  take  a  while  longer  to 
get  over  it. 

Pat  Solis,  a  parent  of  an  eighth-grader, 
says  she  was  stunned  to  leam  that  her 
son’s  classmates  failed  to  inform  another 
adult  about  a  plan  to  poison  a  teacher. 
“Personally,”  Solis  remarks,  “I  think  be¬ 
tween  now  and  the  end  of  the  year  it 
should  be  ‘zero  tolerance’  for  any  kind  of 
prank  behavior.” 

Dianne  Platner,  whose  fifth-grader 
may  attend  James  Lick  next  year,  also 
supports  a  harder  line.  “There  is  a  case  for 
using  zero  tolerance,”  she  says.  “It’s  un¬ 
fortunate  a  child  has  to  get  to  this  point, 
but  now  that  it’s  happened,  we  have  to  do 
something  about  it.” 

Teri  Cahill,  who  works  as  a  nurse  at 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital,  also 
wants  to  make  sure  the  students  who  were 
transferred  or  expelled  get  long-term 
counseling  and  support.  “I’ve  seen  the  re¬ 
sult  of  not  getting  help.  It  can  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  come  back  up  in  life.” 


Students  Learn  Right  from  Wrong 

Meanwhile,  the  students  continue  to 
find  their  moral  bearings. 

“At  first  I  thought  the  adults  went  over¬ 
board,”  says  Mino.  “But  now  I  agree  [with 
the  public  arrest  and  expulsion].  It  totally 
taught  everybody  about  it  being  so  wrong.” 

Frances  also  approves  of  the  school 
district’s  use  of  such  harsh  discipline. 
“They  did  the  right  thing.” 

Sadie  reports  that  loose  talk  about  ar¬ 
guments  or  revenge  now  has  a  chilling  ef¬ 
fect  on  her  and  her  friends’  conversation. 
“We  could  get  in  trouble  for  just  knowing 
about  it  and  not  saying  anything!” 

It’s  Time  to  Move  On 

Laurel  Turner,  president  of  the  school’s 
PTSA  (Parent  Teacher  Student  Associa¬ 
tion),  was  also  shocked  and  saddened  by 
the  way  the  four  students  behaved  in  Mr. 
Podwoski ’s  class.  “As  parents,  it’s  very 
important  to  talk  to  our  kids  about  it,”  she 
believes. 

But  in  the  weeks  following  the  arrest. 
Turner  threw  herself  into  the  annual  tal¬ 
ent  show.  She  was  a  frequent  fixture  in  the 
school  hallways  and  auditorium,  chatting 
with  teachers  and  administrators  and 
good-naturedly  scooting  kids  to  class  af¬ 
ter  lunch,  calling  each  one  by  name.  She 
shows  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  students’ 
lives  and  the  issues  at  the  school. 

The  talent  show  she  helped  produce  in¬ 
volved  50  students  and  six  staff  members. 
This  year,  with  so  many  kids  participat¬ 
ing  and  the  addition  of  some  stunning 
scenery  made  by  the  art  classes.  Turner 
feels  it  was  one  of  the  school’s  best. 

Turner  reflects  on  the  last  two  months 
at  James  Lick,  and  sighs  heavily.  Like 
everyone  else,  she  is  hopeful  the  poison¬ 
ing  was  only  an  aberration — a  blip  on  the 
radar  screen. 

“Of  course,  everybody  will  remember 
this  terrible  thing  that  happened.  It  has 
made  us  ask  our  kids  important  questions. 
But  it’s  time  we  moved  on.” 

To  help  students  move  on  (and  up). 
Turner  invites  Noe  Valley  to  get  involved 
at  James  Lick.  Turner  lists  several  ways 
you  can  make  a  difference:  Some  students 
need  tutoring  in  reading  and  math.  The 
gardening  club  is  looking  for  an  adult 
leader.  And  the  students  in  the  after¬ 
school  program  occasionally  need  nutri¬ 
tious  snacks  ( the  school  district  can  only 
provide  lunch  leftovers).  Plus,  the  school 
could  use  donations  of  art  supplies,  board 
games,  basketballs,  even  ping-pong  balls. 

If  you  can  help,  call  the  school  at  695- 
5675  and  leave  a  message  for  Laurel 
Turner.  A  PTSA  member  will  contact  you. 


Custom  Windows 

Sc 

Exterior  Siding 


♦  Never  paint  again! 

♦  Energy  Efficient 

♦  Family-run  company 

♦  Locally-owned 

♦  Free  Estimates 

♦  Lifetime  "Warranty 
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FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


1  Q%  off 

up  to  $500.00  by  . 
mentioning  this  ad! 


HOME  RENEWAI  INn 


Call  now  for 
your  free  estimate 


California  Contractors  License  #  740587  1  -800-747-0272 
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PIZZA  RESTAURANT 

Family  Dining  Since  1972 

•  Award-Winning  Pizza  • 

Sunday  -  Thursday  11:30  am  -  11:00  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  11:30  am  -  12:00  am 

Try  Our  Delicious  Dinner  Appetizers 

Great  Variety  of  Italian  Dishes  &  Fresh  Fish 

Large  Vegetarian  Menu 

Fresh,  Creative  Salads 

All  Our  Pizzas  are  Handmade  to  Order 

Casual  Dining 

Fast,  Free  Delivery  or  Call  Ahead  for  Pick-Up 

3881  24th  Street 

Between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg 

(415)  647-1929 
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HAND  CRAFTED  FACIALS  USING  BOTANICAL  INGREDIENTS 
DEEP  PORE  CLEANSING  FACIALS 

GLYCOLIC  &  ACNE  TREATMENTS 


MAKE-UPS,  WAXING  &  TINTS 
FULL  LINE  OF  FACIAL  &  BODY  CARE  PRODUCTS 
COPPER  PEPTIDE  &  CELLEX-C®  DISTRIBUTOR 
GIFT  CERTIFICATES  AVAILABLE 
BY  APPOINTMENT:  415. 285. 4868 


Terra  Alia 

Decorative  Art  Studio 


Hand  Decorate  your  own  pottery 

No  appointment  or  experience 

necessary 

All  ages  welcome 

We  provide  all  materials 


We  also  host  birthdays,  wedding  showers,  and 
other  special  events 


New  Flat  Fee  Pricing*  Paint  All  Day  - 
Adults  $6  Monday  through  Friday 
$10  Weekends 
Kids  $4  Everyday 
*  Studio  Session  only 

Flours:  Monday  -  Saturday  11-8  p.m.  •  Sunday  11-6  p.m. 
415.642.9911  •  4037  24th  St.  •  San  Francisco 
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more  reasonable  residential  development. 

The  Planning  Department  is  in  dire  need 
of  reform;  the  city  workers  employed  by 
this  department  are  in  need  of  education 
surrounding  the  department’s  policies  so 
that  they  may  better  serve  the  public. 

Gina  Gillombardo 
Via  email 

Support  for  Moratorium 

Editor: 

I  think  Jeannene  Przyblyski  brought  up 
a  very  good  point  about  creating  some 
sort  of  moratorium  on  these  monster 
houses  in  Noe  Valley.  The  exact  same 
thing  happened  to  us  on  Vicksburg  Street, 
and  we  have  been  fighting  it  for  two 
years.  We  have  presented  our  case  to  both 
the  Planning  Commission  (Design  Re¬ 
view)  and  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals. 
We  won  on  both  occasions,  but  the  de¬ 
veloper  is  still  going  ahead  with  a  smaller 
version  of  his  grand  scheme. 

We  need  legislation  to  make  sure  these 
monsters  conform  to  the  existing  neigh¬ 
borhood  scale  and  to  give  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  some  voice  in  these  matters.  In 
other  words,  enforce  Proposition  M. 

Marvin  Hollis 
Via  email 

It’s  All  There  in  Prop.  M 

Editor: 

No  more  monster  homes!  We  need  to 
be  sure  that  the  Planning  Department  is 
made  aware  of  Prop.  M’s  restrictions  on 
buildings  that  do  not  comply  with  com¬ 
munity  standards.  The  guidelines  are  set 
out  in  this  long-fought-for  planning  tool. 

Denise  D’Anne 
Via  email 

Shelter  Funds  Better  Spent 
Elsewhere 

Editor: 

I  recently  heard  that  the  city  was  not 
only  funding  the  gay  homeless  shelter  in 
Noe  Valley  at  the  rate  of  $20,000  a  month 
(this  would  be  $2,000  per  month  per  per¬ 
son  for  a  place  to  sleep  and  a  small 
amount  of  food  and  counseling  —  if  the 
shelter  were  full),  but  had  also  agreed  to 
provide  a  van  free  of  charge. 

This  shelter  is  already  funded  for  11 
staff  for  10  clients  (and  most  nights  there 
are  far  fewer  than  10  clients).  Not  even 
daycare  centers  have  that  proportion  of 
staff  to  children. 

The  poverty  level  for  a  single  person, 
as  calculated  by  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau, 
was  $8,667  in  1999 — this  includes  full¬ 
time  shelter,  food,  etc.  The  Church  Street 
shelter,  if  it  were  full,  is  being  funded  at 
the  rate  of  $24,000  per  person  per  year 
without  even  providing  full  room  and 
board.  However,  the  shelter  is  far  from 
full,  possibly  because  these  young  adults 
are  being  bused  from  the  neighborhood 
they  wish  to  be  in  to  Noe  Valley. 

This  funding  is  being  disbursed  at  a 
time  when  there  is  insufficient  funding 
for  San  Francisco  General  Hospital  and 
for  city  mental  health  programs,  and 
while  families  with  children  are  waiting 
six  to  eight  weeks  for  shelter,  and  while 
the  sick  elderly  are  still  out  on  the  street. 
The  $60,000  total  cost  of  this  program 
could  provide  anti-viral  therapy  for  four 
persons  with  AIDS  for  a  year,  keeping 
them  alive. 

How  can  our  supervisors  justify  this  in¬ 
credible  expenditure  going  to  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  program?  Is 
it  just  that  they  provide  special  favors  for 
special  friends?  We  need  to  remind  them 
that  they  were  elected  to  represent  all  the 
people  and  to  show  proper  regard  for  the 
distribution  of  our  taxes. 

The  people  who  were  against  this  pro¬ 


posal  were  labeled  "uncaring”  or  worse. 
Smear  tactics  are  an  easy,  undemocratic 
way  to  quiet  the  voice  of  reason  and  al¬ 
low  discrimination  to  flourish. 

Rachel  Callaghan 
Via  email 

What  Would  Mother  Teresa  Do? 

Editor: 

The  Noe  Valley  homeless  shelter  is  a 
good,  kind  act  and  should  be  supported 
and  celebrated,  not  condemned  to  petty 
legal  actions. 

Perhaps  my  grandfather  was  wrong 
when  he  said  help  your  neighbors.  I  don’t 
think  he  meant  help  your  neighbors  keep 
out  other  neighbors  —  which  is  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  recent  legal  threats  toward 
the  homeless  shelter  on  Church  Street. 

I  believe  that  it  is  every  community’s 
responsibility  to  support  our  neighbors — 
even  when  they  pose  a  less  desirable  aes¬ 
thetic  to  our  eyes  or  ears. 

In  short,  young  homeless  people  need 
our  (Noe  Valley  community)  help,  and 
government — at  any  level — cannot  solve 
the  problem  alone.  We  must  take  the  lead 
and  sacrifice  our  pathetic  ideals  of  a 
utopian  community,  which  ignore  real 
problems  of  homelessness  and  misfor¬ 
tune.  The  Not  In  My  Back  Yard  (NIMBY) 
mentality  is  our  enemy.  We  as  individual 
members  of  the  Noe  Valley  community 
must  open  the  “doors”  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  the  less  fortunate.  Instead,  our  re¬ 
cent  actions,  such  as  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  legal  threats 
against  the  homeless  shelter  planned  by  a 
Noe  Valley  “association,”  reveal  our  true 
nature  to  conspire  and  plan  methods  of 
exclusivity.  Personally,  I  want  no  associ¬ 
ation  with  such  obvious  acts  of  intoler¬ 
ance.  For  relevant  examples,  please  see 
history  lesson  1 :  German  Aryan  society, 
1930s  to  1940s,  and  history  lesson  2: 
American  racism. 

One  final  thought.  Imagine  you  are 
having  iced  tea  at  Martha’s  coffee  shop 
on  Church  Street  with  Mother  Teresa 
(yes,  I  know  she  has  passed  on).  You  men¬ 
tion  that  there  is  a  homeless  shelter  across 
the  street  that  helps  young  people.  You 
also  say  that  you  would  like  her  opinion 
on  whether  to  keep  the  shelter  open,  and 
that  as  far  as  you  can  ascertain,  the  main 
problem  is  that  the  city  allowed  the  shel¬ 
ter  to  open  before  it  had  installed  a  ramp 
for  the  disabled.  To  be  fair,  you  tell 
Mother  Teresa  that  the  ramp  construction 
could  now  cause  inconveniences  for  the 
businesses  nearby. 

I  can’t  imagine  that  Mother  Teresa 
would  say,  “Close  it  down.” 

The  ultimate  irony  is  this:  The  ADA 
codes  are  there  to  give  access  to  those  in 
our  community  who  are  less  fortunate. 
And  yet  these  codes  are  being  used  to 
complete  the  opposite  mission.  This 
smacks  of  hypocrisy. 

I  would  hope  that  each  of  us  is  willing 
to  help  our  neighbors  in  need  —  even 
when  it  is  inconvenient. 

Scott  Palmer 
Via  email 

Long  Wait  for  Angel  Island 
Cabins 

Editor: 

Your  article  on  Angel  Island  [“Your 
Own  Private  Island,”  Are  We  There  Yet? 
April  2000  Voice]  was  all  well  and  good, 
but  you  need  to  tell  people  they  will  have 
to  book  seven  or  more  months  in  advance 
to  camp  on  Angel  Island  on  the  weekend. 
It’s  disappointing  to  spend  a  few  hours 
trying  to  arrange  a  trip  and  to  come  up 
with  nothing  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Joan  Herlinger 
Via  email 

Our  apologies for  the  omission,  Joan.  And 
thanks  for  alerting  us  to  the  delay.— Ed. 
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Ingleside  Station’s  Bill  Boniface  rides  the  Upper  Noe  bike  beat  His  job’s  easier,  Boniface  notes,  when 
neighbors  are  forthcoming  with  information  about  what’s  going  on  in  the  ’hood.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


The  Friendly  Face 
Of  Officer  Boniface 

Continued  from  Page  1 

clothes  of  a  woman  who  had  just  wres¬ 
tled  two  2-year-olds  to  the  ground. 

Bom  in  Missouri  and  raised  in  Wash¬ 
ington  State,  Officer  Boniface  is  married 
and  lives  in  Concord.  He  commutes  on 
BART  to  Balboa  Park,  then  walks  to  the 
Ingleside  Police  Station  off  San  Jose  Av¬ 
enue.  He  has  been  on  the  San  Francisco 
police  force  for  29  years.  It  was  his  first 
job  out  of  the  Police  Academy.  The 
BART  stations  were  his  first  detail.  Over 
the  years,  he  has  worked  at  Northern  Po¬ 
lice  Station  (in  the  Fillmore)  and  for  the 
Traffic  Accident  Investigation  Bureau. 

Five  years  ago.  Officer  Boniface  came 
to  Ingleside  and  started  in  “the  school  car.” 
This  is  the  patrol  that  goes  to  all  of  the 
schools  and  responds  to  school  incidents. 
He  also  supervised  the  Orange  Belts,  the 
eighth-grade  school  crossing  guards.  He 
has  been  riding  his  bike  and  walking  the 
beat  in  Upper  Noe  for  about  a  year. 

“I  put  in  12  to  25  miles  a  day  working 
from  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday,”  he  says.  His  turf  extends  from 
Bosworth  to  Diamond  and  from  30th 
Street  to  Cesar  Chavez. 

“Most  of  my  route  is  along  the  business 
corridors  [like  outer  Church  Street],  be¬ 
cause  that’s  where  I’m  needed.  I  try  not 
to  insulate  myself  from  businesses  by  just 
riding  by.  I  often  get  off  my  bike  so  that 
the  shop  owners  can  talk  with  me.” 

He  also  covers  a  section  of  Mission 
Street  and  may  spend  close  to  half  his  time 
there  because  it  “generates  more  reports.” 

Officer  Boniface,  55,  takes  the  title  of 
Peace  Officer  seriously.  “I  love  being  out¬ 
side  in  the  fresh  air  and  talking  to  people. 
I  feel  it’s  my  job  to  get  to  know  people  in 
the  community  so  that  I  can  resolve  con¬ 
flicts  more  effectively.” 

The  downside,  he  goes  on  to  say,  is  that 
people  don’t  want  to  get  involved,  they 
are  suspicious  or  afraid  of  the  police,  and 
some  even  commit  crimes. 


What  are  the  worst  crimes  in  his  part 
of  Noe  Valley? 

“The  strong-arm  robbery  where  the  crim¬ 
inal  preys  on  the  weak,”  Boniface  says. 
“It’s  awful  when  an  old  lady  falls  and 
breaks  her  hip  during  a  purse  snatching.” 

Traffic  is  also  an  area  where  residents 
need  to  exercise  caution.  “Red  light  run¬ 
ners  and  stop  sign  gunners  endanger  us 
all,  especially  pets  and  children.  So  be 
aware  and  travel  in  pairs.” 

Boniface,  like  other  officers,  struggles 
with  the  issue  of  homelessness.  Balanc¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  panhandlers  with  those 
of  residents  and  merchants  can  be  a  high- 
wire  act.  Store  owners  often  call  him  for 
assistance  in  rousing  sleepers  from  their 
stoops.  Usually  there  are  no  problems,  he 
says,  but  sometimes  —  particularly  in 
cases  of  intoxication  or  urinating  in  pub¬ 
lic — he  has  to  make  an  arrest. 

Another  tough  assignment  in  this 
neighborhood  is  enforcing  the  leash  law. 
“If  I  had  a  clear  message  from  the  com¬ 
munity,  it  would  make  my  job  easier,”  he 
says,  referring  to  the  current  tug-of-war 
over  dogs  on  the  grass  at  Day  Street  Park. 

When  it  comes  to  graffiti  and  vandal¬ 
ism,  Boniface  is  truly  dedicated.  “If  some¬ 
one  could  tell  me  where  and  when,  I  would 
camp  out  all  night  to  make  an  arrest.” 

Asked  if  he  has  any  special  requests  for 
Noe  Valleyans,  he  says  yes,  please  report 
all  crimes,  and  keep  an  eye  out  for  your 
neighbors.  “Ninety  percent  of  my  good 
arrests  are  because  the  public  gave  me  in¬ 
formation.  They  make  me  look  good.” 

Witnesses  and  victims  ought  not  to  be 
afraid  for  their  safety,  he  says.  “Bad  guys 
don’t  retaliate.” 

Ruggedly  handsome  and  deeply  tanned, 
Officer  Boniface  must  have  a  beauty  se¬ 
cret.  So  I  inquired,  “What  kind  of  sun¬ 
screen  do  you  wear?”  “None,”  he  replied. 
“I’m  sorry,”  I  said,  “but  given  your  occu¬ 
pation  and  considering  your  age.  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  write  you  a  ticket.”  □ 

If  you’d  like  to  speak  with  Officer  BUI 
Boniface  about  a  community  problem,  call 
Ingleside  Police  Station  at  553-1603. 
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Fresh  Cut  Flowers,  Floral  Supplies,  Dried  Flowers,  Wreaths  and  Unique  Gifts 
Deliveries  and  Wire  Service  Available 
Weddings  •  Funerals  •  Parties  •  Corporate  Accounts 
Wreath  classes  given — Call  for  the  schedulel 

1504  CHURCH  (AT  27TH)  824-4470  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


RFAL  ESTATE 

The  Highest  Price 
Isn't  always  the 
strongest  offer 

By  Shari  Malone,  Zephyr  Real  Estate 

Keep  in  mind  that  it  is  NOT  always 
the  highest  priced  offer  that  is  the 
strongest  offer.. .43%  of  escrows  in  San 
Francisco  County  are  cancelled.  Sellers 
need  to  be  aware  of  the  pitfalls  to  a 
successful  close  of  escrow.  Sellers 
should  also  be  alert  to  opportunities 
the  buyers  may  have  allowed  them¬ 
selves  to  renegotiate  the  price  or 
terms. 

In  addition  to  price,  the  following  are 
just  some  of  the  key  elements  to  eval¬ 
uate  in  competing  offers. 

(1)  Source  of  funds:  even  though  a 
buyer  may  be  preapproved,  if  his  loan 
funds  are  coming  from  a  poorly  diver¬ 
sified  stock  portfolio  —  he  could  lose 
his  down  payment  prior  to  escrow. 

(2)  Length  of  time  the  buyer  has  to 
cancel  or  renegotiate  the  terms  is  criti¬ 
cal.  It  is  not  wise  to  accept  an  offer 
without  the  buyer  having  completed 
his  own  inspections  --  but  the  buyer 
could  get  his  inspections  completed 

prior  to  making  the  offer,  therefore 


removing  the  possibility  that  they 
could  cancel  or  try  to  renegotiate  the 
price  based  on  inspections. 

(3)  If  the  purchase  offer  is  subject  to 
the  property  qualifying  for  a  loan,  and 
the  lender's  appraisal  of  the  property 
is  lower  than  the  contract  price,  the 

buyer  may  cancel  or  attempt  to  rene¬ 

gotiate  the  price. 

(4)  If  the  agent  representing  the  buyer 
has  a  reputation  for  meeting  dead¬ 
lines,  finding  creative  win-win  solu¬ 
tions  to  problems  and  closing  transac¬ 
tions,  the  chances  that  the  escrow  will 
close  are  strengthened. 

(5)  If  there  is  a  provision  allowing  you 
to  stay  in  your  home  after  close  of 
escrow,  the  cost  of  any  rent  back  pro¬ 
vision  will  impact  the  net  proceeds 
from  the  sale.  If  the  cost  of  renting 
your  home  after  close  of  escrow  is  the 
new  buyer's  PITI  (principal,  interest, 
taxes  &  insurance)  you  might  desire  a 
limit  on  the  amount  of  their  PITI  (in 
case  the  buyer  changes  the  terms  on 
their  loan). 

(6)  A  high  earnest  money  deposit  com¬ 
bined  with  few  contract  conditions, 
strengthens  a  purchase  offer. 

(7)  A  buyer  needs  to  be  emotionally 
qualified  in  addtion  to  financially 
qualified.  A  buyer  who  is  enthusiastic 
and  committed  to  your  home  is  less 
likely  to  try  to  renegotiate  any  of  the 
terms,  and  is  more  likely  to  close 
escrow. 

Shari  Malone  has  represented  buyers 
and  sellers  of  real  estate  for  over  25 
years.  She  is  in  the  top  1/2  of  1%  of 
Realtors,  nationwide.  If  you  have 
questions,  she  invites  your  call  or 
email.  415-695-0552  xl35  or 
ShariMalone@Zephynre.com 

-ADVERTISEMENT  - 


Garden 
Design  and 
Construction 


415  642  5800 
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(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 

@  @  @  @  @ 

SPECIALIZINQ  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 
*  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  *  MILANO:  Qrilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  *  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 

@  ©  ©  @  @ 

CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATINQ  OVER  90 

*  OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m.  SUNDAY  -  THURSDAY  *  8:00  a.m.  —  11 :00  p.m.  FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY  * 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 
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Danu's  family  is  confident,  dedicated  and  committed 
/”!  v  to  creating  and  prc 
,\  4  healing  enviror' 

\  v  ^  |for  each  indivic 
Allow  us  to  nourish  your 
at  Noe  Valley's  best 

May  2000  Dan 

Free  paraffin  dip  with  JSy^itial  color) 

Get  a  free  custom  oil  blend  with  any  massage! 
Receive  a  free  eyebrow  arpti  with  any  60-90  min.  facial! 
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1478  A  Church  St.  /  27th 
415.643.4405 


GRAND  OPENING 

The  Pickled  Hutch 
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Fine  Antiques  and  Home  Decor 

Vintage  Linens  and  Lace  Curtains  by  Lady  Sybil 

Consignment  and  Estate  Services 
Now  in  stock: 

A  Variety  of  1 9th  Century  Furniture 
Mirrors  •  Lamps  •  Pottery 
Glassware 

...and  more. 


1605  Church  at  28th  Street 

San  Francisco  94131 

(415)  641-8875 


Open  Wednesday  -  Friday  1 1:30  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Saturday  &  Sunday  11:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
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Under  the  Spell  of 
Noe  Venable 


Continued  from  Page  1 


work  on  the  machines, 

And  he  waters  them  like  roses  when 
he  cries. 

And  check  out  the  interplay  of  mean¬ 
ings  and  rhythms  here: 

overripe  underage  spin  me  a  whirl 
you  with  your  face  like  a  lemon  in 
pain 

moon  is  a  coin  to  be  spent  on  a  girl 
come  to  inebriate  out  of  the  rain 

days  i  have  violined  tragic  and  crass 
weepingly  bowing  the  people  i’d  meet 
but  now  all  the  music  is  here  in  my 
glass 

three  sips  from  the  bottom  one  drink 
to  the  street 

blackberry  patch,  stripteasing  your 
leaves... 

Last  January,  Venable  recorded  two 
dozen  songs  live  at  Mo’s  Melody  Man¬ 
sion,  the  basement  playland  of  “New 
Folk”  ringleader  Tom  Meshishenek,  who 
played  guitar  on  Venable’s  last  album. 
Venable  was  accompanied  by  her  trio: 
classically  trained  violinist  Alan  Lin,  who 
plays  a  wide  array  of  genres,  and  acoustic 
bass  player  Todd  Sickafoose,  a  jazz  com¬ 
poser  in  his  own  right.  (Venable  painted 
the  cover  for  Sickafoose ’s  new  power¬ 
house  CD,  Dogs  Outside.) 

Lin  and  Sickafoose  are  accomplished 
session  men  from  opposite  sides  of  West¬ 
ern  music.  Both  focus  on  Venable’s  gui¬ 
tar  and  voice  with  a  concentration  bor¬ 
dering  on  reverence.  It  is  Venable  who 
plays  to  the  crowd. 

Venable’s  stage-sense  comes  from  her 
training  as  an  actress  under  George  Coates’ 
tutelage.  At  16,  she  played  Puck  in  Shake¬ 
speare’s  A  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream,  a 
play  she  would  later  direct.  Her  narrative 
sense  comes  from  her  experience  as  a 
playwright.  At  the  moment,  she  makes 
her  living  writing  children’s  versions  of 
classic  books.  (She  just  finished  Little 
Women  and  Black  Beauty.  “I  try  to  cut 
them  to  smithereens  and  yet  still  preserve 
their  souls,”  she  says.)  But  her  songwrit¬ 
ing  is  all  precise  puppetmaking,  another 
of  the  many  arts  in  which  Venable  excels. 

Venable  doesn’t  take  the  stage,  she  just 
sort  of  wanders  on,  then  looks  at  the  au¬ 
dience  with  an  affectionate  comradeship. 
(Once  she  was  wearing  mismatched 
stockings.) 

Have  you  ever  stared  at  a  performer? 
Get  ready  to  be  stared  at  right  back.  Never 
have  I  seen  a  performer  maintain  such  a 
disarming  eye  contact  with  her  audience. 

She  strums  her  guitar,  she  opens  her 
-mouth,  and  every  conversation  in  the 
room  stops  dead.  I  have  yet  to  see  Noe 
Venable  finish  an  opening  song  without 
hearing  some  newcomer  in  the  audience 
murmur,  “Wow.” 

A  kid  I  know  got  frozen  making 
angels  in  the  snow. 

They  pulled  her  out  and  buried  her  as 
if  she  died  in  prayer. 

The  funeral  was  fitting;  there  was 
nobody  there. 

Now  if  teachers  burned  your  walking 
shoes,  then  barefoot  you  must  go. 

Venable  spent  time  as  a  traveling  min¬ 
strel  in  Europe,  where  she  consumed  the 
rich  song  traditions.  She  says  the  music 
is  so  palpable  that  “even  the  dogs  know.” 
But  for  all  her  musicality,  Venable’s  core 
sensibility  is  that  of  a  folk  storyteller.  In 
fact,  she  can’t  get  through  a  set  without 
putting  down  her  guitar  and  announcing 
with  glee,  “I  wanna  tell  a  story!” 

She  begins  to  speak,  the  musicians 
start  to  set  the  mood,  and  Venable  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  dump  her  chest  of  gems.  She 


Her  between-song  banter  gets  the  crowd 


Where  to  See  Noe 

Singer  Noe  Venable  is  fresh  from 
the  Best  of  San  Francisco  Acoustic 
Tour,  playing  in  April  and  May  in 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Washington,. D.C.,  and  five  other 
cities  on  the  East  Coast.  To  check 
her  current  schedule,  visit  her  web 
site  at  www.zot.net.  Meanwhile,  here 
are  three  upcoming  Venable  gigs  in 
and  around  San  Francisco: 

Saturday,  May  20, 8:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Venable  Trio  (Noe  Venable, 
vocals,  guitar;  Todd  Sickafoose, 
acoustic  bass;  Alan  Lin,  violin) 

Noe  Valley  Music  Series,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd; 
415-454-5238.  Tickets,  $12  advance/ 

$14  at  the  door,  available  at 
Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street 

Sunday,  June  4, 8  p.m. 

Noe  Venable  and  the  Ruiners 
(electric  quintet) 

Cafe  Du  Nord,  2170  Market  Street 
at  Sanchez;  415-861-5016 


Q  O  V  K  M  €  T 


f 


Best  Hamburgers 

San  Francisco  Chronicle  Readers’  Choice  ‘98  &  ‘99 
Oakland  Tribune  Readers’  Choice  ‘98 


$3  Off  coupon 


Buy  one  burger  &  get  $3  off  a  2nd  burger  of  equal  or  lesser  value. 

Expires  5-31-00 

Dine  in  only.  One  coupon  per  couple. 

Cannot  be  combined  or  redeemed  for  cash. 


Sunday,  June  11  (call  for  time ) 

Noe  Venable  and  the  Ruiners 
Sweetwater,  153  Throckmorton  Avenue, 
Mill  Valley;  415-388-2820 


4138  24th  St.  S.F.  between  Castro  &  Diamoni 
415-282-7770 


Noe  Venable’s  various  incarnations  (singing  solo,  or  fronting  an  acoustic  or  electric  band)  will  visit  various  local  venues  in  the  next  few  weeks, 
including  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series,  Cafe  du  Nord,  and  Sweetwater.  Photo  by  Nojib  Joe  Hakim 


prowls  the  stage,  showering  the  crowd 
with  weird  turns  of  phrase  and  sudden 
comic  moments  of  acrobatic  poetry.  Her 
face  twists  through  such  Harlequin  ex¬ 
tremes  of  expression,  she  seems  like  a 
psychotic  elf  come  to  warn  us  mortals  of 
some  spiritual  apocalypse.  Puck,  her  old 
role,  is  alive! 

I’ll  be  mulling  over  which  razor  to 
buy!  To  raze  myself  slick  as  an  eel  in 
the  fountain  of  youth!  Soft  as  a  new 
lamb  with  ears  perked  up  white  and 
wide!  My  dawns  will  dress  in  their 
winter  clothes,  their  hurricanes  and 
rain,  when  you  press  up  against  the 
frosty  pain,  crowned,  this  time,  with 
waving  insects,  for  we  two  shall  suck 
on  sweet  memories  of  living  days! 

For  all  her  cocksure  display,  Venable 
does  not  reveal  her  whole  self  in  her  crys¬ 
talline  songs.  You  come  away  feeling  that 
you  know  her  cavernous  imagination,  but 
not  that  you  know  her.  I’m  not  important, 
her  music  seems  to  say.  This  is. 

While  tuning  her  guitar,  she  says,  “This 
is  called  ‘Tuning.’”  Then  adds,  “It’s  a 
cover.” 


laughing.  She  says  the  waving  arms  in  the 
front  row  of  a  packed  house  look  like 
“kelp,”  warns  about  what  happens  when 
“good  cars  happen  to  bad  people,”  then 
confounds  her  audience  with  a  deadpan 
statement  so  enigmatic  it  sounds  like  Zen. 
Then  she  springs  a  song  on  her  musicians 
they’ve  never  heard  before,  and  after  some 
entertaining  panic  they  rise  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  with  a  synergy  that  seems  telepathic. 

Noe  Venable  was  the  type  of  kid  who, 
suicidally,  went  to  Everett  Middle  School 
dressed  as  a  seahorse  for  Halloween,  so 
she  knows  what  it’s  like  to  get  taunted  for 
being  different.  But  it  takes  determination 
to  turn  weirdo  into  special. 

Now,  triumphant  in  her  uniqueness, 
Venable  seems  proud  of  her  wry  wit  and 
impish  smile,  or  as  she  sings  it,  her  “moon 
of  pearls.”  Her  first  album  may  be  called 
No  Curses  Here ,  but  between  poems  about 
dragonflies  and  a  lobster’s  “black  caviar 
eyes,”  Venable  curses  like  a  sailor. 

However,  she’s  not  as  tough  as  she 
pretends  she  is.  Venable’s  smartassery  is 
charming  precisely  because  she  knows 


that  we  know  it  is  also  “a  cover.”  When 
she  sings,  her  face  betrays  her.  It  over¬ 
flows  with  wonder.  In  Venable’s  shining 
eyes,  you  can  still  see  the  kid  who  might 
show  up  dressed  as  a  seahorse. 

Her  live  recording,  Down  Easy,  will  be 
out  this  month.  And  on  May  20,  Venable 
will  perform  a  CD-release  concert  with 
her  trio  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Go.  You’ll  be 
waving  your  arms  like  kelp.  □ 

Joe  Quirk  is  the  author  o/The  Ultimate 
Rush  (St.  Martin's  Press,  1998),  a  best¬ 
selling  cyberthriller  about  a  roller-blad¬ 
ing  messenger  in  San  Francisco. 
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RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 


Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 


Open  for  lunch  and  dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  am  -  9:15  pm 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  am  -  10  pm  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  pm 


Visalli  &  Son 
Hardwood  Floors 


REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

CA  LIC.  #594759 


SINCE  1976 


3  COAT  FINISHES 
FREE  ESTIMATES 

(415)  586-0307 
PETER  VISALLI 


Color  Touch 

PAINTING  AND  DECORATING 


WHEN  QUALITY  IS 
THE  #1  PRIORITY! 


Fine  Interior  and  Exterior  Painting 
Color  Consultations 
Drywall  Repair 
Water  &  Earthquake  Damage 
Lacquer,  Staining, 

Faux  &  Specialty  Finishes 
LIC  #  698  327 

TODD  WORSFOLD 

Owner 
(415)  452-9199 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Members:  National 
Association  of  Enrolled 
Agents 


•Individual  • Tax  Planning 

•Business  Returns  •Prior  Year  Returns 
•Electronic  Filing  •Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 


"Sue 
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Make  the  best  choice... 
Call  Sue  Borsian 


Sue  Borsian 

BJ  DROUBI  REAL  ESTATE 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


PAPER 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Counter  Cards  50%  Off 
Year  Round! 

Up  to  70%  Off! 

Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Stickers 
Plush  Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise  •  Toys  and  Gifts 
Stationery  •  Bulk  Paper  Goods 

Visit  our  Bargain  Basement  for  even  Greater  Values ! 

Cards  &  Gifts  for 
Mother's  Day 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday,  10  am  -  6  pm  •  Sunday,  noon  -  5  pm 

1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street,  next  to  Walgreen's)  643-9954 


/ 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Look  for  the  Man  with 
The  Missing  Shoe 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

The  good  news  is  that  my  part  of  Noe 
Valley  reported  no  robberies  during  the 
month  of  March  and  none  the  first  week 
of  April.  However,  there  were  two  rob¬ 
beries  in  the  second  week  of  April. 

A  25-year-old  man  was  robbed  at  gun¬ 
point  by  two  men  in  their  20s  as  he 
walked  on  24th  Street  near  Guerrero  on 
Saturday,  April  8,  at  12:40  a.m.  The 
walker  was  approached  from  behind  by 
the  robbers,  who  demanded  money  and 
threatened  to  harm  him  if  he  did  not  com¬ 
ply.  When  he  removed  his  wallet  and 
handed  over  his  money,  one  robber  grabbed 
for  the  wallet,  now  empty  of  cash.  The 
man  reflexively  pulled  the  wallet  away,  at 
which  point  the  robber  produced  a  hand¬ 
gun  and  struck  him  on  the  head. 

The  two  suspects  then  ran  to  a  white 
four-door  car,  and  jumped  in  and  fled 
north  on  Guerrero.  The  man  who'd  been 
mugged  walked  to  24th  and  Church, 
where  he  reported  the  robbery  to  police. 

In  the  second  robbery,  a  51 -year-old 
woman  sustained  a  scrape  to  her  forehead 
when  she  struggled  with  a  20-year-old 
man  who  had  snatched  her  purse  on  Sun¬ 
day,  April  9,  at  about  2  p.m. 

The  woman  was  walking  east  on  22nd 
Street  toward  Castro  when  she  felt  a  tug 
on  her  shoulder  bag  and  turned  to  see  a 
man  yanking  on  the  bag.  In  the  ensuing 
struggle,  both  the  man  and  the  woman  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  her  forehead  was 
scraped.  Still,  she  managed  to  wrest  a 
sneaker  from  the  man’s  foot  as  he  took  off 
with  her  purse  and  ran  to  a  waiting  tan  car, 
which  fled  north  on  Noe  Street. 

Although  the  suspects  in  these  two  in¬ 
cidents  were  not  caught,  witnesses  pro¬ 
vided  the  vehicles’  license  plate  numbers 
to  police  (good  work,  deputies).  The  Rob¬ 
bery  Detail  is  now  investigating  both  cases. 

Belligerent  Bingo  Player 

In  a  rather  unusual  incident,  an  89- 
year-old  woman  was  assaulted  by  a  59- 
year-old  man  on  Saturday,  March  1 1 ,  at 
10  a.m.,  while  they  were  playing  bingo  at 
St.  Philip's  Church  Hall  at  Diamond  and 
Elizabeth  streets.  The  man  apparently  be¬ 
came  angry  with  the  woman  when  she 
asked  him  not  to  sit  near  her.  He  used  an 
object,  possibly  a  soda  can,  to  strike  the 
woman  in  the  eye,  causing  her  eyelid  to 
swell.  The  woman  was  seen  by  city  para¬ 
medics,  who  came  to  the  hall.  Officer  Ben 
Manning  responded  as  well  and  gave  the 
man  a  citation  to  appear  in  court. 

Headbutting  SUV  Owner 

On  Wednesday,  March  29,  at  10  p.m., 
a  30-year-old  man  reported  being  as¬ 
saulted  by  a  man  in  his  late  20s  who  be¬ 
came  enraged  that  his  vehicle  was  van¬ 
dalized  on  the  3900  block  of  22nd  Street. 

According  to  the  police  report,  the 
younger  man,  owner  of  a  Cadillac  SUV, 
initially  came  to  the  older  man’s  home  to 
ask  him  about  a  note  that  had  been  left  on 
his  windshield.  The  note  stated  that  the 
SUV  would  be  towed  if  its  owner  contin¬ 
ued  to  park  illegally.  When  the  older  man 
acknowledged  he  knew  about  the  note, 
the  younger  man  pulled  him  down  his 
front  steps  and  accused  him  of  vandaliz¬ 
ing  his  Cadillac  by  scratching  “Tow  Me” 
into  the  vehicle’s  paint. 

Though  the  older  man  denied  any  in¬ 
volvement,  the  younger  man  used  the  top 


of  his  head  to  headbutt  him  in  the  nose, 
which  caused  the  back  of  his  head  to 
strike  the  building  wall.  The  younger  man 
then  fled  in  his  vehicle.  The  injured  man 
was  seen  by  paramedics,  who  responded 
to  the  91 1  call. 

Church  Street  Hit-and-Run 

On  Sunday,  March  5,  at  11:25  p.m.,  a 
40-year-old  woman  was  arrested  for 
felony  drunk  driving  and  hit-and-run  af¬ 
ter  she  apparently  ran  a  stop  sign  at  23rd 
and  Castro  streets,  causing  a  southbound 
Castro  vehicle  to  strike  her  car.  After  the 
collision,  she  immediately  attempted  to 
drive  away,  but  hit  another  vehicle  and  a 
fire  hydrant.  According  to  witnesses,  the 
woman  continued  to  try  to  flee,  but  was 
thwarted  when  her  car  stalled. 

Officers  Nancy  Guillory  and  Joseph 
Barretta  were  called  to  the  scene  and  de¬ 
tained  the  suspect,  pending  a  field  sobri¬ 
ety  test,  which  she  failed  to  complete.  In 
the  police  report,  the  suspect  described 
herself  as  “bombed.”  Because  one  person 
sustained  a  cut  in  the  accident  and  others 
noted  physical  pain,  the  woman  was 
taken  to  San  Francisco  General  Hospital, 
where  a  legally  mandated  blood  sample 
was  drawn  and  later  analyzed  to  find  the 
blood  alcohol  content.  In  the  meantime, 
her  vehicle  was  towed  and  an  inspector 
bureau’s  hold  placed  on  it. 

The  woman  was  booked  on  two  felonies 
of  driving  under  the  influence  and  hit- 
and-run  with  an  injury  accident,  and  she 
remained  in  county  jail  until  the  next  day, 
when  she  made  bail  of  $10,000.  The  DA 
reduced  the  charges  to  misdemeanors,  and 
her  next  court  date  was  set  for  May  3. 

Batterer  Released  Too  Soon? 

In  the  only  reported  case  of  domestic 
violence  within  Noe  Valley  in  March,  a 
47-year-old  man  and  resident  of  the  4100 
block  of  23rd  Street  allegedly  assaulted 
his  4 1  -year-old  wife  on  Friday,  March  3 1 , 
between  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  He  was  ar¬ 
rested  by  Officer  Dorian  McConico  and 
booked  on  a  felony  battery  charge.  The 
suspect  was  held  at  county  jail  over  the 
weekend,  then  released  on  Monday  after 
the  DA  declined  to  rebook  the  charges. 

The  same  man  was  listed  as  a  suspect 
in  a  domestic  violence  incident  reported 
by  Officer  Lorraine  Lombardo  on  Mon¬ 
day,  April  3  —  the  same  day  he  was  re¬ 
leased  from  jail. 

According  to  Officer  Lombardo,  the 
woman  in  this  case  began  expressing 
suicidal  thoughts,  so  she  accompanied 
her  to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  for  psychiatric 
evaluation  and  treatment. 

Meanwhile,  criminal  charges  have  been 
dropped  against  a  45-year-old  woman  who 
was  arrested  for  battery  in  February  after 
she  allegedly  assaulted  a  woman  who 
gave  her  temporary  shelter  in  her  Church 
Street  apartment.  (See  last  month’s  Police 
Beat.)  The  DA  dismissed  the  case,  saying 
the  charge  was  unsustainable. 

Nine  Homes  Burglarized 

There  were  nine  reported  burglaries  in 
Noe  Valley  during  the  month  of  March. 
Six  were  of  apartments,  while  three  were 
of  houses. 

As  reported  last  month,  parolee  David 
Walker,  32,  was  arrested  while  inside  a 
home  on  the  1200  block  of  Dolores 
Street.  Since  the  owner  of  the  house  was 
living  at  an  elder-care  facility  and  not  at 
home  at  the  time,  the  DA’s  office  chose 
not  to  file  burglary  charges  and  instead 
sent  Walker  back  to  San  Quentin  on  a  pa¬ 
role  violation. 

Tires  Slashed  on  Sanchez 

Cars  haven’t  fared  well  either  this 
spring.  There  were  eight  stolen  cars  and 
1 1  auto  break-ins  and  thefts  of  property 
(called  “boosts”)  recorded  in  Noe  Valley 
during  March.  In  addition,  residents  re¬ 
ported  10  cases  of  vehicle  vandalism, 
damage  to  their  cars’  exterior. 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE.. PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•  FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 
•FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 
•Refill  system  with  DOT 

3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


•  Inspect  master 
cylinder,  wheel 


cylinder,  hoses  and' 
caliper  rtf)' * 

•  Brake  performance 
road  test 

•Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Pads  &  Shoes  Nv 
GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE! 


FROM 

13595- 


Turn  Drums  &  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads_Extra _  FRONT  ORREAR  j 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  wheel  Drive  Included 

New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  S  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  yr,  30,000  mi.  on  Parts  1  yr,  12,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  bearing 
Pilot  beanng  t 
Deglaze  flywheel 


•  Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 

•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axle  &  drive  shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission  fluid  level 


1^  •  Lubricate  transmission  spline  •  Road  test  •  Safety  check  f  if  applicable,  turn  flywheel I  extra. 


TIMING  BELT 


JAPANESE  & 
EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles 
or  more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage.  start  From 

includes:  •  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals  6, 8  cylinders,  ^  ^ 

•  We  will  install  a  new  •  inspect  Fan  Belts  Power  Steering,  ^  ^B  M 

timing  belt  •  Check  Ignition  Timing  Air  Conditioning  catm  motets  I 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks  cost  extra  can  for  vour  quote.  I  ^Bi 


NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE  NV 


*15 


95 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  &  Refill  Up  To  5  Qts  ot 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  niter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmis¬ 
sion,  Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze 

&  Windshield  Washer,  Battery  Water, 
Brake  Fluids  •  Check  Air  Filter.  Belts  & 
Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


Most  cars  &  Light  trucks.  Waste  disposal  lee  Included 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 

$9995** 


Fuel  lnj„  valve  adj. 
extra  If  required 


Cars  & 
light  trucks 

most  4-cyt  cars,  Lt  trucks 

Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  •  Install  New  Air 
Filter  •  Install  New  Fuel  niter  •  Install  PCV  Valve*  •  Install  New 
Cranckcase  niter*-  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil  Up  to  5, 

Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Fluids  as  Need 
ed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axle,  Clutch  Hydraulic,  Differ¬ 
ential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery, 

Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  Required  •  Adjust  Drive 
Belts  Tension  if  Required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if  ; 

Required  •  Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  &  ‘ 

Adjust  Brakes-*  •  Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect 
Exhaust  System  •  Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust 
Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check  Charging  System  •  Check  Starting 
System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure 
Check  Lights  *Road  Test 

*  *  fuel  injection,  platinum  plugs.  4x4  extra  Some  models  require  value  adiustments  to  complete  service  at  extra  cost 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We’ll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


431-3700 

740  VALENCIA  ST.  (Between  18th  &  19th,  Near  BART  &  MUNI) 

Mon.-Fri.  7:30am-7:30pm  •  Sat.  8am-7pm  _ 


“  Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since 


1982 '  SB-  i 


"We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair  property. 
Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  each  coupon  when  service 
order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  ot  our  other  otters. 


Five  of  the  vandalism  cases  were  re¬ 
ported  to  officers  Lorraine  Lombardo  and 
Ben  Manning  on  Saturday,  March  25,  and 
were  listed  as  tire  slashings  on  the  1100 
and  1200  blocks  of  Sanchez  Street. 

However,  there  were  a  few  bright 
spots.  A  34-year-old  man  was  nabbed  for 
boosting  cars  on  the  3300  block  of  22nd 
Street  at  around  4  a.m.  on  Wednesday, 
March  8.  Two  and  a  half  weeks  later,  on 
Saturday,  March  25,  a  17-year-old  male 
was  arrested  and  charged  with  auto  bur¬ 
glary  at  San  Jose  and  Alvarado  streets. 
One  vandalism  incident — at  24th  and  Di¬ 
amond  streets  on  Monday,  March  20,  at 
about  4  p.m. — ended  in  the  arrest  of  a  13- 
year-old  boy. 

Also,  three  of  the  eight  stolen  cars 
were  recovered  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

Check  Your  Windows 

As  the  warm  weather  approaches, 
please  don’t  leave  your  windows  unse¬ 
cured!  If  you  must  have  them  open,  use 
those  little  metal  gadgets  that  keep  them 
from  opening  all  the  way.  And  remember 
to  close  and  lock  all  windows  and  doors 
when  you  leave  the  house. 

Let’s  continue  to  watch  out  for  one  an¬ 
other.  I’ll  see  you  on  patrol.  □ 


San  Francisco  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
covers  her  Noe  Valley  beat— from  Valen¬ 
cia  to  Grand  View  and  21st  to  Cesar 
Chavez — on  foot  and  on  bicycle.  If  you 
would  like  to  discuss  a  crime  or  safety 
problem,  call  her  at  558-5404,  the  com¬ 
munity  policing  line  at  Mission  Station. 


Advertisement 

Finally,  Here’s 
Free  Information 
On  Selling  Your 
Next  Home 

■  Free  report  reveals 
how  to  avoid  the  most 
expensive  mistakes 
most  people  make 
when  selling  real  estate 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Before  you 
even  think  about  doing  anything 
with  real  estate,  you'll  want  to  get 
a  copy  of  an  insightful  report 
called,  "The  Seven  Dumbest 
Mistakes  Smart  People  Make 
When  Selling  a  Home  -  And  How 
to  Avoid  Them." 

In  this  report  you'll  learn  about 
some  of  the  most  costly  mistakes 
you  can  make  and  some  insight¬ 
ful  tips  on  how  to  make  sure  you 
avoid  them. 

To  receive  a  free  copy  of  this 
critical  report,  call  toll  free  888- 
485-4557  ext.  92003  for  a  free 
recorded  message  24  hours  a  day, 
7  days  a  week. 
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Though  it’s  patched  and  braced,  this  fence  on  Church  Street  sports  some  fine  kid  art. 
The  view  can  be  improved  only  with  the  addition  of  the  kids  themselves  and  the  staff  of  Wind 
in  the  Willows  Preschool.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Healing  Source 

Body  /  Mind  /  Spirit 

The  knowing  of  the  body,  the 
WISDOM  OF  DREAMING. ..ARE  INNATE 
GIFTS  AND  RESOURCES  THAT  EXIST  # 
INSIDE  YOU  AS  ARTS  OF  HEALING. 
THE  KEY  IS  IN  ACCESSING  AND 
FOCUSING  THIS  NATURAL  CREATIVITY, 
SPIRIT,  AND  INSIGHT,  AND  LETTING  IT 
SPEAK  TO  YOU. ..OBSTACLES  IN  THE 
COMPLEXITIES  OF  LIFE  CAN  INSPIRE 
TRANSFORMATIONS.  JUNGIAN  ORIEN¬ 
TATION,  EMBODIMENT  PRACTICES, 
INTUITIVE  ARTS,  AND  PSYCHOTHERAPY. 

For  professional,  relational,  and 
personal  issues.  Individuals  /  Groups 

Rana  Halprin,  MA,  MFT 

25  years  exp.  and  teaching  international 
Noe  Valley  /  Park  Presidio 

(415)  721-5374 
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Be  Part  of  the  Solution 

Let’s  Work  Together  for 
Excellent  Public  Schools 

By  Sandra  Halladey 

Last  month,  both  the  Chronicle  and 
the  Examiner  had  front-page  sto¬ 
ries  on  the  poisoning  incident  at  James 
Lick  Middle  School.  (See  page  1  of  this 
month’s  Voice.)  The  impression  the 
reader  got  was  of  failing  schools  with 
failing  children. 

Over  the  past  two  years,  I  have  been 
closely  following  the  coverage  of  San 
Francisco  public  schools.  The  Examiner 
had  a  few  positive  stories  on  our  public 
schools,  but  I  was  hard  pressed  to  find  a 
positive  story  in  the  Chronicle  (although 
to  the  newspaper’s  credit,  they  did  run  a 
few  op-ed  pieces). 

Wonderful  things  do  happen  in  San 
Francisco  public  schools — but  we 
rarely  hear  about  them  in  the  main¬ 
stream  media. 

Why  is  balanced  media  coverage 
important?  If  you  only  read  sensational 
articles  on  our  schools  or  school  district, 
your  image  of  our  schools  becomes 
skewed.  Families  in  the  schools  become 
demoralized.  (Alvarado  parents  were 
angry  when  the  school  was  recently 
branded  as  “struggling”  by  a  well- 
known  Chronicle  columnist.  He  obvi¬ 
ously  did  not  do  his  homework,  and  he 
certainly  never  visited  the  school  nor 
spoke  to  parents.  If  he  had,  he  would 
have  discovered  that  out  of  more  than 
70  elementary  schools  in  reading, 
Alvarado  has  moved  from  a  ranking  of 
42nd  five  years  ago  to  11th  this  year.) 

Has  the  mainstream  press  even 
touched  upon  the  amazing  transforma¬ 
tion  of  numerous  non-alternative  public 
schools  in  the  city?  Last  year,  Fair- 
mount  School  in  upper  Noe  Valley  had 
a  waiting  list  for  the  first  time  ever. 
Alvarado  won  a  prestigious  award  for 
its  language-immersion  program,  one  of 
only  four  awarded  in  California. 

But  families  of  preschool  children 
often  overlook  an  excellent  public 
school  in  favor  of  a  parochial  or  private 
school,  simply  because  of  the  public 
schools’  negative  portrayal  in  the  media. 
They  think  their  children  won’t  be  safe 
or  that  they  will  have  to  spend  lots  of 
time  at  the  school  improving  it.  This 
view  is  neither  accurate  nor  fair. 

Recently,  a  neighborhood  mom  came 
up  to  me  at  Douglass  Park  and  said,  “I 
hear  you  are  spending  a  lot  of  time  at 
the  school.  That’s  so  great — the  public 
schools  really  need  that  kind  of  help.” 
(She  sends  her  children  to  private  school.) 

I  wish  I  had  replied  that  I  am  not 
spending  lots  of  time  at  my  daughter’s 
school  trying  to  fix  things  (of  course, 
there  is  always  room  for  improve¬ 
ment!).  Rather,  I  am  trying  to  let  parents 
know  that  there  are  more  than  just  a  few 
good  schools  in  our  district  and  to  help 
them  make  informed  decisions  about 
where  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

I  wish  I  had  told  her  that  many  public 
schools  would  be  good  enough  for  her 
children,  and  what  a  benefit  it  is  for  all 
children  in  our  city  when  we  become 
active  stakeholders  in  the  public  school 
system.  It  becomes  about  all  of  our  chil¬ 
dren,  instead  of  “those  children”  in 
“those  schools.” 

I  am  not  a  zealot  who  is  anti-private 
school.  But  it  is  a  shame  that  in  a  liberal 
enclave  such  as  Noe  Valley,  many  fami¬ 
lies  do  not  even  consider  the  public 
schools. 


No,  I  am  not  naive  about  our  public 
schools.  There  is  a  lot  that  needs  chang¬ 
ing.  I  have  many  unanswered  questions 
about  facilities,  finances,  teacher  qual¬ 
ity,  etc.  I  have  been  working  with  many 
parents  all  over  the  city  who  feel  “dis¬ 
respected”  by  the  school  district  and 
disenfranchised  from  real  decision-mak¬ 
ing.  I  agree  that  there  is  bureaucratic 
“bloat”  at  the  administrative  level  and 
there  are  serious  problems  when  seg¬ 
ments  of  our  student  body  do  not  achieve. 

However,  I  am  sure  that  when  parents 
and  the  community  organize  to  demand 
better  services  from  our  district  (and 
state),  we  can  increase  academic  achieve¬ 
ment  for  all  students  in  our  district. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  helped  to 
start  a  local  chapter  of  a  national  organi¬ 
zation,  Parents  for  Public  Schools 
(PPS).  We  are  the  only  group  in  the  city 
recruiting  families  into  the  public 
schools  while  at  the  same  time  working 
for  school-  and  district-wide  reform. 

Our  kickoff  event  in  October 
attracted  300  participants,  mainly  fami¬ 
lies  of  preschoolers,  the  “new  blood”  in 
our  schools!  In  our  short  history  we 
have  successfully  worked  with  the 
school  board,  community  members,  and 
families  at  a  local  school  to  keep  a  prin¬ 
cipal;  have  been  invited  to  be  part  of  the 
community  advisory  committee  on  the 
search  for  a  new  superintendent;  and 
have  worked  with  hundreds  of  families 
helping  them  select  a  school  and  navi¬ 
gate  the  application  process.  We  see 
ourselves  as  solution-oriented  and 
proactive  advocates  for  public  schools 
who  would  “rather  light  a  candle  than 
curse  the  darkness”  (Adlai  Stevenson, 
speaking  about  Eleanor  Roosevelt). 

On  May  20  (10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  at 
James  Lick  School),  we  will  be  launch¬ 
ing  our  task  forces  for  reform.  This 
meeting  will  bring  together  families  in 
the  public  school's  and  families  of 
preschoolers  to  focus  on  how  parents 
can  advocate  for  excellence  for  all  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  public  schools. 


Parents  for  Public  Schools 

will  sponsor  a  neighborhood  meeting  to 
create  task  forces  focused  on  reform  in 
the  city  schools.  Everyone  is  welcome. 

Saturday,  May  20 
10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  Clipper 

Parking  is  available  in  the  schoolyard. 

Childcare  will  be  available, 
but  please  indicate  number  of  children 
when  registering.  To  register,  call 
(415)  642-6260,  or  email 
zacharin@sirius.com. 


It  is  crucial  that  parents  remember 
that  effective  parent  involvement  is  crit¬ 
ical  to  strong  public  schools,  and  strong 
public  schools  are  critical  to  our  democ¬ 
racy.  Parent  involvement  means  parents 
acting  as  passionate,  committed  “own¬ 
ers”  of  public  schools.  Ownership  of  the 
San  Francisco  Unified  School  District 
gives  parents  the  responsibility  and  the 
right  to  hold  their  school  district 
accountable  for  educational  excellence. 

Thousands  of  Parents  for  Public 
Schools  members  across  the  country  are 
creating  change  in  their  schools.  As  par¬ 
ents,  we  must  organize  and  demand  real 
reform  from  our  school  districts  and 
legislatures.  Please  contact  us  and  add 
your  voice  to  the  solution — our  voice  is 
only  as  strong  as  our  membership.  See 
you  at  James  Lick  on  May  20th.  □ 

Sandra  Halladey  is  both  a  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  the  associate  director  of 
Parents  for  Public  Schools. 
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Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center  Has 
Senior-itis 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

The  longest-running  group  at  Upper 
Noe  Recreation  Center — the  Upper  Noe 
Senior  Citizens  Club  —  is  looking  for  a 
few  new  members  who  have  time  for 
some  social  fun. 

What  began  in  1957  as  a  men’s  poker 
club  was  quickly  overtaken  that  same 
year  by  senior  women  who  transformed 
it  into  a  sewing  club.  In  the  ’60s,  the  se¬ 
niors  knitted  up  a  storm.  “In  1973,  when 
I  started  working  here,”  recalls  Upper 
Noe  recreation  director  Chris  Borg,  “there 
were  60  members  and  a  waiting  list!” 

Ironically,  Borg  notes,  even  though  the 
member  roster  is  a  lot  smaller  nowadays 
(10  active  members,  both  women  and 
men),  the  group  is  more  organized  than 
25  years  ago.  Though  they  no  longer  play 
poker,  club  members  play  bingo,  bridge, 
and  other  card  games,  go  out  to  restau¬ 
rants  for  lunch,  and  take  trips  to  Reno  and 
Bay  Meadows.  This  year  the  group  is  or¬ 
ganizing  a  softball  team. 

Events  are  reasonably  priced  and 
sometimes  subsidized  by  the  city’s  Rec 
and  Park  Department,  Borg  says. 

Some  former  members  have  enriched 
the  group  with  some  interesting  stories. 
According  to  Borg,  Angie  Carter,  vice 
president  of  the  club  for  24  years  starting 
in  the  early  '60s,  claimed  she  grew  up 
playing  with  neighborhood  pal  A1 
Capone,  but  didn’t  know  it  until  she 
moved  to  California  years  later. 

And  Mamie  DiMaggio,  a  club  member 
in  the  ’70s  and  ’80s,  said  her  son  gave 


Announcing  the  release  of  a 
new  Jewels  and  the  Gems 
musica|  album  for  children: 

The  Sapphire  Blue  Birthday  Album: 

13  fully  orchestrated  original 
birthday  songs  on  CDs  and  tapes 
Printed  words  and  activity/game 
ideas  included  for  a  complete  party! 

Now  available  in  Noe  Valley  at 
Small  Frys,  Streetlight  Records, 
and  Little  Bean  Sprouts,  or  call 
I  (415)  282- 7448  to  place  an  order,  igf 


Peggy  Handler, 

Psychotherapy 


MFT 


Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma, 
and  abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears,  and  anxieties 
that  keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

^15^95-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espanol 


Marilyn  Monroe  a  black  eye.  Mamie  was 
the  movie  star’s  sister-in-law,  and  Mon¬ 
roe  used  to  love  to  roughhouse  with  her 
small  nephew.  Mamie  was  married  to  the 
only  DiMaggio  brother  who  didn’t  play 
baseball,  Borg  says.  “He  ran  the  DiMag¬ 
gio  restaurant  down  on  the  wharf.  Mamie 
had  her  own  special  chair  near  the  en¬ 
trance  where  she  would  sit  and  sip  straw¬ 
berry  margaritas.” 

Sound  like  a  group  with  an  interesting 
legacy?  You  have  to  be  55  or  older  to  get 
in.  Time  has  its  rewards. 

The  group  meets  every  Wednesday 
from  noon  to  3  p.m,  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Cen¬ 
ter  (also  known  as  Day  Street  Park),  295 
Day  Street  near  Sanchez.  Snacks  and  cof¬ 
fee  are  provided  by  club  members  on  a  ro¬ 
tating  basis.  Borg’s  co-director,  Tracey 
Dye,  helps  coordinate  events  and  is  li¬ 
censed  by  the  city  to  drive  the  group  in  a 
Rec  and  Park  van. 

Borg  notes  that  the  twice-yearly  over¬ 
night  trips  to  Reno  ($35  to  $50)  are  among 
the  club’s  best-attended  excursions.  An¬ 
other  popular  outing  is  the  annual  day  at 
the  races  at  Bay  Meadows.  (May  they  be 
revisiting  their  poker  club  roots?)  Start¬ 
ing  this  month,  the  seniors  will  take 
monthly  van  trips  to  malls  and  other 
shopping  outlets  in  the  Bay  Area. 

For  more  information  —  no  fair  lying 
about  your  age  to  get  in — call  the  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center  at  695-50 1 1 ,  and  ask  for 
either  Chris  Borg  or  Tracey  Dye.  □ 


Alvarado  School 
Unveils  Mural 

Three  Generations 
Have  a  Hand  in  Creating 
A  Major  Work  of  Art 

In  1968,  Noe  Valley  sculptor  Ruth 
Asawa  started  an  arts  program  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  public  school  her  children  attended, 
Alvarado  Elementary  School.  Her  son 
Paul  Lanier,  age  10  at  the  time,  helped 
make  a  boy  holding  a  red  balloon  that  was 
part  of  a  giant  30-by- 15-foot  mosaic 
mural.  The  mural  was  installed  at  the 
school,  and  the  Alvarado  Arts  Program 
continued  to  blossom,  inspiring  many 
other  arts  projects  throughout  the  city. 

Fast  forward  30  years:  The  mural  is 
still  the  centerpiece  of  the  schoolyard,  and 
Ruth  Asawa  has  spearheaded  a  public- 
private  partnership  to  create  another  mon¬ 
umental  art  piece  for  the  school.  This 
time,  the  lead  designer  is  ceramic  artist 
Paul  Lanier.  And  Paul’s  daughter  (a 
kindergartner  at  the  school)  and  her 
schoolmates  all  worked  on  the  mural  in 
their  clay  classes.  The  new  4 1  -by- 1 1  -foot 
sculpted  tile  mural  is  a  colorful  jigsaw  of 
1,200  tiles,  featuring  a  huge  tree  alive 
with  birds  and  insects. 

“This  mural  shows  what  wonders  chil¬ 
dren  can  create  when  working  with  artists 
and  using  their  left-brain  and  right-brain 


skills,”  says  Alvarado  Principal  Phyllis 
Matsuno.  “The  mural  project  has  had  an 
incredible  positive  impact  not  only  on  the 
academic  achievement  of  the  students, 
but  also  on  our  school  spirit.” 

Matsuno  points  out  that  Alvarado  is  the 
only  public  school  in  San  Francisco  with 
a  fulltime  artist-in-residence  working  in 
his  own  ceramics  studio. 

In  addition  to  the  San  Francisco  Uni¬ 
fied  School  District,  the  mural  project  re¬ 
ceived  support  from  the  California  Arts 
Commission,  San  Francisco  Beautifica¬ 
tion  Fund,  Jaqueline  Hoeffer,  Louise 
Rosenberg  Family  Fund,  Miranda  Lux 
Foundation,  Bothin  Foundation,  and  the 
Ruth  Asawa  Fund. 

To  celebrate  their  achievement,  the  Al¬ 
varado  School  family  —  including  three 
generations  of  Asawa-Laniers — will  hold 
a  mural  unveiling  ceremony  on  Saturday, 
May  20,  at  2  p.m.  The  event  will  take 
place  in  front  of  the  mural,  located  on  the 
Eureka  Street  side  of  the  school  building 
(at  625  Douglass  Street). 

Noe  Valley  residents  are  invited  to  come 
applaud  the  big — -and  little  —  sculptors 
who  have  created  an  outdoor  artwork  the 
whole  neighborhood  can  enjoy.  □ 


Grand  Opening 

Array  of  Light 


Noe  Valley’s  One-Stop  Metaphysical  Healing  Center 


“We  offer  insight,  support,  and  a 
practical  plan  for  change.  ” 

Tricia  Hollenberg 
Owner  and  Director 

SERVICES 

Massage  /  Bodywork 
Intuitive  /  Psychic  Readings 
Light  Therapy 

Energy  Work  /  Chakra  balancing 

SUPPLIES 

Metaphysical  Books  and  Tools 
Full  Spectrum  Lighting 
Feng  Shui  mirrors,  chimes,  flutes,  etc. 
Holistic  Health  products 
Healing  Crystals 

WORKSHOPS 

Tarot,  Meditation,  Ancestor  Altars,  Crystals, 
Mandalas,  Angels,  Feng  Shui 


AND  CLASSES 

Join  us  on  Saturday  May  20  for  a 
Grand  Opening 

Meet  our  dedicated  staff  of  Holistic  Health  and 
Metaphysical  professionals.  Enroll  in  classes. 
Free  mini-readings,  and  massage. 

Other  therapeutic  samplings. 


4291  24th  Street 

at  Douglass 

415.642.9249 


Store  Open  12  noon  —  5  p.m.  Thursday  —  Saturday 
Classes  and  Services  by  appointment 
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★  Mexican  Grill* 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ★  Delicious  Chicken  Mole  ★  Wonderful  Enchiladas 
Cactus  Burritos  ★  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  ★  Grilled  Seafood  Specials 

Great  Tacos  ★  Variety  of  Vegetarian  dishes 

AND  MUCH  MORE! 

(j/ieeA  //v  Out .  (</<////  — •  A»/'  //<■  ■  7y/'-y/  LOun&// 

Great  Atmosphere! 

Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  ★  648-0477 


- - 

nbp 

4050  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Ph.  (415)  282-2665  ♦  Fax  (415)  282-7668 

20  Years  of  Professional  Experience  and  Quality  Service 
iselecta  !Hut0  obp  —  Your  Neighborhood  Body  Shop 


We  offer  full  service,  from  the  smallest  dings  and  scratches 
to  complete  restoration  and  custom  painting. 

We  also  offer  Lease  Car  Cleanup  Service. 


electa  Hu  to 


•All  Insurance  Claims  Welcome  • 
•  Free  Estimates  • 

10%  discount  if  you  present  this  ad 
before  having  your  work  done 

Coupons  for  insurance  jobs  are  for  10%  off  deductable  only 
Coupons  with  10%  discount  are  for  10%  off  labor  only 


A  Customer  Assistance  Program  of 
Better  Business  Bureau 


J 


NOE'S  BAR 


Root  for  the  Giants  with  us! 
Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

282-4007 
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Gone  But 
Not 

Forgotten 


The  Buckleys’  House 
on  22nd  Street 

By  Jim  Costello 

There  was  this  house  on  22nd  Street 
in  San  Francisco  between  Noe  and 
Sanchez  streets.  It  belonged  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jeremiah  Buckley  and  their  six 
children:  Jerry,  Tom,  Jack,  Nancy, 
Peggy,  and  Jim.  There  were  other  occu¬ 
pants — every  boy  and  girl  in  the  Noe 
Valley.  The  door  was  always  open, 
morning,  noon,  and  night.  I  don’t 
believe  Mom  and  Dad  Buckley  realized 
how  many  kids  they  really  had,  but  I 
would  venture  to  say  it  was  well  into 
the  hundreds. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  have  lived  in 
the  neighborhood  from  1930  to  1941. 1 
spent  more  time  at  the  Buckleys’  than 
anyplace  in  San  Francisco,  and  went  in 
and  out  of  that  open  door  as  often  as  my 
adopted  brothers  and  sisters.  Yes,  I  con¬ 
sidered  myself  one  of  their  kids. 

The  early  1930s  were  hard  years.  We 
were  in  the  tail  end  of  the  Depression, 
and  money  was  scarce.  Most  mothers 
with  eight  mouths  to  feed  would  have 
been  reluctant  to  hand  out  food  to  every 
kid  in  the  neighborhood,  but  not  “Mom” 
Buckley.  She  always  had  biscuits  or 
“Irish”  bread,  coffee,  or  tea  for  those 
entering  the  house,  and  always  with  the 
words,  “Have  some  more!” 

The  only  outside  enjoyment  for  Dad 
(and  sometimes  Mom)  was  to  read  the 
“Irish  Sporting  Page”  to  see  if  an  Irish 
person  had  passed  away.  It  didn’t  matter 
if  they  were  acquainted  with  the  person 
who  had  died.  They’d  go  to  the  funeral 
parlor  anyway.  It  was  a  sure  place  to 
meet  someone  they  knew,  especially  if 
the  departed  was  from  their  old  county 
in  Ireland.  At  the  Irish  wakes,  the  men 
would  gather  in  the  restroom  and  pass 
the  bottle  around,  either  toasting  the 
departed  or  “roasting”  him,  depending 
on  how  he  lived  his  life. 

But  the  favorite  pastime  for  us  kids 
was  running  around  outside.  Jerry,  who 
liked  to  play  football,  was  laid  up  for  a 
while  with  water  on  the  knee.  It  was 
hard  on  him,  sitting  on  the  front  porch 
watching  the  rest  of  us  play  ball.  He 
was  never  one  for  inactivity. 

Tom  had  a  job  with  Pete,  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  man,  and  he  would  throw  us 
apples  and  oranges  as  we  followed 
behind  the  truck.  Tom  didn’t  make 
much  money,  but  we  enjoyed  the  fruit. 

The  latter  part  of  the  ’30s  were  better 
years.  The  Depression  was  over,  and 
jobs  for  kids  our  age  began  to  open  up. 
We  played  card  games  almost  every 
night — Dad,  Jerry,  Tom,  and  I — or  if 
one  of  us  was  missing.  Jack  would  sit 
in.  “Pedro”  was  the  game — a  nickel  a 
game — and  after  the  games  were  over, 
Mom  would  serve  her  famous  “Irish” 
bread  and  coffee.  I  think  Dad  enjoyed 
those  games — he  was  always  the  first 
one  to  sit  down  at  the  table.  When  he  - 
could  smell  victory,  he’d  throw  down  an 
ace  and  shout  to  his  partner,  “Were  you 
ever  drunk  at  a  fair?!” 

This  was  the  era  when  people  held 
parties,  and  put  the  keg  of  beer  on  the 
kitchen  table  with  a  tub  of  ice  under  it. 
And  a  keg  of  beer  it  was,  the  old 
wooden  kind,  the  size  of  a  wine  barrel. 
Someone  would  have  a  fiddle,  and  Tom 
Brown  would  play  his  accordion,  and 
Nancy  would  be  dancing  the  Irish  jig. 
Before  you  knew  it,  it  was  time  to 


Brothers  Tom,  Jerry,  and  Jack  (on  the  pony) 
in  front  of  the  Buckleys’  house  at  3733  22nd 

Street.  Photos  courtesy  of  Joe  and  Nancy  Arsenault 


head  off  to  6  a.m.  mass,  with  the 
women  punching  their  husbands  in  the 
ribs  to  keep  them  awake.  Then  away  we 
went  back  to  the  Buckleys’  for  breakfast 
or  whatever  your  pleasure. 

There  were  the  trips  to  K.R.B.  Hall 
(Knights  of  the  Red  Branch)  to  learn  the 
Irish  dances,  and  always  at  the  comer 
bar  “Frog  Eyes”  Twomey.  There  were 
dances  at  St.  James,  the  Irish  picnics, 
and  the  nickel  swimming  pool  off 
Valencia  Street.  A  towel  and  bathing 
suit  for  a  nickel.  Football  games  on 
Sunday,  and  a  long  walk  to  the  Gray 
Brothers  Quarry  on  30th  Street.  It 
would  be  like  walking  from  Visitacion 
Valley  to  Brisbane. 

Again  and  again,  the  parties,  danc¬ 
ing,  laughter,  and  happiness  at  the 
house  at  3733  22nd  St.  Oh,  there  were 
moments  when  Mom  lost  her  temper, 
but  it  seemed  most  of  it  went  to  Nancy 
and  Tom.  Jerry  was  always  doing  some¬ 
thing  around  the  house,  but  Tom  always 
had  his  eye  on  the  front  door,  and 
Nancy,  being  the  oldest  girl,  was 
expected  to  help  with  the  housework. 


Jerry,  Tom,  and  Jack  Buckley  in  1942.  They’re 
about  to  ship  off  to  Europe,  Alaska,  and  the 
South  Pacific  to  fight  in  World  War  II. 


Nancy  was  approaching  the  age  of  boys 
and  makeup,  and  one  time  she  spent  a 
little  too  long  in  the  bathroom  and  Dad 
got  upset  and  broke  in  the  door.  This 
was  big  news  because  Mr.  Buckley  was 
generally  quite  calm  and  even  known  as 
the  original  “Quiet  Man”  (from  the 
movie  by  the  same  name). 

Jerry  was  the  first  of  the  gang  to  get  a 
car.  I  remember  one  Sunday  we  decided 
we’d  like  to  go  for  a  ride,  but  when  we 
got  to  the  house,  he  was  grinding  the 
valves.  That  shot  a  hole  in  our  plans.  Do 
you  know  he  was  still  grinding  them 
three  weeks  later?! 


When  we  entered  the  1940s,  Peggy 
was  about  9  or  10 — a  cute  little  redhead 
with  the  devil  in  her  eyes — not  old 
enough  to  bear  the  wrath  of  Mom  or 
Dad.  Little  Jim  (about  7)  looked  a  lot 
like  I  did  when  I  was  his  age,  and  his 
eyes  would  get  as  big  as  Mom’s  biscuits 
when  I’d  tell  him  I  was  a  friend  of  the 
Lone  Ranger.  I  promised  him  a  silver 
bullet  and  a  horse,  and  I  gave  him  a 
mountain  of  excuses  for  why  I  couldn’t 
give  them  to  him — just  yet! 

“Mom”  Buckley  took  a  lot  of  kidding 
from  me.  I  tied  her  apron  strings  to  a 
chair  or  loosened  them  as  she  walked 
by.  I  banged  her  waffles  or  biscuits  on 
the  table.  But  it  was  all  in  fun  and  we 
loved  every  minute  of  it. 

The  war  came  upon  us,  and  on  my 
last  furlough  home  from  basic  training, 
before  going  overseas,  it  was  hard  to  go 
to  that  house  on  the  hill  and  say  good¬ 
bye  to  one  of  the  greatest,  most  loving 
women  I’d  ever  met.  I  walked  away 
with  tears  in  my  eyes. 

After  the  war,  things  changed.  There 
was  a  drifting  away  from  the  City  by 
the  Bay.  Everybody  moved  to  the  sub¬ 
urbs,  and  tended  to  lose  touch. 

I’m  sorry  I  didn’t  stay  closer  to  my 
adopted  family  throughout  the  years, 
because  it  sure  would  be  a  thrill  to  see 
all  the  “kids”  and  that  smiling,  happy 
lady,  “Mom”  Buckley.  □ 

Jim  Costello  wrote  this  fond  reminis¬ 
cence  in  the  1960s.  It  found  its  way  to 
the  Voice  courtesy  of  Mike  Mannion,  a 
nephew  of  ‘‘Mom’  Buckley  residing  in 
San  Francisco.  Mike  put  us  in  contact 
with  the  “Nancy”  of  the  story,  Nancy 
Arsenault,  who  now  lives  in  San  Bruno 
with  her  husband  Joe.  Nancy,  73,  reports 
that  their  old  friend  Jim  Costello  passed 
away  in  1991 ,  joining  her  parents  and 
all  but  one  of  her  siblings,  older  brother 
Jerry.  Her  father,  Jeremiah  Buckley, 
died  in  1957  at  the  age  of  70.  Mrs. 
Buckley,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar¬ 
garet  Browne,  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 


Cone  But  Not 


Forgotten 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  would  like  to  pub¬ 
lish  your  recollections  of  people,  places, 
and  things  from  Noe  Valley’s  past.  Mail 
your  manuscript,  which  should  be  under 
1 ,000  words,  to  Gone  But  Not  Forgotten, 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send  an  email 
version  (not  an  attachment,  please)  to 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Thank  you. 


From  VICTIM  to 

Survivor 

Trauma  Recovery  Therapy 

for  adults  and  children  suffering 
from  problems,  such  as: 

•Nightmares  •  Sleeplessness 
•Unwanted  Memories 

•  Jumpiness  •  Irritability 

•  Relationship  Problems 

SUZANNE  BEST,  PhD 

Clinical  Psychologist  (PSY 162588) 

1603  Church  Street  @  28th 
(415)  248-1665 


‘Mom’  Buckley’s 
Irish  Bread 

Thanks  to  Margaret  Buckley’s 
daughter  Nancy  Arsenault — and  to 
Nancy’s  husband  Joe,  who  has  made 
bread-baking  his  specialty — we  now 
have  a  chance  to  savor  “Mom” 
Buckley’s  famous  Irish  soda  bread. 
Here’s  the  recipe,  prized  on  22nd 
Street  since  the  1920s. 

Ingredients 

2  cups  flour 

2  teaspoons  baking  powder 
1/2  teaspoon  baking  soda 
1/4  cup  sugar 
2  eggs 

1  cup  buttermilk 
1  to  2  tablespoons  caraway  seeds 
1/4  cup  raisins 

Sift  together  first  four  ingredients  in 
large  bowl.  Combine  eggs  and  but¬ 
termilk  and  stir  into  flour  mixture. 
Fold  in  caraway  seeds  and  raisins. 
Pour  batter  into  greased  iron  skillet 
or  loaf  pan.  Bake  at  350°  for  about  1 
hour.  Rub  butter  on  top. 


Margaret  Browne,  later  known  as  “Mom” 
Buckley,  at  age  25.  Margaret  was  born  in  1890 
in  Waterford,  Ireland,  and  came  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  1913.  She  and  her  husband  Jeremiah 
Buckley  bought  their  house  on  22nd  Street 
for  $4,400  in  1927. 

of  93.  (She  was  born  in  Waterford,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1890.)  Nancy,  who  with  Joe  has 
raised  four  children  in  Visitacion  Valley, 
says  she  can't  imagine  a  happier  child¬ 
hood  than  the  one  she  spent  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  “We  thought  we  lived  in  heaven!  In 
those  days,  my  girlfriend  Bridie  and  / 
would  hike  up  to  Twin  Peaks  and  pick 
the  wildflowers.  Mom  and  1  would  walk 
down  and  shop  on  24th  Street  and  then 
jump  on  the  ' Dinkey  ’  [the  Castro  cable 
car],  and  she  would  sweet-talk  the  con¬ 
ductor  into  letting  us  ride  back  up  the 
hill  for  nothing!  We  had  the  best  time.” 


Body's  Wisdom 


K' 

Deeply  Healing  Energywork 
In  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Ginger  Marth 
M  S  Neurophysiology 
CMT.  Reiki  Master 
415  313  4443 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  AUTO  &  TIRE  CENTER 

GET  READY  FOR  SPRING  &  SUMMER 

•  Winter  Tune-Up  &  Oil  Change 

•  Air  Conditioning  Cooling  System  Service  &  Inspection 


GREAT  TIRE  PRICE 


IMPORTED  TIRES 

40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 55SR1 2 . $36.99  1 75/70SR1 3 . $41.99 

1 44SR1 3 . $37.99  1 85/70SR1 3 . $42.99 

165SR13 . $38.99  185/70SR14 . $44.99 

1 65SR1 5 . $40.99  1 95/70SR1 4 . $45.99 

205/70SR14 . $46.99 

Merit  DH60  and  DH65 
40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

185/60HR14 . $49.99  175/65HR14 . $46.99 

1 95/60HR1 4 . $50.99  1 85/65HR1 4 . 555.99 

1 95/60HR1 5 . $54.99  205/65HR1 5 . $57.99 

205/60HR1 5 . $56.99  21 5/65HR1 5 . $58.99 

DOMESTIC  CAR 

Hercules  Mega  TR  80,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty  Treadwear  13" 
420/14"  &  15"  460  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

P155/80R1 3 . $43.99  P185/70R14 . $53.99 

P185/80R13 . $45.99 

P185/75R14 . $49.99 

P205/75R14 . $50.99 

P205/75R14 . $52.99 

P205/75R15 . $53.99 


P195/70R14 . $54.99 

P205/70R14 . $55.99 

P215/70R14 . $57.99 


UGHT  TRUCK,  SPORT  UTIUTY  VEHICLE  &  4x  4 
Dunlop  Radial  Rover  Pinetric 
Rated  #1  By  Consumer  Report  Jan  '96 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 
All  Season  Rated 

P21 5/75R1 5 .  $70.99 

P225/75R15 .  $79.99 

P235/75R1 5 . $80.99 

(PRESENT  AD  AT  TIME  OF  WRITE  UP) 


641-9200 


ASE  Certified 
Master  Technicians 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


WE  OFFER 

AIR  CONDITION  SERVICE 

- 

BRAKE  REPAIR 

CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHTS 

CLUTCH  REPAIR 

COMPUTER  ALIGNMENT 

COMPUTER  CONTROL 
SYSTEMS 

DRIVABILITY  PROBLEMS 
ELECTRIC  REPAIR 
ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 
FUEL  INJECTION  REPAIR 
OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 

SMOG  INSPECTION 

STRUT  &  SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 

TIRE  REPAIR 

WHEEL  BALANCING 


Let  us  help  you  choose  a  new 
look  in  a  haircut  or  color  that 
best  fits  your  personality.  We 
proudly  offer:  Tinting,  Foils, 
Frosting,  Marbelizing  &  more. 

Call  today  for  a  free  consultation 
with  one  of  our 
Cut  and  Color  experts. 

3836  -  24th  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

415-641-8948 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS,  INC. 

4050  24th  St.  (between  Noe  &  Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  7:30am  to  6:00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5:00pm 


tvAUEV  i  u 


AESTAU*1 


’:Sj  -M  .  /  ,  /  . 

savJfer 


V 


TM 


VISA  . 


Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

in  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup  •  647-1664 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 


Medical  Insurance 

with 


NO  DEDUCTIBLE! 


The  No-Deductible  Preferred  Provider  Co-Pay  Plans 

>No  deductible  in-network  or  out. 

>No  deductible  for  any  doctor,  specialist,  lab,  hospital,  x-rays,  or  prescriptions. 
>Your  choice  of  $10,  $20,  $30,  or  $40  co-pays. 

>Chiropractic,  Acupuncture,  and  Acupressure  are  also  covered. 


Monthly  Rates 

=or  Individuals.  Effective  7/1/99 

$10  Co-Pay 

$20  Co-Pay 

S30  Co-Pay 

$40  Co-Pay 

Under  30: 

$101.00 

$82.00 

$62.00 

$47.00 

30-39: 

$150.00 

$121.00 

$92.00 

$66.00 

40-49 

$211.00 

$170.00 

$141.00 

$105.00 

50-59 

$271.00 

$218.00 

$209.00 

$172.00 

60-64 

$297.00 

$237.00 

$235.00 

$203.00 

San  Francisco  &  Bay  Area  Counties 


Blue  Cross  of  California 


Blue  Cross  of  Ca.'fornra  -s  an  independent  licensee  of  the  Blue 
Cross  Assoc  aron  -5  is  a  registered  mark  of  the  Blue  Cross 
Association  Vedical  ard  dental  plans  from  Blue  Cross  of 
California  a.'tl  :r  3C  Life  &  Health  Insurance  Company  Long  term 
care  and  We  's-'ance  from  BC  Life  &  Health  insurance  Company. 


Call:  Bill  Hannant 
(415)  647-7012 

Authorized  Agent  License  0723231 
Hannant  Insurance  Services 
1446  Kansas  St. 

San  Francisco,  C A  94107 
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Miramar  Works 
Both  Sides  of  the 
Digital  Divide 

A  Video  Studio  with  a 
Social  Conscience 

By  Stephanie  Rapp 

Move  over,  multimedia  gulch.  There’s 
another  hub  for  digital  production  in 
town,  and  it’s  right  here  in  Noe  Valley. 

Located  on  Church  at  29th  Street,  doc¬ 
umentary  producer  Studio  Miramar  is 
riding  the  crest  of  the  digital  wave.  For 
over  a  decade,  Miramar  has  been  at  the 
forefront  of  the  movement  to  combine 
video  and  computers  as  a  media  tool,  one 
with  the  potential  to  highlight  issues  of 
equality  and  social  justice. 

Husband  and  wife  David  Bolt  and  Sue 
Ellen  McCann  founded  Miramar,  named 
after  the  street  they  were  living  on,  in 
1990.  “There  was  no  need  for  us  to  be  in 
multimedia  gulch,”  says  Bolt.  After  los¬ 
ing  their  Potrero  Hill  lease,  Bolt  and  Mc¬ 
Cann  moved  to  Noe  Valley  in  1998.  It  was 
an  easy  decision  for  Bolt,  who  had  fond 
memories  of  the  neighborhood  from  his 
brief  stint  as  a  resident  in  1980. 

Though  he  notices  the  dramatic  gentri- 
fication  that  has  occurred  in  his  almost- 
two-decade  absence,  he  thinks  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  still  retains  its  unique  character. 

“We  love  being  here  in  this  part  of  Noe 
Valley,”  Bolt  says.  “Everything  we  need 
is  right  here.”  Many  of  Miramar’s  non¬ 
profit  clients  prefer  to  take  public  trans¬ 
portation,  and  the  J-Church  stops  right 
outside  the  studio’s  door. 

The  staff  also  appreciates  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  media  professionals  who  call  Noe 
Valley  home.  “San  Francisco  generates 
an  independent  film  community  that  is 
recognized  throughout  the  country,”  Bolt 
says  with  pride. 

Studio  Miramar  has  been  the  source  of 
dozens  of  projects  that  focus  on  themes 
of  participatory  democracy.  Its  most  re¬ 
cent  production,  a  four-part  PBS  series  ti¬ 
tled  Digital  Divide:  Technology  and  Our 
Future,  aired  nationally  in  January  and  lo¬ 
cally  on  KQED  in  March. 

Bolt  is  executive  producer  of  the  doc¬ 
umentary,  which  examines  the  chasm  be¬ 
tween  those  with  computer  skills  and  ac¬ 
cess  to  technology  and  those  without.  The 
divide  between  the  information  haves  and 
have-nots  is  growing,  he  says,  and  it  of¬ 
ten  splits  along  racial,  economic,  educa¬ 
tional,  and  gender  lines. 

For  example,  white  Americans  are 
twice  as  likely  to  have  access  to  the  In¬ 
ternet  from  home  as  are  African  Ameri¬ 
cans  or  Hispanics  from  any  location. 
Households  with  incomes  of  $75,000  or 
more  are  nine  times  more  likely  to  have 
a  computer  at  home  and  20  times  more 
likely  to  have  access  to  the  Internet  than 
those  at  the  lowest  income  levels. 

The  series,  which  focuses  on  children, 
questions  the  widely  held  belief  that  tech¬ 
nology  is  the  great  social  leveler,  an  issue 
that  is  particularly  relevant  in  the  Bay 
Area,  the  nexus  for  the  high-tech  revolu¬ 
tion.  It  also  spotlights  the  importance  of 
training  teachers  in  the  use  of  computers, 
and  explores  some  innovative  programs 
that  are  doing  just  that.  , 

Bolt  says  that  although  the  divide 
might  seem  insurmountable,  there  are 
many  ways  that  individuals  can  work  to 
increase  access  for  students  and  young 
people.  He  suggests  volunteering  at  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  to  enable  them  to  keep  their 
computer  facilities  open  after  hours. 

Bolt  also  encourages  people  to  find  out 
where  their  closest  computer  technology 
center  (CTC)  is.  “The  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  in  the  Mission  has  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
gram,  as  do  local  YWCAs,  the  NAACP, 
and  the  Urban  League,”  he  offers. 


Documentary  makers  (I.  to  r.)  David  Bolt,  Sue 
Ellen  McCann,  Colleen  Wilson,  and  their  creative 
team  of  humans  (and  at  least  one  dog)  operate 
Studio  Miramar  on  Church  and  29th  streets. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

“We  try  to  encourage  adults  to  share 
how  much  computers  have  changed  their 
work  lives.  Young  people  leam  that  it  is 
not  just  about  becoming  computer  pro¬ 
grammers.  Every  profession  has  been 
transformed  by  the  digital  revolution.” 

Narrated  by  rap  star  Queen  Latifah, 
Digital  Divide  took  three  years  to  create, 
from  initial  funding  to  national  broadcast. 
Bolt  and  McCann  began  circulating  the 
proposal  for  the  documentary  in  1997  and 
won  backing  from  the  Independent  Tele¬ 
vision  Service  (ITVS)  and  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  for  Public  Broadcasting.  The  original 
program  is  four  hours  long;  Miramar  had 
to  edit  the  film  down  to  a  two-hour  ver¬ 
sion  for  KQED,  although  many  stations 
decided  to  air  the  piece  in  its  entirety. 

Making  video  documentaries  is  an  in¬ 
herently  collaborative  process,  involving 
dozens  of  people  in  writing,  production, 
fundraising,  and  editing.  The  core  Mira¬ 
mar  team  includes  Bolt,  McCann, 
Colleen  Wilson,  Marissa  Vitello,  and 
Gretchen  Stolje.  For  the  Digital  Divide 
series,  they  worked  with  literally  hun¬ 
dreds  of  contractors  and  consultants. 

Wilson  moved  to  San  Francisco  to 
work  on  Digital  Divide.  Canine-friendly 
Noe  Valley  appeals  to  Wilson,  who  brings 
her  dog  to  work  with  her.  According  to 
Wilson,  documentaries  are  often  about  or¬ 
dinary  people  in  extraordinary  circum¬ 
stances.  “A  good  documentary  requires  the 
filmmaker  to  have  rapport  with  the  subjects 
and  an  ability  to  tell  a  compelling  story.” 

Right  now.  Bolt  is  raising  money  to 
continue  outreach  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
series.  With  the  support  of  the  Bill  and 


Melinda  Gates  Foundation  and  the  Ford 
Foundation,  Bolt  is  able  to  take  the  year 
off  from  making  films  to  promote  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

But  Digital  Divide  is  much  more  than 
a  television  show.  It  has  spawned  a  book, 
co-written  by  Bolt,  who  will  be  going  on 
a  book  tour  later  this  year.  It  also  has  been 
a  catalyst  for  community  events  and  fo¬ 
rums  around  the  country.  In  San  Francisco, 
educational  events  were  held  at  KQED, 
San  Francisco  State  University,  and  the 
children’s  technology  museum  Zeum. 

Bolt  and  his  team  are  launching  a  fol¬ 
low-up  series,  which  will  explore  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  digital  divide  on  adults.  The 
first  episode  will  cover  workforce  devel¬ 
opment.  “In  the  future,  everyone,  from 
cutting-edge  programmers  to  the  average 
Joe  or  Jane,  will  need  to  repeatedly  ac¬ 
quire  new  skills,”  he  maintains. 

Bolt  was  working  at  the  George  Lucas 
Educational  Foundation  when  he  and 
McCann  decided  to  found  Miramar.  They 
started  out  producing  projects  for  non¬ 
profit  groups,  but  soon  shifted  to  creating 
their  own  projects. 

The  Digital  Divide  series  was  a  natural 
outgrowth  of  Bolt  and  McCann’s  back¬ 
ground,  as  well  as  their  son’s  interests. 

“Our  son  grew  up  on  the  right  side  of 
the  digital  divide,”  Bolt  says.  His  expo¬ 
sure  to  computers  and  technology  began 
at  Lowell  High  School.  He  then  studied 
computer  science  at  U.C.  San  Diego. 

Bolt’s  own  past  jobs  included  a  stint  as 
vice  president  of  technology  at  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  College  of  Arts  and  Crafts.  As  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Bay  Area  Video  Co¬ 
alition,  he  pioneered  a  program  teaching 
people  how  to  use  digital  technology  to 


produce  short  pieces  for  local  nonprofits. 

McCann,  now  on  sabbatical  from  Mi¬ 
ramar  while  working  as  an  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  at  KQED,  has  produced  documen¬ 
taries  for  the  television  series  Frontline. 
Her  credits  include  Global  Dumping 
Ground,  Little  Criminals,  and  The  Best 
Campaign  Money  Can  Buy. 

Issues  of  social  justice  remain  at  the 
core  of  Studio  Miramar.  While  the  studio 
does  have  a  few  commercial  clients,  in¬ 
cluding  Sprint  and  Lockheed,  its  clients 
are  primarily  nonprofit  organizations. 

Bolt  has  documented  an  indigenous  ir¬ 
rigation  project  in  the  Himalayas  for  the 
Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  and 
taught  journalists  in  Nepal  to  create  their 
own  environmental  television  series,  to¬ 
day  one  of  the  most  highly  rated  programs 
in  the  nation.  A  less  exotic  but  equally  im¬ 
portant  project  was  creating  educational 
kiosks  about  HIV  transmission  among 
African-American  men. 

Studio  Miramar  gives  Bolt  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  combine  his  commitment  to 
community  activism  with  his  background 
in  multimedia  production.  And  if  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  produce  programs  like  Digital 
Divide,  he  can  be  assured  of  a  winning 
combination.  □ 


Noe  Valley  Voice 
CLASSIFIEDS 

300  a  word, 

priceless  neighborhood  exposure 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 


ONE  NOE  VALLEY  FAMILY  - 
TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


DUGGAN’S 

REILLY  CO. 

FUNERAL  SERVICE 

GOODWIN  &  SCANNELL 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

i\ 

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

FD  44 

/ntj  \ 

FD  283 

3434  17th  St. 

1 598  Dolores  St. 

nr.  Valencia 

at  29th 

415-431-4900 

415-648-2233 

Largest  Parking  Capacity 

in  the  Mission 

Burial  and  Cremation  arrangements  at  lower  cost  than  societies 
and  corporate  owned  mortuaries. 

The  Welch  Family  has  lived  in  the  Mission  for  five  generations 
and  in  Noe  Valley  since  1976. 


Who's  next? 

Better  than  the  lotto!! 
Let  us  help  you  pick 
your  winning 
numbers. 

Call  us  for  details. 

Angela  Rubin  or  Gary  Johnson 

Pacific  Union  Real  Estate  Group,  Ltd. 
1700  California  Street,  Suite  310 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

415.447.6210  or  415.447.6211 

If  your  property  is  now  listed  for  sale,  this  is  not  intended  as  a  solicitation  of  that  listing. 


Potrero  Hill 

These  sellers  feel  like  "winners". 
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A  bountiful  arrangement  for  a  beautiful  Mom. 

Send  the  FTD®  ^ 

Thinking  of  You1  M  Bouquet 
For  Mother’s  Day,  Sunday,  May  14. 


Show  her  that  you  think  she’s 
extra  special  —  with  this  large, 
lovely  bouquet  of  delicate  flowers 
exploding  out  of  a  beautiful 
ceramic  vase. 

She’ll  treasure  it  for  a  lifetime. 
Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Full  Service  Skin  Care  & 
Body  Treatments  at  Isa’s 

w 


Facials  •  Body  Scrubs 
Body  Masks 
Back  Treatments 
Glycolic  Treatments 
Eye  Contouring  Treatments 
Waxing  •  Massage 
Lash  &  Brow  Tinting 
Hand  &  Foot  Treatments 


3836  -  24th  St. 
San  Francisco 
415.641.8948 


an 


What's  &LE.E.YVAR.L? 

Not  your  average  tableware! 

Bright,  bold,  occasionally  irreverent,  always  eye-catching, 

dishwasher-safe,  handmade  serving  pieces 

in  many  fabulous  designs.  ,fxiW3reusa-c°OJ 

Handmade  in  USA.  .•sti'11'  ' 

A"*1 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


CHEF'S  CHOICE  OF  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  4 


R.W.  Knudsen  Duke  of  Modena 


Organic  Apple 
Juice 

32  oz.  -reg  2.19 


Continental 


Nonfat  Yogurt  799 


8  oz.  -reg  99c 


Clover  Dairy 

Cottage  Cheese 


Clif  Bars 

Endurance 

Bars 

2.4  oz.  -reg  1 .49 


CttSIALGEYSEl 

Jpine  spring  wjto 

It 


Alpine 
Spring  Water 

50.7  oz.  -reg  990 

699 


999 


ten 


all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  1 .89 


Mexi  Snax 

Tortilla  Chips 


14  oz.  -reg  2.59 


$1.75 

Newman's  Own 

Newman's 

Old  Fashioned 

Lemonade 
64  oz.  -reg  2.59  $1.99 


Sale  Prices  effective 
May  1  -  May  17,  2000 


Since  1926 

Hain 

Mini  Rice 
Cakes 


Balsamic  Vinegar 

4  year  old  -  Imported 
17  oz.  -reg  5.99 
$3.99ea. 

Mix  or  Match 
Sagra  2  for  $7.00 

Extra  Virgin 
Olive  Oil 

17  oz.  -reg  6.89 
$3.99ea. 


Rochebrune 

Double 

Cream 

Brie 

reg  7.991b. 


$1.99 


all  varieties 
4  oz.  -reg  2.39 


$1.99 

Guiltless  Gourmet 

Organic  Chip  Dips 


$3.99  lb. 


Villa  ML  Eden 

Coastal  Wines 

750  ml  -reg  10.99 

Cabernet  Sauvignon 
Chardonnay 
Sauvignon  Blanc 


Monday  ■  Saturday 
8:00  am  -  8:00  pm 
Sundays 

9:00  am  ■  7:00pm 


Bean  or  Salsa 
16  oz.  -reg  3.29 


$7.99 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

■■ 

Parking  Lot  ! 

A  TM  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 

Discover  Cards 

Food  Stamps 


ATM 
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Study  of  HIV  Quality  of  Life 

Researchers  at  UCSF’s  Center  for 
AIDS  Prevention  Studies  (CAPS)  are 
looking  for  men  and  women  living  with 
HIV  to  participate  in  a  new  study  aimed 
at  improving  health  and  well-being  in  the 
HIV  community.  Along  with  researchers 
from  three  other  institutions,  the  UCSF 
research  team  hopes  to  determine  the  spe¬ 
cific  challenges  faced  by  HIV-positive 
men  and  women. 

“Due  to  major  changes  in  treatments, 
the  situation  for  many  people  living  with 
HIV  is  phenomenally  different  than  a  few 
years  ago,”  says  Margaret  Chesney,  CAPS 
co-director  and  the  study’s  principal  in¬ 
vestigator.  “Some  people  are  choosing  not 
to  take  medications,  some  are  faced  with 
side  effects,  and  some  have  learned  that 
the  drugs  do  not  work  for  them,”  she  says. 

CAPS  researchers  plan  to  enroll  300 
HIV-positive  subjects,  who  will  be  di¬ 
vided  into  two  research  arms.  Participants 
in  the  first  group  will  attend  15  one-on- 
one  meetings  with  project  staffers  over 
the  course  of  a  year.  The  meetings  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  difficult  issues  in  the  subjects’ 
lives,  including  managing  their  health 
care,  disclosing  their  HIV  status,  and 
dealing  with  their  sexuality.  The  meetings 
will  also  explore  ways  to  cope  with  these 
challenges  in  a  positive  way. 

.  Participants  in  the  second  group  also 
will  take  part  in  a  series  of  one-on-one 
meetings,  but  the  focus  will  be  modified 
to  reflect  what  researchers  have  learned 
from  the  first  group. 

“The  study  will  allow  us  to  examine 
the  effects  of  a  one-on-one  intervention, 
and  how  people  living  with  HIV  in  San 
Francisco  are  dealing  with  a  range  of  sit¬ 
uations.  What  we  learn  will  provide 
guidelines  for  structuring  future  support 
to  the  HIV  community,”  says  Chesney. 

The  study  is  funded  by  a  grant  from  the 
National  Institute  of  Mental  Health.  All 
eligible  participants  will  receive  cash  for 
each  visit. 

To  qualify  for  the  project,  candidates 
must  be  HIV-positive  and  1 8  years  of  age 
or  older.  Interested  persons  should  call 
Neal  Carnes,  recruitment  coordinator,  at 
415-597-4669  for  more  information. 

A  New  Crop  of  Readers 

1s5|{§*‘ 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  help  foster  liter¬ 
acy  in  low-income  families?  Easy.  Stop 
in  at  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  this 
month  and  pluck  a  blossom  from  the  tree. 

During  the  month  of  May,  the  store  will 
showcase  a  “tree”  covered  with  “blos¬ 
soms,”  with  the  names  of  young  readers. 
Each  time  a  customer  buys  a  book  for  one 
of  the  children,  a  bloom  is  pulled  from  the 
tree  and  replaced  with  a  bright  red  apple 
saying  “Thank  You”  to  the  donor. 

All  books  donated  will  go  to  low- 
income  or  homeless  kids,  through  either 
the  Home  Away  From  Homelessness  pro¬ 
gram  or  the  Prescription  for  Reading  pro¬ 
gram  coordinated  by  S.F.  General’s  Pedi¬ 
atrics  Department. 

This  is  the  eighth  year  Cover  to  Cover 
has  done  its  Growing  Readers  tree,  and  it’s 
always  been  successful.  “Everybody  is  so 
happy  to  help  out  here  in  Noe  Valley,  and 
people  sometimes  buy  four  or  five  books. 
It  really  warms  my  heart,”  says  Tracy 
Wynne,  one  of  the  store’s  co-owners. 

The  folks  at  the  store  know  the  kids’ 
ages  and  interests  and  can  suggest  a  book, 
or  you  can  pick  out  a  favorite  of  your 
own.  The  store  combines  the  books  with 
other  age-appropriate  materials  (posters, 
pencils,  etc.)  donated  by  publishers,  and 


each  child  gets  a  bag  of  the  goodies.  Al¬ 
most  200  kids  will  be  so  gifted  this  year. 

To  participate,  visit  Cover  to  Cover  at 
3812  24th  Street  (near  Church),  or  call 
282-8080  and  ask  the  staff  to  choose  a 
book  for  you. 

Every  Bug  Has  His  Day 

The  creepy,  crawly,  wiggly,  cute  “little 
creatures”  that  run  the  world  await  you  at 
Bug  Day  at  the  Randall  Museum.  Kids  of 
all  ages  are  invited  to  attend  this  event  on 
Saturday,  May  20,  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

The  museum  will  be  buzzing  with  ac¬ 
tivity  as  visitors  watch  “Insect  Olympics,” 
try  out  a  video  microscope,  hunt  for  wild 
critters,  see  bees  at  work,  cheer  maggot 
races,  and  discover  the  joys  of  butterfly 
gardening.  Friendly  and  knowledgeable 
entomologists  will  be  on  hand,  offering 
demonstrations  and  answering  questions. 

Kids  can  play  with  walking  sticks,  gi¬ 
ant  cockroaches,  ladybugs,  woolly  bear 
caterpillars,  and  other  live  insects.  For 
those  who  don’t  want  to  touch  the  real 
thing,  there  are  plenty  of  opportunities  to 
make  “bug”  art. 

At  1 1:30  a.m.,  author  Francisco  Jimen¬ 
ez’s  story  “La  Mariposa”  will  be  read  by 
Norman  Zelaya.  It’s  a  moving  story  about 
a  boy  struggling  to  learn  a  new  language 
in  a  new  country,  and  an  unlikely  friend — 
a  caterpillar — who  helps  him  find  his 
way.  Both  the  story  hour  and  Bug  Day  are 
free  of  charge  (and  bug  bites). 

The  museum  is  located  at  1 99  Museum 
Way  off  Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro.  Chil¬ 
dren  should  be  accompanied  by  an  adult. 
Call  554-9600  if  you  have  questions. 

A  Singers  Do  “Songs  @  Noe” 

We  may  be  living  in  a  global  village 
these  days,  but  when  it  comes  to  music, 
some  of  the  best  artists  can  still  be  found 
in  our  own  back  yard. 

Such  is  the  premise  of  “Songs  @  Noe,” 
a  songwriters  concert  taking  place  Friday, 
May  12,  at  8  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry.  The  brainchild  of  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  Steve  August,  “Songs  @  Noe”  will 
feature  four  local  songwriters — Deborah 
Pardes,  Andrew  Kerr,  John  Lester,  and 
August  himself. 

While  all  these  performers  live  here, 
their  music  has  national  and  international 
reach.  The  evening  will  celebrate  their 
commitment  to  the  vibrant  Bay  Area  mu¬ 
sic  scene,  and  specifically  honor  their 
connection  to  Noe  Valley  and  the  people 
who  have  supported  their  careers. 

Several  local  businesses  have  signed 
on  as  sponsors.  One,  the  Schmaltz  Brew¬ 
ing  Company  based  on  Cesar  Chavez 
Street,  will  be  serving  up  its  own  He’brew 
Beer,  advertised  as  “The  Chosen  Beer.” 

Tickets  (normally  $  1 0  for  adults  and  $5 
for  children  under  5)  will  be  half  price  if 
you  bring  a  receipt  from  Pasta  Pomodoro, 
Cafe  J,  the  Dolores  Park  Cafe,  or  Street¬ 
light  Records,  or  if  you’re  taking  music 
lessons  from  Chris  Gray,  Dennis  White, 
or  Alex  Candelaria. 

“All  of  the  performers  feel  very  strongly 
about  trying  to  reach  out  to  the  local  com¬ 
munity  and  find  where  we  can  be  of  mu¬ 
tual  help  to  each  other,”  says  August. 
“Like  many  local  businesses,  we  are  small 
entities  in  an  increasingly  corporate  world.” 

That’s  not  to  say  the  talent  is  small. 
Pardes  performed  at  the  Lilith  Fair  last 
year  and  is  regularly  featured  on  “West 
Coast  Live”  on  KALW  Radio.  Lester  won 
Song  of  the  Year  honors  in  1999  in  the 
Northern  California  Songwriters  Associ¬ 
ation’s  open  mike  playoffs.  Kerr  got  his 
start  in  standup  comedy,  and  August 
made  Honorable  Mention  in  the  interna¬ 
tional  John  Lennon  Songwriting  Contest. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  located  at 
1021  Sanchez  Street.  The  doors  open  at 
7:30  p.m.,  and  the  show  begins  at  8  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  339-8833. 


Your  neighborhood  natural  food  store 


I  Di: 

aW 


10%  Senior 
DiscountTuesdays 


Thursdays  20%  off 
Real  Food  Brand 
Vitamins 


LA 


Real  Food  Company  #2,  3939  24th  St. 
(415)  282-9500 

Open  7  days  a  week:  9:00  am  to  8:00  pm 


Open  7  Days 
38  Classes  a  Week 
All  Types  of  Yoga 
All  Levels 

Introduction  to  Yoga 
Free  Childcare 
Pre-Natal  Yoga 
Mother  &  Baby  Yoga 
Kids  Yoga 
Workshops 


0  Castro  @  25th  St 

Call  for  more  info  (415)  970-9917 

www.yogashala.com 
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UNIQUE  MIDDLE  EMTEf^N  CUISINE 

PATIO  CB.AND  OPENING 

f€P.VINC  BRUNCH 

SATUB.DAY  &.  SUNDAY  9:30  A.M  -  2:30  P.M. 
RESERVE  NOW  FOB.  MOTHER'S  DAY,  SUN.  MAY  14 


LUNCH  TULSDXy  -  FBJDXy,  11:30  -  2:30 
OPEXI  DAI LV  FOR  DIX1XKR: 
MONDXy  -  THUf^SDXy,  5:30  -  9:30 
FRJDXy  &  SXTUFLDXy,  5:30  -  10:00  .  SUNDXy,  5:30 


9:00 


1361  CHUB.CH  STREET  BETWEEN  26TH  &  CLIPPER. 

CALL  FOB.  R.ESEB.VATIONS:  641-0678 
■i  WWW.FATTOUSH.COM  J 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


jumpin 


SPECIAL  EVENTS  AT  THE  STORE: 

Free  treat  tastings  for  dogs  on 

the  last  Thursday  of  every  month  at  6pm 

(with  California  wines  for  their  owners) 

Low  cost  vaccine  clinic: 

5/3,5/17,  5/31,6/14  and  6/28 
from  6-7:30pm 

1451  Church  Street 
San  Francisco 

(corner  of  Cesar  Chavez) 

Phone:  4 1 5.282.7385 
Fax:  4 1 5.282.43 1 9 

Mon.  to  Fri:  IO-8pm,  Sat:  IO-6pm,  Sun:  IO-5pm 


VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR  •  VW  REPAIR 
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Volkswagen  Repair 

Tassi,  Inc. 

Specializing  in  Repair  and  Parts  for  VWs 

Large  Parts  Inventory  to  Expedite  Repair 
Machine  Shop  Service 

We  Work  on  New  Model  VWs 
Best  Rates  on  Labor  and  Parts 

Located  at  55  Reiner  Street,  Colma 

IV2  Blocks  from  the  Colma  Bart 

Hours:  8:30  -  6:30  Tuesday  -  Saturday 

For  Service,  Appointments,  &  Parts: 

(650)  755-1355 
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Cinco  de  Mayo  and  Carnaval 

The  forecast  for  May  calls  for  a  hot 
month  in  the  Mission  District. 

First,  San  Francisco’s  annual  Cinco  de 
Mayo  Parade  and  Festival  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  May  7,  starting  at  10  a.m.  The  pa¬ 
rade  will  kick  off  at  24th  and  Bryant 
streets  and  move  up  24th  Street  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Street,  then  up  Mission  to  20th  and 
down  20th  to  Bryant. 

Then  at  Civic  Center  Plaza  from  11 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  three  stages  will  showcase 
music  and  dance  from  mariachi,  salsa, 
and  other  Latin  bands.  A  classic  car  show, 
a  bike  show  and  competition,  food 
booths,  arts  and  crafts,  and  free  activities 
for  kids  will  round  out  the  day.  General 
admission  to  the  festival  is  $5;  $2  for  se¬ 
niors.  Children  under  12  are  admitted  free. 

Then  get  ready  for  Carnaval,  which 
happens  Sunday,  May  28,  with  a  parade 
that  also  starts  at  10  a.m.  at  24th  and 
Bryant,  proceeding  up  24th  to  Mission 
Street,  following  Mission  to  14th,  and 
then  14th  to  Harrison. 

The  Carnaval  festival  will  follow  at  1 1 
a.m.  (till  7  p.m.),  on  Harrison  Street  be¬ 
tween  16th  and  22nd  streets.  Two  stages 
of  live  entertainment  will  feature  merr- 
engue,  salsa,  jazz,  Caribbean,  Brazilian, 
and  reggae  music.  More  food  booths, 
arts,  crafts,  and  free  activities  for  kids  will 
also  be  in  evidence,  and  admission  is  free. 

For  information  on  either  event,  call 
the  Mission  Economic  Cultural  Associa¬ 
tion  at  826-1401. 

Neighborhood  Beauty  Contest 

San  Francisco  Beautiful  is  looking  for 
nominations  for  its  annual  Beautification 
Awards.  The  group  needs  your  help  in 
identifying  not-so-obvious  beautifica¬ 
tions  and  exemplary  neighborhood  im¬ 
provement  efforts.  Thinking  of  projects 
like  landscaping,  historic  preservation, 
litter  and  graffiti  reduction,  murals,  or 
things  that  enhance  an  area’s  sense  of 
place,  ask  yourself.  What  individual,  or¬ 
ganization,  or  business  has  made  a  posi¬ 
tive  contribution  to  our  environment? 
What  project  has  captured  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  neighborhood’s  residents? 

Then  call  San  Francisco  Beautiful  at 
421-2608  to  nominate  the  beautifier,  or 
you  can  email  them  at  sfb@sirius.com,  or 
fax  them  at  421-4037.  Nominations  are 
due  by  June  1.  The  awards  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  group’s  annual  awards  din¬ 
ner  on  Oct.  26  at  the  Mark  Hopkins  Ho¬ 
tel.  You  can  find  out  more  about  San 
Francisco  Beautiful  at  its  web  site  at 
www.sfbeautiful.org. 

Sick  of  Your  Commute? 

Try  a  change  of  pace  on  Bike  to  Work 
Day  on  Tuesday,  May  16.  You  can  save 
money,  get  exercise,  and  have  some  fun, 
leaving  the  traffic  congestion  and  Muni 
waits  behind. 

“I  bike  because  it’s  much  faster  for 
me,”  says  Gretchen  Glatte,  a  pastry  chef 
who  rides  from  her  Jersey  Street  home  to 
her  workplace  on  Potrero  Hill.  “It  keeps 
me  connected  and  makes  me  get  outside 
every  day  and  feel  the  weather,”  she  adds. 

To  speed  you  on  your  way  May  16,  the 
San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition  is  spon¬ 
soring  several  “energizer  stations”  around 
town  with  free  treats  and  goodies  for 
bicyclists  only.  On  Valencia  between  1 7th 
and  18th  during  the  morning  commute  (7 
to  9  a.m.),  free  coffee,  treats,  and  tote  bags 
can  be  had,  and  you  can  join  the  Bike  Train 
that  leaves  for  downtown  at  8:30  a.m. 

Once  you  get  downtown,  secure,  mon¬ 


itored  bike  parking  is  available  (free)  at 
Market  and  Battery  streets  from  7  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.  Stop  back  at  Valencia  and  1 8th  for 
more  energizing  on  the  way  home,  any 
time  between  4:30  and  6:30  p.m. 

If  you’re  a  little  rusty  (or  your  bike  is), 
take  advantage  of  the  Coalition’s  events 
in  preparation  for  the  big  day.  There’ll  be 
Urban  Biking  workshops  on  Sunday,  May 
7,  and  Sunday,  May  14,  at  1  p.m.,  in  Pea¬ 
cock  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate  Park  (on 
JFK  Drive  near  McLaren  Lodge).  The  class 
covers  basic  riding  skills  and  safety  tips. 
Bring  your  bike  for  the  hands-on  practice. 

And  if  your  bike  hasn’t  been  out  of  the 
garage  since  Hector  was  a  pup.  Bike  Doc¬ 
tor  Clinics  will  be  held  in  the  same 
Golden  Gate  Park  location,  on  the  same 
days,  from  noon  till  3  p.m.  Volunteer  me¬ 
chanics  will  be  on  hand  to  help  you  get 
your  bike  in  shape. 

For  details  on  the  workshops  or  other 
Bike  to  Work  events  in  May,  call  43 1  - 
BIKE  or  check. out  www.sfbike.org. 

Integral  Yoga  Turns  30 

-TZf&r 

The  San  Francisco  Integral  Yoga  Insti¬ 
tute  first  opened  its  doors  at  770  Dolores 
Street  in  1970,  and  as  part  of  its  30th  an¬ 
niversary  celebration,  the  Institute  will 
host  an  Open  House  on  Saturday,  May  13, 
from  8  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m.,  featuring  free 
classes.  The  Institute’s  founder  and  di¬ 
rector,  Swami  Satchidananda,  will  be  in 
San  Francisco  for  a  series  of  events  com¬ 
memorating  the  anniversary,  as  well  as  his 
own  50th  year  since  becoming  a  monk. 

In  1966,  Swami  Satchidananda  came 
to  the  United  States  for  a  brief  visit  and 
discovered  a  generation  of  Americans  ea¬ 
ger  for  his  teachings  on  how  to  find  peace 
and  universal  understanding.  He  was 
asked  to  lead  an  opening  prayer  at  Wood- 
stock,  where  he  urged  the  crowd  to 
demonstrate  to  the  world  that  in  a  time  of 
war,  it  is  possible  to  live  together  in  peace. 

The  Swami  will  give  a  lecture  titled 
“To  Live  Freely  and  Joyously”  at  the 
Herbst  Theatre  on  May  1 1  at  7:30  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $15  in  advance,  $18  at  the 
door.  For  more  information  on  any  of  the 
anniversary  events,  or  for  tickets  to  the 
lecture,  call  the  Institute  at  821-1117. 

Ron  Wilmot  Bike  Ride 


Invest 
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New  Millennium 


The  new  millennium  will  offer  many  new  investment 
opportunities  but  may  also  raise  some  questions.  You  don't 
have  to  face  them  alone. 

I'd  be  happy  to  discuss  the  proper  financial  strategy  to  help  you 
meet  your  investment  goals  in  the  year  2000  and  beyond.  Call 
today  to  schedule  a  free,  no-obligation  portfolio  review. 

Kathleen  Zucchi 

816  Diamond  St.  at  24th 
Noe  Valley 
415-282-4079 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SEPC 


Edwardjones 

Serving  Individual  Investors  Since  1871 
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Bejewel  yourself  at 

Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

Fine  Jewelry  and  Watches 
Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  40  Years  Experience 

3915  C  24th  Street  .415  641-4720 


Dwight  Karl  Duke 

Insurance  Agent 

FARMERS 

"Gets  you  back  Open  Mo„.-Fri.  8  -  5 

where  you  belong  Saturday  by  Appointment 


As  bike  rides  go,  the  Ron  Wilmot  Bike 
Ride  for  Project  Inform  may  not  be  a  de¬ 
manding  athletic  event — but  it  is  a  very 
special  one.  On  Saturday,  May  13,  more 
than  100  bicyclists  from  around  the  Bay 
Area  will  assemble  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
for  a  leisurely  seven-mile  ride  to  benefit 
Project  Inform,  a  key  resource  for  HIV/ 
AIDS  treatment  information. 

This  year,  riders  who  raise  $100  or 
more  will  be  entered  into  a  raffle  for  a  va¬ 
cation  package  to  London  for  two  people. 
Riders  who  raise  funds  at  the  $500, 
$1,000,  and  $2,000  levels  will  also  re¬ 
ceive  prizes,  including  weekend  get¬ 
aways  and  bike  clothing  packages. 

Six  years  ago,  Ron  Wilmot  started  the 
ride  as  a  way  for  people  who  are  infected 
and  affected  by  HIV/AIDS  to  get  in¬ 
volved  with  Project  Inform  and  learn  how 
they  can  improve  their  health  —  or  the 
health  of  someone  they  care  about — by 
educating  themselves  about  the  disease. 
Although  Ron  died  of  AIDS  in  1997,  the 
fundraising  he  pioneered  goes  on. 

Check-in  for  the  ride  is  at  9  a.m.  in  Pea¬ 
cock  Meadow,  just  past  McLaren  Lodge, 
on  JFK  Boulevard  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
To  register,  call  Project  Inform  at  558- 
8669,  extension  223,  or  go  to  the  group’s 
web  site  at  www.projectinform.org. 


Authorized  Agent 

Auto  •  Home  •  Life  •  Business  •  WorkersComp 

1600  Castro  Street  at  Clipper 
San  Francisco 

Business  (415)  401-6192  -  Fax  (415)  642-1975 

License  #0C23744  •  Email  Duke@Insurer.Com 


BlueCross 

of  California 


22  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2000 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC. 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Color  Copies 
UPS  /  FEDEX  /  DHL 
Fax  and  Copies 

Shipping  and  Moving  Supplies 
Laminating  and  Binding 
Custom  Packing 
Notary  Public 
Business  Cards 
Passport  Photos 
Rubber  Stamps 
Fingerprinting 

Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

Mon.  -  Fri.  8  am  -  6  pm  •  Sat.  10  am  -  5  pm 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 


UPS  &  FED  EX  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 
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on  the  range" 


Nutritious,  Delicious,  Gourmet  Food! 
Delivered  Daily  To  Your  Door! 

At  A  Very  Reasonable  Price! 

•  Our  meals  are  prepared  fresh  daily! 

•  Packaged  for  your  convenience  in  dual 
ovenable  containers,  no  dishes  to  wash! 

•  Just  re-heat  and  enjoy! 

•  Easy  to  order,  just  call  or  fax  your  order 
in  by  1 :00  pm  for  same  day  delivery! 

333-1787 

Mention  this  ad  and  receive  10%  off  your  first  order 

?•?•!•?•? 

Home  On  The  Range 

Gift  Certificates  can  really  make  someone’s  day  &  are 
perfect  for  new  mothers,  home  remodelers,  &  those  who  ! 
love  gourmet  food  without  the  hassle. 

Serving  San  Francisco  Since  1992 


your  fyfeiflftBorfwod  ${eat  ‘Estate  Ojfice 

Residential  •  Condominium  *  Live/Work  Lofts 
Income  Property  •  Property  Management 


- 

M  i 


1193  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  282-8400 


r  Noe  Valley’s  j 

favorite  1 

Lender 


Natasha  Lovas 

PACIFIC  GUARANTEE  MORTGAGE  Cpp. 
nlovas@aol.com 


TG5.0777 


^ T-  ro£>»/q. 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW  ^ 

(415)  641-8687 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

AVOID  THE  COST  OF  PROBATE 
ESTATE  CONSULTATION,  LIVING  TRUSTS,  WILLS 
PERSONAL  INJURY 

AUTO  ACCIDENT,  SLIP  &  FALL  ACCIDENTS 
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It’s  Coming.  Well,  Something’s  Coming.  If  you  don’t  think  San  Francisco  drivers  are  in  a 
hurry,  try  crossing  24th  Street  at  Noe  on  a  Saturday  afternoon.  This  trio  seems  to  tempt  fate  by 
venturing  into  the  bus  zone,  perhaps  in  search  of  an  elusive  48-Quintara.  Photo  by  Charles  Ktnnard 


VALLEY 

VIEWS 


Take  It  Easy 


By  Robert  Warren  Cromey 

ecently,  I  made  a  decision  not  to 
hurry  anymore.  Driving  fast  in  the 
city,  zippy  walking,  dashing  hither  and 
thither  made  me  anxious.  I  was  not  any 
more  on  time  than  I  used  to  be.  I  am  one 
of  those  guys  who  is  always  on  time  or 
early.  By  not  hurrying,  I  find  I  still  am 
seldom  late.  So  I  choose  to  take  my 
time.  The  same  amount  of  work  gets 
done.  I  am  still  hardworking,  goal- 
oriented,  successful.  But  I  don’t  hustle. 

It  is  a  great  relief.  On  Franklin  Street, 
I  now  enjoy  a  red  light  and  a  stop  sign. 

It  is  a  moment  to  rest,  watch,  and  listen. 

I  feel  self-righteous.  People  in  their  cars 
zoom  ahead  and  ignore  the  lights  and 
signs.  “What’s  the  hurry?”  I  wonder. 

I  notice  I  often  catch  up  with  them  at 
the  next  signal.  Not  always.  Sometimes 
I  see  the  red-light  runner  a  couple  of 
blocks  ahead  of  me.  “I  hope  she  gets  what 
she  wants,”  I  murmur  piously  to  myself. 

Sometimes  on  Gough  Street,  I  get 
honks  from  behind.  Instead  of  the  fin¬ 
ger,  I  give  them  a  friendly  wave.  I  look 
at  them  in  my  mirror  and  smile,  after 
uttering  silently  the  usual  expletive. 
Often  I  wave  them  on  to  pass  me.  Some¬ 
times  I  delay  just  a  bit  to  annoy  them, 
and  then  I  look  at  them  in  a  friendly 
manner.  I  am  not  perfect,  you  know. 

Other  times  I  look  up  when  honked  at 
and  put  on  my  shocked,  surprised  look. 
That  usually  brings  on  a  sneer.  But  I 
smile  and  wave.  That  may  be  what 
Jesus  means  by  turning  the  other  cheek, 
though  I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

On  Dolores  Street,  I  wave  pedestrians 
to  pass  in  front  of  me  at  stop  signs.  I  am 
told  this  may  be  a  dangerous  act,  as  the 
pedestrian  may  be  hit  by  other  cars  who 
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The  People,  United, 
Will  Never  Be 
Defeated 

By  Will  Walker 

When  I’m  on  24th  Street  and  in 
need  of  a  feeling  of  empower¬ 
ment,  I  just  sashay  past  Starbucks  a 
couple  of  times.  I  don’t  even  slow  down 
to  peek  in  the  window. 

You  see,  I’m  a  Starbucks  boycotter.  I 
object  to  the  chain’s  moving  in  across 
the  street  from  an  existing  coffee  store. 
The  Starbucks  at  24th  and  Noe,  which 
came  in  about  six  years  ago,  went  head 
to  head  with  Spinelli  Coffee  Company 
(now  Tully’s,  another  chain!). 

I  understand  that  it’s  just  capitalism. 
Still,  I  resent  it.  And  I’m  driven  to  take 
action.  What  else  can  I  do  as  a  con¬ 
sumer  but  lash  out,  viciously,  at  their 
bottom  line? 

These,  days  I  am  heartened  to  note 
that  my  guerrilla  tactics  are  proving 
extremely  effective.  You  might  say, 
pshaw,  business  looks  rather  good  in 
that  spick-and-span  emporium  of  exotic 
caffeinated  beverages.  I  say,  nonsense, 
there’s  no  sister  store  on  the  same 
block,  thanks  to  my  personal  crusade. 

I  take  pride  in  my  boycotts.  Starbucks 


is  the  latest  in  a  long  line  of  inspired 
campaigns.  Bank  of  America,  I  think, 
was  the  first  institution  to  suffer  the 
sting  of  my  wrath.  Back  in  the  days 
when  you  could  purchase  a  used  car 
with  a  rotary  engine,  I  put  down  $50  on 
just  such  a  car  being  offered  for  sale  by 
a  man  in  white  plastic  loafers  and  a  bur¬ 
gundy  double-knit  sports  coat.  I  imme¬ 
diately  thought  better  of  my  purchase, 
however,  so  I  hustled  over  to  my  BofA 
branch  and  put  a  stop-payment  on  the 
check.  BofA  cashed  the  check  anyway, 
and  it  took  me  an  hour  of  cooling  my 
heels  at  the  branch  manager’s  desk  to 
get  my  money  back.  Once  my  account 
was  properly  credited,  I  closed  it,  and 
I’ve  not  set  foot  in  a  BofA  since — 
although  I  do  confess  to  using  their 
ATMs  a  couple  of  times,  before  they 
started  charging  a  fee  to  noncustomers. 

Perhaps  my  boycott  was  ill-consid¬ 
ered.  After  all,  a  year  or  so  ago  Bank  of 
America  suffered  a  profit  loss  that  led  to 
an  erosion  in  its  management  capability 
and  its  eventual  takeover  by  a  ruthless 
outsider.  Then  again,  based  on  how  they 
handled  my  stop-payment.  I’d  say  they 
got  what  was  coming  to  them. 

Wells  Fargo  was  next  on  my  boycott 
list.  I’m  not  sure  of  the  exact  incident 
that  tipped  the  balance.  I  just  developed 
a  feeling  over  the  years  that  if  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  waiting  in  line  at  the  bank 
and  then  sneezed  and  a  teller  said 
Gesundheit,  I’d  find  a  service  charge 
for  the  transaction  on  my  account.  I 
also  dimly  remember  that  my  wife 
Valerie  had  some  problems  with  unwar¬ 
ranted  charges,  but  that’s  a  story  she 
would  have  to  tell.  I  can  barely  keep 


track  of  my  own  grievances. 

Everyone  loves  to  hate  banks,  but 
I’ve  also  suffered  a  boycott-worthy 
offense  at  a  local  restaurant.  I  used  to 
meet  a  friend  for  lunch  on  Thursdays  at 
Bull’s  on  Van  Ness,  until  one  day  the 
bartender  got  my  goat.  I  had  invested  an 
uncharacteristic,  celebratory  couple  of 
dollars  in  the  jukebox  to  hear  their  full 
Van  Morrison  catalog,  and  just  when 
Van  was  launching  into  “Wild  Nights,” 
the  management  turned  the  sound  off 
and  cranked  up  the  volume  on  a  Giants’ 
playoff  game.  Now,  I’m  a  Giants  fan, 
and  I  wouldn’t  have  minded  listening  to 
the  game,  but  I  was  not  pleased  to  have 
the  manager  refuse  to  refund  my  juke¬ 
box  money.  I’ve  never  darkened  their 
doors  again. 

I  feel  certain  my  absence  has  been 
damaging  to  the  club.  Business  still 
looks  brisk,  but  you’ll  notice  that  Bull’s 
hasn’t  managed  to  open  any  other  San 
Francisco  locations  or  franchise  the 
operation.  I  may  not  have  opened  a  can 
of  whup-ass  on  ’em,  as  they  say  down 
in  Texas,  but  I've  definitely  put  the  hurt 
on  ’em. 

While  I  admit  I  am  somewhat  fanati¬ 
cal  about  my  targets  for  boycott,  I  know 
I’m  not  the  only  one  who  has  such 
strong  feelings.  For  years,  Valerie  has 
waged  a  campaign  against  a  certain 
movie  theater  in  town  (with  the  initials 
O.P.).  She  began  her  boycott  after  sev¬ 
eral  bad  experiences  involving  surly 
help.  Again,  she’d  have  to  be  the  one  to 
supply  the  gory  details,  but  the  upshot 
is,  we  never,  ever  patronize  that  theater. 

We  aren’t  sure  of  the  economic  con¬ 
sequences  of  our  protest,  since  we  don’t 


may  not  stop.  I’d  rather  err  on  the  side 
of  helpfulness,  assuming  pedestrians  are 
cautious  while  crossing.  I  am  polite  and 
let  them  go  first. 

In  my  new  life  of  not  hurrying  while 
driving,  I  let  Muni  go  first  and  give 
them  the  right  of  way.  After  all,  they  are 
carrying  5  to  50  people  on  the  bus.  I  am 
usually  alone.  They  deserve  the  go-ahead. 

A  retort  to  my  style  would  be:  “If 
everybody  drove  like  you  do,  Cromey, 
the  traffic  would  be  slower  than  ever!” 

That  may  well  be  true.  It  also  may  not 
be  a  bad  thing.  Too  many  people  drive 
too  many  cars  and  trucks  too  fast  in  this 
city,  and  too  many  people  are  killed  or 
injured  on  our  streets.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  people  every  day  are  killed  in 
auto  accidents  in  the  United  States.  Since 
January,  there  have  been  1 1  pedestrian 
fatalities  in  San  Francisco  alone. 

I  suspect  that  the  traffic  will  only  get 
better  after  it  gets  a  lot  worse.  Perhaps 
by  not  hurrying  we  can  make  it  worse 
sooner.  Nowadays,  cars  and  trucks  dom¬ 
inate  the  city.  Pedestrians  are  no  longer 
our  chief  concern.  I  am  one  who  thinks 
we  should  have  no  more  garages,  street 
widening,  or  freeways  coursing  through 
San  Francisco.  We  should  do  everything 


we  can  to  have  fewer  cars.  Better  public 
transportation,  more  walking  and  biking, 
and  slower  traffic  patterns  will  make  the 
city  a  more  human  and  humane  place. 

Now  I  must  confess  that  I  often  do 
walk  fast.  We  are  told  that  30  minutes  of 
brisk  walking  every  day  will  bring  us  bet¬ 
ter  health  and  longer  lives.  I  admire  men 
and  women  who  walk  to  work  wearing 
proper  athletic  shoes,  carrying  more  for¬ 
mal  wear  for  when  they  reach  the  office. 
I  do  some  hard  walking  from  time  to  time. 

However,  I  also  enjoy  the  stroll.  I  like 
what  I  call  urban  hikes:  going  through 
interesting  neighborhoods.  Twenty- 
fourth  Street  has  babies  and  coffee.  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  boasts  same-gender  affection 
in  black  leather  jackets.  West  Portal  is 
calm  and  sedate.  Union  Street  has  stores 
like  museums.  Chestnut  is  full  of  lively 
employed  young  adults  sitting  on  the 
sidewalk.  Haight  Street  has  unemployed 
young  adults  lounging  on  the  sidewalk. 
Clement  Street  is  crammed  with  Asian 
shops,  and  with  a  Russian  bakery  and 
competitive  restaurants.  Mission  Street 
has  the  barrio  air  with  a  red  and  yellow 
pinata  for  all.  Chinatown  is  another 
world,  a  magnet  for  tourists.  These 
streets  are  meant  for  strolling. 


Sadly,  these  excursions  are  marred 
and  made  dangerous  by  speeding  and 
honking  cars,  taxis,  buses,  and  the 
abomination  of  bikes  on  the  sidewalk. 
But  the  walks  are  still  worthwhile. 

Swimming  is  also  more  enjoyable 
when  I  go  more  slowly,  stretching  my 
limbs.  The  Koret  Athletic  Center  at  the 
University  of  San  Francisco  has  a  deli¬ 
cious  gleaming  swimming  pool.  I  get 
the  feel  of  the  green-blue  water  envelop¬ 
ing  me.  The  rhythm  of  breathing  feels 
good.  On  my  back  for  several  laps,  face 
down  in  the  water,  up  for  breathing  every 
fourth  stroke. ..the  swim  is  sensuous  as 
well  as  wet.  I  don’t  have  to  hurry. 

When  I  bike  along  the  Great  High¬ 
way,  other  bikers  whiz  by  me  at  zip- 
along  speeds.  I  don’t  mind.  I  bike  for 
pleasure.  I  watch  the  gray  waves  and 
blue  sky.  The  green  of  the  park  and  the 
magic  of  Stow  Lake  are  places  to  enjoy 
and  not  race  by. 

The  old  cliche  is  “stop  and  smell  the 
roses.”  I  look  at  people’s  faces,  clothes, 
and  bodies.  Listen  to  the  sounds  of 
voices,  accents,  and  languages.  Notice 
the  delicious  racial  and  ethnic  mix  of 
people  strolling  the  city — Asians,  Irish, 
Italians,  African-Americans,  WASPS.... 
Smell  the  food  cooking  and  perfumes  in 
the  air  (and  grunt  at  the  ugly  smells,  too). 

No  need  to  rush.  Not  all  life  is  big 
business,  the  fast  lane,  making  a  buck, 
and  hot  sales.  I  enjoy  my  life  a  lot  more 
since  I  have  stopped  hurrying.  □ 

A  Noe  Valley  resident  for  15  years , 
Robert  Warren  Cromey  is  the  author  of 
In  God’s  Image:  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Church,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Alamo  Square  Press.  He  has 
been  rector  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
on  Bush  Street  for  18  years.  His  wife 
Anne  teaches  English  at  the  Convent  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  High  School,  making 
her,  he  notes,  “ an  ex-Mormon,  married 
to  an  Episcopal  priest,  who  teaches  at  a 
Roman  Catholic  school."  Cromey’ s  three 
daughters  and  six  grandchildren  live  in 
New  England.  He  enjoys  strolling  along 
24th  Street  as  well  as  following  the  ./- 
Church  tracks  to  Dolores  Park. 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you 
to  express  your  fervent  opinions  on 
issues  affecting  the  neighborhood. 
Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be 
no  more  than  1,000  words,  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  email 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Include  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number, 
and  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  if  you’d  like  your 
manuscript  returned.  Thank  you. 


have  occasion  to  go  near  the  place. 
However,  about  six  months  ago  Valerie 
was  delighted  to  read  a  newspaper  col- 
urnn  in  which  the  writer  reported 
encountering  the  same  sort  of  disrespect 
from  the  help  there.  Valerie’s  crusade 
may  not  have  closed  the  theater’s  doors, 
but  it  is  no  doubt  gathering  steam 
among  disgruntled  patrons. 

With  all  this  focus  on  boycotts, 
you’re  probably  wondering  if  we  have 
any  time  left  in  our  lives  for  fun.  Don’t 
be  silly;  revenge  is  one  of  life’s  most 
underrated  pleasures.  And  besides — 
show  me  someone  who  loves  everyone 
in  the  world,  and  I'll  show  you  a  person 
who  isn’t  really  paying  close  attention.  □ 

Will  Walker  is  incensed  that  the  Voice 
decided  to  withhold  the  full  name  of  the 
theater  he  and  his  wife  are  boycotting. 
And  now  he's  threatening  to  boycott  us! 
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MAY  2000 


MAY  1-JUNE  5:  “Rfr-lmagining  the 
Masculine"  is  a  movement  and  ART 
WORKSHOP  for  men,  led  by  Dietmar 
Brinkman.  Mondays,  7:15-9:15  pm. 
Studio  C,  3252A 1 9th  St.  643-1250. 

MAY  2,  9,  23  &  30:  Preschool 
STORY  TIME,  a  program  for  children 
ages  3  to  5,  begins  at  10  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  3, 10, 17,  24  &  31:  The  Noe 

Valley  Library  holds  LAPSITS  for  tod¬ 
dlers.  7  pm.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  3-JUNE  14:  Learn  the  basics  of 
TAROT  reading,  using  the  Rider  Waite 
deck.  Wednesdays,  7  to  9  pm.  Array  of 
Light,  4291  24th  St.  642-9249. 

MAY  4-14;  JUNE  8-18:  Cheryl 
Simone  performs  a  SOLO  PLAY,  Single 
With  Kids.  Thurs.-Sat.,  8:30  pm;  Sun., 
7:30  pm.  May  performances  at  El  Teatro 
de  la  Esperanza,  2940 16th  St.,  255- 
2320;  June  performances  at  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926 16th  St.  861-5079. 

MAY  5:  Advocates  for  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center  sponsors  a  CLEANUP 
DAY  at  the  park,  at  Day  and  Sanchez.  9 
am-noon.  Call  Alison,  282-4796. 

MAY  6:  The  Mothers  of  Twins  Club 
hosts  a  GARAGE  SALE  with  twice  as 
many  clothes,  toys,  and  sundries  for 
children.  9  am-3  pm.  St.  John  of  God 
Church,  Fifth  Ave.  at  Irving  431-5751. 

MAY  6:  The  Festival  on  the  Hill's  SUN 
CELEBRATION  includes  giant  puppets, 
kites,  crafts,  and  science  fun.  11  am-3 
pm.  Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way.  554-9600,  ext.  25. 

MAY  6:  An  ORIGAMI  CLUB  for  all  ages 
begins  at  2  pm  at  the  Bernal  Heights 
Library.  500  Cortland  Ave.  695-5160. 


MAY  6  &  20:  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest  sponsors  TREE  CARE  workdays 
in  Glen  Park.  Meet  at  Alma  Hecht's 
house,  357  Chenery  between  Mateo  and 
Miguel.  8:30  am.  561-6890,  ext.  102. 


The  85-year-old  founder  of  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  Swami  Satchidananda, 
will  speak  May  1 1  at  the  Herbst  Theatre. 


MAY  6, 13,  20  &  27:  Saturday  ART 
WORKSHOPS  at  the  de  Young  Museum 
include  “Big  Kids/Little  Kids,”  for  ages 
3’/2  to  6,  and  “Doing  and  Viewing  Art," 
for  ages  7  to  12. 2-3:30  pm.  Golden 
Gate  Park.  750-3614. 

MAY  7:  Celebrate  CINCO  DE  MAYO 
with  a  10  am  parade  in  the  Mission  and 
a  festival  in  the  Civic  Center  Plaza,  fea¬ 
turing  music,  food,  and  a  low-rider  car 
show.  11  am-6  pm.  826-1401. 

MAY  7:  A  SECRET  GARDEN  TOUR  by 
the  Miraloma  Park  Improvement  Club 
offers  a  map  of  selected  sites  and  a 
reception.  1  -4  pm.  Call  334-5284. 


MAY  7  &  14:  Strybing  Arboretum's 
Story  Time  and  GARDEN  WALK  for  kids 
4  to  8  (with  parents)  features  a  May 
theme,  “Hours  of  Flowers.”  10:30  am. 
Ninth  Ave.  &  Lincoln.  661-1316,  ext.  303. 

MAY  9:  Tony  Sanchez  reads  his 
POETRY  at  7  pm,  followed  by  an  open 
mike.  Keane’s  3300  Club,  3300  Mission 
St.  826-6886. 

MAY  9,  23  &  30:  The  Glen  Park 
Library  offers  a  preschool  STORY  TIME. 
10  am.  653  Chenery  St.  337-4340. 

MAY  9-14:  The  six-day  YOUTH  ARTS 
FESTIVAL  at  the  de  Young  Museum 
showcases  visual  and  performing  arts 
by  students  in  grades  K  through  12. 
Golden  Gate  Park.  750-3614. 

MAY  11:  GURU  Sri  Swami  Satchi¬ 
dananda  gives  a  talk,  “To  Live  Freely 
and  Joyously,"  at  7:30  pm.  Herbst  The¬ 
ater,  401  Van  Ness.  For  information,  call 
the  Integral  Yoga  Institute  at  821  -1 1 1 7. 

MAY  11  &  25:  Array  of  Light  offers  an 
WORKSHOP  on  home  altars,  with 
insights  into  various  spiritual  practices. 
7-9  pm.  4291  24th  St.  642-9249. 

MAY  1 1 :  At  the  FRIENDS  of  Noe  Valley 
meeting,  Judy  Martens  of  the  Mission 
YMCA  will  speak  on  plans  to  open  a 
new  Y  on  Clipper  Street;  plus,  members 
will  discuss  the  “Manhattanization”  of 
the  neighborhood.  7:45  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  821-1086. 

MAY  11 -JUNE  11:  The  Encore  The¬ 
ater  Company  performs  the  West  Coast 
premiere  of  Lynne  Alvarez’s  COMEDY, 
Hidden  Parts.  8  pm.  Thurs.-Sun.  Thick 
House,  1695  18th  St.  401-8081. 


MAY  12:  Four  SONGWRITERS,  Steve 
August,  Andrew  Kerr,  John  Lester,  and 
Deborah  Pardes,  perform  “Songs  @ 
Noe”  in  the  round.  8  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  339-8633. 

MAY  12:  The  INA  CHAUS  Opera 
Ensemble  gives  an  all-Tchaikovsky  con¬ 
cert  to  celebrate  the  composer's  160th 
anniversary.  8  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  12-14:  The  Dance  Department 
of  the  School  of  the  Arts  performs  its 
18th  annual  SPRING  DANCE  CONCERT. 
Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  7  pm.  Cowell 
Theater,  Fort  Mason.  441-3687. 

MAY  12-14:  CHOREOGRAPHER 
Sonya  Delwaide  performs  “Deja 
Etendu,”  inspired  by  Finnish  and 
French-Canadian  folk  songs.  Fri.  & 

Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  7  pm.  Dance  Mission 
Theater.  3316  24th  St.  835-2124. 


“Tomatoe,”  a  pastel  by  Paul  Gibson, 
will  be  among  the  works  on  display 
Saturday,  May  13,  at  this  year's  Open 
Studios  at  Hunters  Point  Shipyard. 

MAY  13:  Integral  Yoga  Institute  cele¬ 
brates  its  30th  anniversary  with  free 
HATHA  YOGA  classes  and  a  video  of  Sri 
Satchidananda.  8  am-12:40  pm.  770 
Dolores  St.  821-1117. 


MAY  13:  The  Fair  Oaks  Neighbors' 

Flea  Market  and  FAIR  takes  place  on 
five  blocks  of  Fair  Oaks  between  21st 
and  26th  streets.  9  am  to  4  pm.  (Rain 
date  is  May  20.)  See  you  there! 

MAY  13:  The  seven-mile  Ron  Wilmot 
BIKE  RIDE  through  Golden  Gate  Park 
benefits  Project  Inform.  Check  in  at  9 
am  in  Peacock  Meadow,  just  past 
McLaren  Lodge  on  JFK  Blvd.  558-8669. 

MAY  13:  SLUG  sells  bargain  COM¬ 
POST  BINS  9  am  to  3  pm  in  the  Good¬ 
man  Lumber  parking  lot.  445  Bayshore 
Blvd.  Call  the  “Rotline,"  285-7585. 

MAY  13:  “Women  in  Transition  Talk¬ 
ing,”  a  FORUM  sponsored  by  the  Older 
Women's  League  (OWL),  runs  from  10 
am  to  12:30  pm.  First  Unitarian  Church 
1187  Franklin  St.  989-4422. 

MAY  13:  CHRIS  MOLLA  performs 
musical  entertainment  for  children  of  all 
ages.  10:30  am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451 
Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  13:  The  Spring  OPEN  STUDIO  at 
the  Hunters  Point  Shipyard  includes 
Noe  Valley  artists  Robin  Davey,  Monica 
Genevan,  Ream  Fowler,  Rene  Griffith, 
Michael  Hackett,  Marc  Ellen  Hamel, 
Wynne  Hayakawa,  Irene  Hendricks, 
Linda  Saytes,  and  Karen  Wenger.  11 
am-6  pm.  822-3809. 

MAY  13:  The  San  Francisco  Mystery 
Bookstore’s  all-day  celebration  of  MYS¬ 
TERY  WEEK  features  writers  Camille 
Minichino  and  Robin  Burcell  from  1  to 
2  pm,  Lynne  Murray  and  Jackie  Girdner 
from  2  to  3  pm,  Janet  Dawson  and 
Susan  Holtzer  from  3  to  4  pm,  and  Jon- 
nie  Jacobs  and  Lora  Roberts  from  4  to  5 
pm.  41 75  24th  St.  282-7444. 
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AlphaRabbit 

Web  Development 

•Web  Site  Design  and  Information 
Architecture 

One  site  does  not  fit  ail!  We’il  make  a  site  that  fits 
your  needs. 

•E-Commerce  and  Site  Hosting 

Includes  Shopping  Cart,  secure  transactions,  and 
web  site  hosting. 

•Writing  and  Editing 

Do  you  have  content  ready  to  go?  Or  do  you  need  to  start  from 
scratch?  We  can  help  get  your  content  ready  for  the  Web. 

•Graphics 

Unique  graphics  created  for  your  business  and  optimization  for  the 
Web.  Or,  if  you  prefer,  we  can  also  work  with  your  graphic  artist. 

•Flash  Animations 
•Website  maintenance 
•Consultation  and  Instruction 

We  can  improve  your  existing  website. 

•Special  Features:  Forums  •  Chat  *  Guestbook 
•  Message  Board  •  Postcards  •  Site  Search  Engine 
•  Site  Counters  •  Frontpage  Support  •  Visitor  Statistics 

WWW.ALPHARABBIT.COM  415.235.7757 


Get  into  Shape 


Do  you  want  to  get  into  shape 
hut  didn't  know  where  to  start? 

Need  to  jump  start  your  workout 
program  or  give  your  old  program  new 

energy? 

Well,  a  little  training  could  be  the  answer  for  you! 

Contact  Himi  Csolti 
415.206.1729 

10  years  experience  in  weight  training, 
body  sculpting  and  running 
All  fitness  levels  from  beginning  to  advanced 
ISSA  certified  trainer  at  World  Gym 
Half-hour  or  one  hour  sessions  available 


Buy  two  workout  sessions,  get  one  free. 
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CALENDAR 


MAY  14:  Celebrate  Mother’s  Day  at  the 
MILLION  MOM  MARCH  for  sensible 
gun  laws,  1  to  3  pm,  in  Oakland.  Meet 
on  the  City  Hall  steps,  Polk  Street  side 
at  1 1 :30  am,  to  take  BART  with  the  S.F. 
group.  To  join,  call  554-2747,  and  leave 
your  name  and  phone  number. 

MAY  16:  BIKE-TO-WORK  DAY,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Rides  for  Bay  Area  Commuters 
and  the  S.F.  Bicycle  Coalition,  features 
free  coffee  and  snacks  at  various  ener¬ 
gizer  stations.  For  info:  431  -BIKE. 

MAY  16:  FILMS  for  preschoolers 
screen  at  10  and  11  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

MAY  16:  Array  of  Light  hosts  a  rose 
quartz  CRYSTAL  WORKSHOP.  7-9  pm. 
4291  24th  St.  642-9249. 

MAY  16:  Rebecca  Solnit,  author  of 
Wanderlust:  A  History  of  WALKING, 
discusses  the  practical  issues  of  travel¬ 
ing  on  foot.  7  pm.  Get  Lost  Travel 
Books,  1825  Market  St.  437-0529. 

MAY  18:  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
(FUF)  sponsors  a  TREE  TOUR  along  the 
Embarcadero,  with  DPW  landscape 
architect  Martha  Ketterer.  Meet  at  the 
fountain  at  Justin  Herman  Plaza.  Noon. 
Call  Esta  at  FUF,  561-6890,  ext.  108. 

MAY  18:  The  Department  of  Building 
Inspection  offers  a  discussion,  “Learn¬ 
ing  the  HISTORY  of  Your  Building,"  in 
its  brown  bag  lunch  series.  Noon— 1:30 
pm.  1660  Mission  St.,  Room  2001. 

MAY  18:  Dr.  Neil  Birnbaum  tells 
“Everything  You  Ever  Wanted  to  Ask 
About  ARTHRITIS."  12:30-2:30  pm. 
California  Pacific  Medical  Center,  3700 
California  St.,  cafeteria  rooms  A,  B  &  C. 
1-800-464-6240. 


MAY  18:  A  public  meeting  to  discuss  a 
proposed  bond  issue  for  RENOVATIONS 
to  the  Noe  Valley  Library  and  other 
branch  libraries  will  be  held  from  7  to 
8:30  pm  at  the  Eureka  Valley  Library, 
3555  16th  St.  For  info,  call  695-5095. 

MAY  19:  JEFFERY  DEAVER  brings 
back  quadriplegic  detective  Lincoln 
Rhyme  in  The  Empty  Chair.  4-5  pm. 

San  Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  4175 
24th  St.  282-7444. 

MAY  19  &  20:  The  ROVA  Saxophone 
Quartet  performs  “Rovate  III:  An  Impro¬ 
viser’s  Festival.’’  8:30  pm.  ODC  Theater, 
315317th  St.  979-4500. 

MAY  19-21:  “Mud,  Mind,  and  Mag¬ 
pie,”  a  DANCE  and  theater  concert  by 
“local  babes  and  broads,”  begins  at  8 
pm.  Dancers'  Group  Studio  Theater, 

3221  22nd  St.  824-5044. 

MAY  19-21,  27  &  28:  The  Teen 
Musical  Theater  performs  Sondheim’s 
COMPANY.  8  pm,  except  May  21 ;  3  pm 
matinees  May  21  and  28.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9523. 

MAY  20:  BUG  DAY  at  the  Randall 
Museum  features  education  and  activi¬ 
ties,  plus  a  reading  of  “La  Mariposa”  at 
the  11:30  am  story  hour.  11  am-3pm. 
199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

MAY  20:  PARENTS  for  Public  Schools, 
a  national  organization  of  families  work¬ 
ing  for  school  reform,  meets  at  James 
Lick  School.  10  am-12:30  pm.1220 
Noe  St.  To  register,  call  642-6260. 

MAY  20:  Over  900  San  Francisco  stu¬ 
dents  perform  in  EVENT  2000,  a  free 
musical  theater  science  fiction  fantasy. 
12:30  pm.  Stern  Grove,  19th  Ave.  at 
Sloat.  510-437-9881. 


MAY  20:  Dr.  Victoria  Hamman  and 
Beyond  the  Sea  sponsor  a  Noe  Valley 
ALTERNATIVE  HEALTH  FAIR,  featuring 
aromatherapy,  acupuncture,  nature- 
pathic  and  Chinese  medicines,  yoga, 
and  massage  therapy.  1  -4  pm.  1303 
Castro  St.  285-4614. 

MAY  20:  The  NOE  VENABLE  TRIO  and 
Faun  Fables  perform  at  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


John  Robb  stars  in  Hidden  Paris,  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Encore  Theatre  Company 
May  1 1  to  June  1 1  at  the  Thick  House 
on  18th  Street.  Photo  by  Sieve  Mitchell. 


MAY  20:  The  ALVARADO  Arts  Program 
unveils  a  new  ceramic  tile  mural  created 
by  its  students  with  the  help  of  artist-in¬ 
residence  Paul  Lanier  and  the  Ruth 
Asawa  Fund.  2  pm.  Alvarado  School, 
625  Douglass  St.  695-5695. 


MAY  21:  The  Spring  CHILDREN’S 
FESTIVAL  at  Sunnyside  Park  features 
activities,  entertainment,  and  a  barbecue 
lunch,  to  benefit  the  Miraloma  Coopera¬ 
tive  Nursery  School.  11  am -4  pm. 
Foerster  at  Melrose  Ave.  585-6789. 

MAY  21:  The  School  of  the  Arts 
Motion  Picture  and  VIDEO  Department 
showcases  current  work  in  “The  Best  of 
the  Best,”  starting  at  1 1  am  at  the  Roxie 
Cinema.  3117 16th  St.  431-3611. 

MAY  21:  S.F.  Symphony  pianist  ROBIN 
SUTHERLAND  performs  Bach's  Gold- 
berg  Variations.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley 
CHAMBER  MUSIC  Series.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  333-9444. 

MAY  21:  Beth  Wilmurt  directs  the 
SPRING  CONCERT,  featuring  popular 
and  folk  songs,  at  Community  Music 
Center.  4  pm.  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  23:  Guided  meditations  and  dis¬ 
cussion  address  the  topic,  “Can  You  Be 
Touched  by  an  ANGEL?”  7  to  9  pm. 
Array  of  Light,  4291  24th  St.  642-9249. 

MAY  25:  FREDERICA  VON  STADE  and 
pianist  and  composer  Jake  Heggie  per¬ 
form  in  Community  Music  Center’s 
“Concerts  with  Conversation”  series. 
5:30  pm.  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

MAY  25:  This  month's  UPPER  NOE 
NEIGHBORS  meeting  will  focus  on 
"monster"  building  projects,  dogs  at 
Upper  Noe,  and  the  city  budget.  7:30 
pm.  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  & 
Sanchez.  285-0473. 

MAY  27:  Margaret  Lucke  leads  a  class 
in  MYSTERY  WRITING,  “Follow  the 
Clues.”  10  am-4  pm.  The  Writing 
Salon;  call  642-9793  to  register,  or 
email  www.writingsalons.com. 


June  Spoon  Croon 
Moon  Soon 

The  deadline  looms  for  the  June 
issue  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  arriv¬ 
ing  in  downtown  Noe  Valley  on  Fri¬ 
day,  June  2.  Please  send  in  your 
calendar  items  by  May  1 5. 

You  can  mail  them  to  Calendar, 

Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or 
email  zabarska@aol.com. 

For  last-minute  changes  or 
corrections,  call  Karol  at  285-6347. 


MAY  28:  CARNAVAL  San  Francisco 
features  a  parade  on  Mission  and  festi¬ 
val  on  Harrison  St.  between  16th  and 
23rd.  10am-7  pm.  826-1401. 

MAY  28:  Create  your  own  SAND  MAN- 
DALA  at  a  workshop  from  10  am  to  1 
pm.  Array  of  Light,  4291  24th  St.  642- 
9249. 

JUNE  3:  BOX  SET  DUO  performs  an 
acoustic  concert  at  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 
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IMPORTS 

Furniture 
Decorative  Items 
Accessories 

From  Around  the  World 

Also  featuring 
Fine  Lines  of 
Contemporary  Jewelry 


3910  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 
Open  11  a.m.  -  7  p.m.  Daily 

(415)  206-9838 
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"This  inexpensive  breakfast  and  lunch  diner  appeals  to 
those  with  a  hunger  for  sausage  and  eggs,  cheese  omelets, 
banana  pancakes  with  plenty  of  syrup,  patty  melts,  and  all 
those  foods  you  just  don't  take  for  granted  anymore." 

-  Paula  Tevis,  City  Search 


1748  Church  Street  @  Day  between  29th  and  30th  Streets 
OPEN  every  day 

Mon  -  Fri  7:00  am  -  2:30  pm 

Sat  -  Sun  7:30  am  -  3:00  pm 


415-282-7333 


All  orders  available  to  go.  •  Breakfast  and  lunch  served  all  day. 


Over  20  years  of  service  to 
our  Noe  Valley  neighbors. 


CUSTOM 

CAR  &  ENGINE  CARE 


•  Maintenance  •  Tune-Ups  •  Repair  •  Foreign  &  Domestic  • 

•  Complete  Automotive  and  Truck  Service  • 

•  Brakes  •  Fuel  Injection  Service  •  Clutches  • 

•  Air  Conditioning  Service  &  Repair  • 

•  Pick-Up  and  Delivery  Service  •  Complimentary  Towing  • 

•  Financing  Available  • 

ENGINE  REPAIR: 

Engine  Rebuilding  •  Engine  Restoration 

The  Latest  in  Computer  Diagnostics  for: 

•  Brakes  •  Tune-Ups  •  Transmission  &  Clutch  Repair  • 

Full  Service  Parts  and  Accessories  Department 

3730  Mission  Street  between  Highland  and  Park 

2  blocks  south  of  Cortland,  in  Bernal  Heights 
Close  to  Noe  Valley  and  Glen  Park 


Open  Monday  -  Friday  8:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Saturday  10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Phone:  415-647-0149 
Fax:  415-647-0182 


ASE  Certified 
Master 
Technicians 


•  Cash  •  Discover  •  Traveler’s  Checks  • 


Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


Mention  this  ad  and  receive 
10%  off  all  labor  charges 


expires  5/31/00 


GET  IT  TOGETHER 

ORGANIZING  SERVICES 


HOME 

Attics  Kitchens 
Closets  Basements 
Garages  Storage 


OFFICE 

Space  Planning 
Paper  Management 
Filing  Systems  Set-up 


Cynthia  Arnold 

Tel:  41 5.621.8270 
Email:  get  it  together@mail.com 


would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 


And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
California-grown  poultry.  M  f  SS^N 

2590  Mission  street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  FISH  &  POULTRY 


W  Ope  pay  gjg* 
Compost  Din  Sale  9am-3pm 

WRIGGLY  WRANCH 
Worm  Bin  white 

supplies  last! 

EARTH  MACHINE 
Backyard  Composter 


•  Cash.  Check  or  VISA/Mastercard 

•  Offer  for  San  Francisco 
residents  with  valid  ID 

•  Only  two  bins  per  household 
previous  year  buyers  included) 


Location  of  Spring  Compost  Bin  Sale: 
Goodman  Lumber,  445  Bayshore  Blvd. 

/ 


Sponsored  by: 

The  City  and 
County  of  ^§*53^ 
San  Francisco  sfrecyde.org 

(415)5S4flECYde 


Coordinated  by: 

San  Francisco  League 
of  Urban  Gardeners 
(415)  285-7585 


Gain  the 
Advantage 

•  In-depth  knowledge  of  the 
neighborhood! 

•  My  personal  service  through 
every  transaction! 

•  25  years  experience! 

•  An  association  with  a  company  of 
integrity  -  with  many  resources  for  you! 

Ask  Richard  Hippard 

YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  REALTOR 


PACIFIC  UNION 


Residential 
Real  Estate 


Direct -415-345-2565 


ROLFING 


Jeff  Belanger 

Certified  Advanced  Rolfer 

237  Jersey  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  94114 

415.331.5443 

noevalleyrolfer@hotmail.com 
Initial  Structural  Assessment  at  No  Charge 


Alleviate  Anxiety 
&  Depression 
Deepen  Relationships 
&  Intimacy 
Promote  Recovery 
&  Healing 
Enhance  Creativity 
&  Transitions 

°°  Rekindle  Hope  ^ 

415.647.6300 

A  CROUP  OF  INDEPENDENT  PRACTITIONERS 


Sovor 

The 

Flavor 


(415) 

282-0919 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Stephanie  Rapp 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Voice  profiling  new  shops  and  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  neighborhood.  This  month’s 
Store  Trek  introduces  two  new  clothing 
stores,  each  with  its  own  distinctive  style. 
One  specializes  in  comfortable  and  prac¬ 
tical  athletic  wear  for  women,  including 
jogging  suits  and  running  shoes.  The 
other  offers  a  wild,  eclectic  assortment  of 
new  and  vintage  fashions.  Go  take  a  look. 

Getups 

4028B  24th  Street  between  Noe 
and  Castro 
643-8877 

www.getupssf@aol.com 

You  know  from  the  moment  you  enter 
Getups  that  you’re  not  in  a  chain  store. 
The  shop  has  unique  written  all  over  it, 
from  the  bumt-orange  floor  to  the  leop¬ 
ard-print  armchairs  to  the  racy  mixture  of 
vintage,  new,  and  used  clothing. 

Lounge  music  adds  to  the  feeling  of  fun 
that  owner  Miles  Barry  is  trying  to  infuse 
into  the  shopping  experience.  (The  music 
is  a  real  departure  from  the  New  Age 
sounds  that  emanated  from  the  storefront 
in  the  ’80s,  when  it  was  filled  by  the  gift 
store  Star  Magic.) 

Open  since  early  April,  Getups  is 
Barry’s  first  store,  although  he’s  been  in 
the  retail  business  all  his  life.  He  brings 
his  experience  as  a  hair  stylist  and  win¬ 
dow  dresser  to  the  shop.  The  current  win¬ 
dow  display  is  an  homage  to  Mary  and 
Rhoda  of  1970s  TV  fame. 

The  shop  fits  a  need  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  according  to  Barry,  who  says  he 
loves  “Noe  Valley  for  its  diversity — gay, 
straight,  families,  singles.” 

Getups  carries  mostly  vintage  and  used 
women’s  clothing,  though  15  percent  of 
the  merchandise  is  new.  “1  carry  urban 
funky  and  contemporary  clothes,”  Barry 
says. 

Most  of  the  items  in  the  store  are  priced 
at  under  $50,  including  the  new  mer¬ 
chandise.  You  can  find  hip  summer 
dresses  for  well  under  $40.  The  most  ex¬ 
pensive  item  in  April  was  a  vintage  faux 
fur  coat  for  $150. 

In  addition  to  being  the  owner,  Barry 
is  also  the  buyer,  stock  boy,  cashier,  win¬ 
dow  dresser,  and  salesperson.  He  restocks 
the  inventory  every  week,  buying  from 
sources  he’s  cultivated  over  the  years. 
“It’s  a  labor  of  love,”  he  says. 

And  the  name?  It  comes  from  a  Maya 
Angelou  poem.  When  she  was  young  and 
poor,  Angelou  would  go  to  the  thrift 
stores  and  put  outfits  together.  In  the 
South,  this  kind  of  piecing  together  of 
clothes  and  accessories  is  called  creating 
a  get-up.  “I  read  that  poem  one  night  and 
I  knew  that  was  it,”  Barry  says. 

The  store  is  dog-  and  stroller-friendly, 
with  two  dressing  rooms  and  lots  of  floor 
space.  To  personalize  the  shopping,  Barry 
plans  to  keep  a  book  of  customers’  pref¬ 
erences,  sizes,  and  other  details. 

Barry  may  expand  the  store’s  hours  in 
the  future,  but  for  now  Getups  is  open 
from  11  a.rii.  to  6:30  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Sunday. 

See  Jane  Run 

3870  24th  Street  between  Vicksburg 
and  Sanchez 
401-8338 

www.seejanerunsports.com 

Owner  Lori  Shannon  created  this  all¬ 
women’s  athletic  gear  store  with  a  vision 
in  mind.  As  a  runner,  biker,  and  mara¬ 


Miles  Barry’s  inspirations  range  from  Maya 
Angelou  to  Mary  Tyler  Moore.  There’s  a  bit  of 
both  at  Getups,  where  Barry  sells  new  and  used 
women's  clothes  in  a  unique  retail  environment. 


thoner.  Shannon  recognizes  the  joy  and 
personal  strength  that  women  can  achieve 
through  athletics. 

“My  goal  is  to  empower  women 
through  sports  or  fitness.  I  would  go  to 
sporting  goods  stores  and  ask  myself. 
Why  do  women  only  have  three  shoes  to 
choose  from  and  men  have  fifty?” 


To  level  the  playing  field,  Shannon 
opened  See  Jane  Run  in  April  in  the  recently 
vacated  storefront  next  to  Martha  &  Bros. 
Coffee  on  24th  Street.  Although  she  lives 
in  the  Mission,  Shannon  loves  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  figured  the  neighborhood  could 
use  a  boost  in  the  fitness  department. 

Ultimately,  See  Jane  Run  will  offer  30 
different  styles  of  footwear.  Shannon  now 
stocks  quality  brands  such  as  Asics, 
Saucony,  Adidas,  Moving  Comfort,  and 
Perlazuma.  Shoes  range  from  $65  to 
$119,  with  the  popular  Saucony  Grid 
Omni  selling  for  $79.99. 

Shannon  also  offers  women’s  athletic 
clothes  —  shorts,  sweats,  jackets,  swim¬ 
suits  (and  goggles)  —  in  all  shapes  and 
sizes.  She  carries  sizes  up  to  extra-large, 
and  will  add  plus  sizes  in  the  future.  T- 
shirts  start  at  around  $25. 

The  shop’s  primary  aim  is  to  supply 
gear  for  runners,  cyclers,  and  general  fit¬ 
ness  enthusiasts,  but  Shannon  hopes  to 
add  soccer  and  outdoor  fitness  apparel 
and  accessories  soon. 

More  than  a  clothes  and  shoes  outlet, 
See  Jane  Run  will  also  act  as  a  resource 
center.  Shannon  plans  to  start  a  See  Jane 
Run  running  group  and  a  tri-club  (tri- 
athletic)  for  the  area.  “A  lot  of  women  are 
intimidated  by  sports.  I  want  to  get  them 
active  and  help  them  make  the  right 
choices,”  she  says. 

Store  manager  Lisa  Raphael,  who 
brings  18  years  of  experience  as  a  per- 


Lori  Shannon’s  See  Jane  Run  offers  a  cornucopia 
of  athletic  shoes,  clothing,  and  accessories  for 
women  of  all  sizes,  ages,  and  fitness  levels. 

Photos  by  Charles  Kennard 


sonal  trainer  to  the  job,  will  be  on  hand  to 
help  the  sports  neophyte.  “If  you  want 
something  that  we  don’t  carry,  just  ask  us 
and  we’ll  try  to  get  it  for  you,”  she  says. 

Current  hours  are  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m., 
Tuesday  through  Friday;  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
on  Saturday;  and  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day.  Monday  hours  may  be  added  later. 


Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

When  Excellence  Counts 
Demand  the  Very  Best" 


Real  Estate  Expertise: 

15+  Years  Full-Time  Experience 
Top  1%  Nationally  for  10+  Years 
600+  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

Background  for  Real  Estate: 

Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  20+  Years 
Income  Property  Owner  and  Manager,  15+  Years 
Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling  Skills 

Community  Activities: 

Co-Chairperson,  Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  10  Years 
Neighborhood  Beautification  and  Improvements 
Organized  Sidewalk  Plantings  for  350  Trees  in  Noe  Valley 


Sue  Bowie 

Top  1%  Nationally 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aoi.com 


vmyj  Prudential 

California  Realty' 

677  Tortola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Tortola 
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Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 


Tues-Sat  10am-9pm 
Sunday  1 1am-6pm 
Closed  Mondays 


&  Records 


2788  ‘Diamond,  S\t  Cfienery  -  in  Qten  Dark  -  (415)  586-3733 

New,  Used  &  Rare  Books  in  all  fields 
plus  LPs  &  45s  -  jazz,  classical  &  more! 

Discounts  ad  month  -  6ut  diminishing  day  by  day! 

_  So  hurry  in  before  they're  gone. _ „ 

Call  store  for  schedule  of  Tuesday  &  Sunday  events 
Staged  readings  -  poetry  -  science  demos  -  live  music,  etc. 


M.B. 

Electric 

(4 1 5)  648-2609 
Michael  Ballingall 


Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  4793 1 3 


Village 

CeJJar 

(415)  333-WINE 
(415)  333-9463 

678  Chenery  Street,  at  Diamond 
Marie  P.  Simard 


*  * 
•  * 


■  * 


•  * 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 


Learn  the  secret  story  of  your  home. 


glen  park  dental 

Dan  Gustavson,  DDS 

415-585-1500  tel 
415-585-1567  fax 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 
www.glenparkdental.com 


SHANTA 

CARPENTRY 
&  CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
A  remodeling 
A  kitchens  /  baths 
A  elec.  /  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
A  repair  /  dry  rot 
additions 
Lie.  No.  442870 


foundation  to  finish 


821  -4091 


Marie  P.  Simard 
Proprie'taire 

Fine  Coffees  •  Teas  •  Desserts 
Open  7  Days 
M-F  6:30am  -  7:30pm 
Sat.  7am  -  6:30pm 
Sun.  8am  -  6pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond  Street  SF,  941 3 1 

Near  Glen  Park  BART 


GLEN  PARK 

Neighbors 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 
Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761  a 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


dk Video 


Glen  Park's 
Neighborhood 
Video  Store 
VHS  •  DVD  •  Games 
Over  10,000  Titles 

(including  lots  of  foreign, 
documentary  and  "indie"  films) 

3  Night  Rentals 

(Rent  Friday  -  Return  Monday) 

2810  Diamond  St. 

(Near  BART) 

333-7321 

www.drvid.com 


YOUR  GLEN  PARK  CONNECTION 

550-1302  EXT.  215 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Signs  of  Life 


Since  becoming  an  octogenarian  in 
1999, 1  admit  I’ve  begun  to  act  my 
age — moving  slower,  sleeping  more 
hours  each  night,  and  accomplishing 
much  less  during  the  day.  But  over  the 
past  two  months,  I  seem  to  have  mirac¬ 
ulously  picked  up  speed  again. 

In  February,  I  had  a  sudden  burst  of 
energy  directed  almost  exclusively  at 
household  chores!  Before,  I’d  been  able 
to  neglect  or  overlook  such  drudgery 
completely. 

The  kitchen  was  my  first  target.  I 
found  myself  scrubbing  the  floor  and 
cleaning  the  stove,  de-gunking  the  burn¬ 
ers  every  few  days,  even  scouring  the 
bottoms  of  pots  and  pans.  I  knew  things 
were  getting  out  of  hand  when  I  painted 
the  bathroom  and  began  sorting  through 
old  clothes,  shoes,  and  shopping  bags  in 
our  closets.  The  day  I  found  myself  giv¬ 
ing  the  not-half-bad  kitchen  curtains  a 
critical  appraisal,  I  started  entertaining 
the  notion  that  Martha  Stewart  had 
finally  taken  possession  of  my  normally 
tranquil  soul. 

My  man  Leo  couldn’t  help  but  notice 
the  flurry  of  activity,  and  in  March  he 
asked — in  jest,  of  course — if  I  was 
pregnant.  He  remembered  the  strange 
behavior  that  had  preceded  the  birth  of 
each  of  our  three  sons.  My  tidiness  at 
that  time  was  caused  by  the  nesting 
instinct,  but  now,  during  these  august 
years,  why  was  I  occupied  in  such 
pointless  pursuits? 

Last  month  I  came  across  a  plausible 
explanation.  Minerva,  who  writes  the 
Sunday  horoscope  column  for  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  clarified  how  my 
sign,  Aquarius,  the  perennial  gadabout, 
could  have  a  sudden  need  to  stay  home 
and  clean  house  like  crazy.  She  sug¬ 
gested  that  three  rather  pushy  planets — 
Jupiter,  Mars,  and  Saturn — had  been 
hanging  out  in  my  house  and  prodding 
me  to  shape  up.  I  guess  that’s  as  good  a 
reason  as  any. 

Over  the  past  decade,  Leo  and  I  both 
could  have  used  more  frequent  visits 
from  Jupiter  and  Saturn.  For  several 
years,  the  facade  of  our  house  on  21st 
Street  has  been  in  dire  need  of  a  new 
paint  job.  It  was  30  years  ago  when  our 
19-year-old  son  Jan  scaled  a  30-foot 
extension  ladder  to  cover  the  surface 
with  brown  paint.  Jan  is  still  a  great 
fixer-upper,  but  he  doesn’t  live  in  the 
area  anymore,  so  last  fall  we  began 
thumbing  through  the  ads  in  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice.  There  we  found  an  attrac¬ 
tive  advertisement  for  Robert’s  Quality 
Painting.  It  stated  that  no  job  was  too 
small.  We  liked  the  sound  of  that. 

In  February,  Robert  started  sanding 
and  puttying,  and  then  on  days  when  it 
wasn’t  raining,  dabbing  on  a  fresh  coat 
of  brown  paint  over  our  poor  weathered 
shingles.  At  the  end  of  the  job,  our 
house  looked  like  new! 

In  fact,  the  facade  looked  so  fine,  the 
wooden  steps  leading  up  to  it  seemed 
shabby  by  contrast.  Fortunately,  I  was 
entering  my  Jupiter  phase.  So  I  painted 
the  steps,  which  in  turn  made  the  plant 
ledge  look  bad.  It  was  a  week  before 
things  got  up  to  snuff. 

While  doing  the  front  steps,  I  could 
not  bring  myself  to  paint  over  a  charm¬ 
ing  chalk  drawing  of  a  snail  that  our  son 
Eric  had  done  when  he  was  a  little  kid. 


At  Leo’s  suggestion,  I  painted  around  it. 
We  are  delighted  we  can  continue  to 
observe  our  talented  son’s  early  work. 
(He  grew  up  to  become  a  graphic  artist 
and  printer.) 

One  day  we  were  admiring  the  shiny 
new  facade  when  we  noticed  a  fresh 
raccoon  print  on  the  ground  next  to  the 
narrow  space  between  our  house  and 
the  neighbor’s  house  down  the  hill.  So 
the  little  masked  beggars  are  still 
around,  we  thought. 

We  used  to  hear  them  romping  on  the 
roof  at  night,  but  for  over  a  year  we’d 
seen  no  sign  of  them.  The  footprint 
reminded  me  of  a  strange  encounter  I ’d 
had  about  five  years  ago.  One  evening, 
while  straightening  up  after  dinner,  I 
heard  a  thumping  coming  from  the  wall 
on  the  dining-room  side  of  the  house. 
The  noise  sounded  like  the  scratching 
sound  our  dog  Fred  made  when  he 
sought  relief  from  a  flea  or  two.  How¬ 
ever,  Fred  was  no  longer  with  us. 

When  I  went  outside  to  investigate 
and  peered  into  the  crack  between  the 
two  houses — this  space  is  barely  big 
enough  for  a  cat  to  squeeze  through — I 
was  surprised  to  see  a  dark  shadowy 
mass  with  two  glowing  eyes  suspended 
15  feet  above  the  ground!  How  could 
the  raccoon  remain  floating  in  midair? 

It  turned  out  that  during  the  last  roof¬ 
ing  operation,  a  large  piece  of  metal  had 
slipped  down  and  lodged  between  the 
houses,  providing  a  secure  daytime 
sleeping  bunk  for  our  neighborhood’s 
more  clever  nocturnal  creatures. 

After  we  saw  the  new  evidence  of 
raccoons,  Leo  decided  to  join  in  my 
tidying-up  frenzy  and  clean  out  the 
debris  that  had  collected  around  the  out¬ 
side  of  the  house.  In  all,  he  removed 
three  barrels  of  aged  cedar  shingles, 
broken  bits  of  asphalt,  and  an  unclaimed 
pair  of  nylon  pantyhose.  (Perhaps  one 
of  our  house  guests  dropped  it  from  a 
window.)  Then  he  got  a  pole  and  poked 
out  the  two-by-three-foot  dented  piece 
of  metal  that  had  served  as  the  rac¬ 
coons’  posturepedic  mattress.  Please 
forgive  us,  furry  ones! 

Getting  back  to  horoscopes...  A  few 
years  ago  we  were  at  a  dinner 
party  and  one  of  the  guests  remarked 
that  she  was  having  trouble  with  a  per¬ 
son  she  worked  with,  adding  that  she 
always  had  difficulty  with  people  bom 
under  the  sign  of  Libra.  Thoughtlessly,  I 
volunteered  that  my  mother-in-law  was 
a  Libra,  to  which  she  blurted  out, 

“See!"  Before  I  could  say  a  word  in 
defense  of  my  admirable  mother-in-law, 
our  host,  who  was  a  noted  physicist, 
interrupted  with,  “You  don’t  believe  in 
that  stuff,  do  you?” 

Actually,  it  was  my  mother-in-law 
who  first  introduced  me  to  the  Zodiac. 
Since  she  knew  the  exact  moment  of  her 
two  sons’  births,  she  had  asked  a  profes¬ 
sional  astrologer  to  chart  their  future. 

He  told  her  that  her  youngest  son, 
Richard,  would  achieve  success  early  in 
life.  This  turned  out  to  be  true:  Richard 


English  Tea  Room 
We  Can  Cater  All  Your 


Parties 

Your  Place  or  Ours! 

High  Tea  Served  All  Day 
Gift  Baskets  &  Gift  Certificates  Available 


Psychic  Readings:  Tuesday  &  Wednesday,  2:00  -  7:00  p.m., 
Thursday  &  Friday,  2:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

1195  Church  Street  at  24th  St.  •  415-648-5895 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday  1 1:00  —  7:00 
Thursday  &  Friday  1 1:00  -  9:00 
Saturday  &  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 


Holub  was  in  his  20s  when  he  was  dec¬ 
orated  with  a  Legion  of  Merit  medal 
while  serving  in  the  Air  Force  during 
World  War  II. 

The  seer  then  predicted  that  her  other 
son  (my  man  Leo)  would  find  success 
later  in  life.  Leo  has  always  been  a 
respected  and  dedicated  worker,  but 
recognition  did  arrive  late  in  his  career, 
and  we’re  happy  his  mother  lived  long 
enough  to  savor  it. 

It  seems  to  me  mankind  has  forgotten 
how  vital  astrology  has  been  to  us. 
According  to  the  encyclopedia,  the 
ancient  stargazers  studied  the  heavenly 
bodies  and  divided  them  into  12  divi¬ 
sions  that  gave  us  our  present  year. 

Three  thousand  years  ago  in  Babylonia, 
astrology  was  consulted  for  large-scale 
events  such  as  wars,  floods,  and 
eclipses.  In  the  4th  century  B.C.,  the 
Greeks  worked  out  individual  destinies 
based  on  the  moment  of  birth.  Soon,  the 
Romans  and  Arabs  became  the  chief 
exponents  of  astrology  and  astronomy. 
During  the  15th  and  16th  centuries, 
astrology  was  one  of  the  foremost  sci¬ 
ences  taught  in  European  universities. 

In  the  18th  century,  astrology  and 
medicine  were  closely  linked.  Each  sign 
was  associated  with  a  part  of  the  body, 
so  birth  signs  indicated  weaknesses  the 
patient  was  subject  to.  My  sign,  Aquar¬ 
ius,  rules  the  circulation,  and  Aquarians 
are  said  to  suffer  from  varicose  veins 
(I’ve  got  ’em),  as  well  as  hardening  of 
the  arteries  (not  yet,  but  how  can  I  tell?). 

Leo  is  a  Sagittarius,  with  Aquarius 
rising,  according  to  his  mother. 
(Astrologers  consider  the  rising  sign  to 
be  as  important  an  influence  as  the  sun 
sign.)  That  could  explain  why  he  too 
has  recently  become  work-driven. 

Do  I  believe  in  all  that  stuff?  Well, 
only  when  it  seems  helpful.  Still,  I 
would  really  like  to  know  how  much 
longer  these  pesky  planets  are  going  to 
be  staying  in  my  house!  □ 


Come  visit  us  at 
1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 


Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 

We  operate  our  own  plant 

Coin-Op  Laundry 

Very  Convenient  Location 


Monday  -  Friday,  7:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  8:30  -  6:00 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 


Grades  K  -  8 

Where  children  get  more 
from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  With  International  Standards 
All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well-rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Now  Accepting  Enrollment  in  All  Grades 
For  the  2000  -  2001  school  year 

CREATIVE  SUMMER  2000 

July  31  -  August  18 

180  Fair  Oaks 

In  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  &  23rd  Streets 

(415)  824-2240 

_ 


Are  you  looking  for 
an  excellent  education  for 
your  grade-school  child? 
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We  are  a  Catholic  school  that  serves  families 
of  multi-ethnic  and  social  backgrounds, 
in  an  environment  of  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

We  have  a  tradition  of  serving  grades  K  -  8 
for  nearly  80  years.  We  were  the  first  archdiocesan 
school  to  pioneer  extended  day  care. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority,  in  an  atmosphere  of 
care  and  concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in 
San  Franciscos  Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Our  prices  are  competitive. 

For  further  information,  call  648-2055 

St.  Paul’s  School 
1690  Church  Street  at  29th 
(415)  648-2055 


A  iT  HOSPITAL 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


Centrally  Located 
With  Available  Parking 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sf.  org 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 

•  Referral  and  Information 
415-821 -DOCS 
(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 
415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education  Center 

415-641-6826 

•  M.O.M. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 

A  private  community  hospital 
accepting  most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare  and  Medi-Cal. 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  f  Installation 
Maintenance  F  Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

located  in  Noe  Valley 

415  821  3760 


LANDSCAPE  CONT 


R  LICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


Celebrating  25  Years 

Mary  Ann  Hall’s 

MUSIC  FOR  CHILDREN 

Connecting  the  ART  of  the  music  with  the  HEART  of  the  child 
A  nationally-acclaimed  music  program  comes  to  The  Noe  Valley 

Mystical,  Magical  Musical  Trips 
Join  us  for  a  six-week  program: 
Song,  Dance,  Dramatic  Play 
Instruments  and  Rhymes  every  day 


Age-appropriate  classes  for  children 
10  months  to  6  years  old. 

Meet  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays 

for  more  information,  call: 

661-4109  /  888-413-NOTE  (outside  San  Francisco) 
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founded  in  1972 
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Here’s  To  You,  Grad! 

All  your  graduation  needs  at 

TM  ONE  STOP  PARTY  SHOP 

Paper  Products  •  Cards  •  Balloons  •  Great  Gifts 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  Street 

San  Francisco  94131  •  (415)  824-0414  ^ 

Open  Tuesday  through  Friday,  12  noon  to  6  p.jl  \ 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
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ARE  WE 
THERE 
YET? 

Family  Adventures 
Close  to  Home 


Bleacher  Bums 

Baseball  at 
Pacific  Bell  Park 

By  Janis  Cooke  Newman 

“1 A  fhich  ones  are  the  Giants,  and 

V  V  which  are  the  Milwaukee 
Hebrews?”  asks  my  5-year-old  son, 
Alex. 

“The  Giants  are  the  ones  in  the  shiny 
pants,”  I  tell  him. 

In  front  of  us,  three  guys  who  have 
dyed  their  hair  orange  are  waving 
frantically,  trying  to  get  the  stadium 
cameraman  to  notice  them.  Behind  us, 
a  man  in  a  Giants  T-shirt  is  talking  on 
a  cell  phone.  “I’m  just  below  the  pinkie 
of  the  giant  glove,”  he  tells  the  person 
on  the  other  end. 

“And  now  please  rise  for  the  very 
first  performance  of  the  national  anthem 
in  Pacific  Bell  Park,”  says  the  female 
announcer’s  voice.  We  rise  and  stand  at 
attention  while  a  man  in  a  tuxedo  plays 
the  Star-Spangled  Banner  on  a  violin. 

We’re  at  the  first  game  in  Pac  Bell 
Park:  the  San  Francisco  Giants  versus 
,  the  Milwaukee  Brewers.  It’s  an  historic 
occasion,  especially  for  longtime  Giants 
fans.  On  the  way  in,  we  spotted  a  grand¬ 
father,  father,  and  son  in  Giants  hats 


The  Stats 

Tickets:  Most  games  at  Pac  Bell  Park 
are  sold  out.  However,  500  bleacher 
seats  will  be  sold  two  hours  prior  to 
every  game.  Here’s  how  it  works  (don't 
ask  me,  I  didn’t  make  the  rules):  Four 
hours  prior  to  the  game,  Giants  Security 
will  distribute  500  wristbands  to  fans  in 
line  at  the  King  Street  ticket  window 
closest  to  Willie  Mays  Plaza.  An  hour 
later,  a  police  officer  will  draw  a  ran¬ 
dom  number  between  1  and  500.  The 
person  with  the  numbered  wristband 
that  matches  the  lottery  number  will 
become  the  first  person  invited  to  pur¬ 
chase  up  to  four  day-of-game  tickets. 
The  next  ticket  buyer  will  have  the 
number  that  comes  next  sequentially,  and 
so  on.  Two  hours  before  the  game,  the 
ticket  windows  will  open,  and  the  sale 
of  the  bleacher  seats  and  Standing  Room 
Only  tickets  will  begin.  (Yes,  there  is 
paid  standing  room  within  the  stadium.) 

But  now  that  all  the  excitement  has  died 
down,  I’d  be  willing  to  bet  that  you  can 
show  up  one  or  two  hours  before  a 
game  and  still  get  seats.  Also,  you’re 
likely  to  find  people  scalping  other  tick¬ 
ets  outside  the  stadium. 

Seeing  the  Game  for  Free:  You  can 
also  stand  outside  the  ballpark  and 
watch  the  game  through  the  portholes 
on  the  bay  side.  While  there’s  no  offi¬ 
cial  policy  yet,  you  may  not  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  one  spot  for  the  whole  game. 

Getting  There:  The  whole  point  of 
putting  Pac  Bell  Park  in  the  city  was  so 
that  people  could  walk,  bike,  or  take 
public  transportation.  We  took  the  F- 
Market  line  to  Third  Street  and  walked 
south  to  the  park.  On  game  days  you 
can  take  the  N,  K,  or  M  lines  to  Second 
and  King,  adjacent  to  the  park.  There 
will  also  be  a  special  ballpark  shuttle 
from  the  Montgomery  Street  BART 
Station.  Call  817-1717  for  a  schedule. 

For  More  Information:  Visit  the 
Giants’  home  page  at  www.sfgiants.com 
or  call  4 15-972-2000.  —J.C.N. 


Say  Hey!  Pacific  Bell  Park  features  plenty  of  family-friendly  amenities,  from  changing  tables  in  the  men’s  rooms  to  a  play  area  behind  the  left- 
field  bleachers.  And  baseball  purists  will  appreciate  the  real  grass,  the  Polish  dogs,  and  the  brutal  brick  wall  in  right  field  that  turns  long  sin¬ 
gles  into  lung-busting  triples.. .and  don’t  forget  the  terrific  statue  of  Willie  Mays  out  front.  Photo  by  Ken  Newman 


climbing  the  statue  of  Willie  Mays  to 
have  their  picture  taken.  Beside  them,  a 
chubby  man  was  waving  around  the  plas¬ 
tic  sleeve  he’d  brought  along  to  preserve 
his  ticket.  “I’ve  got  every  opening  day,” 
he  told  us,  “and  the  earthquake  game.” 

We  bought  our  tickets  at  a  fundraiser 
for  Alex’s  preschool,  where  we  paid 
considerably  more  than  their  $10  face 
value.  They’re  bleacher  seats,  but  what 
the  heck,  at  least  we’re  at  the  game. 

Out  on  the  field,  Barry  Bonds  comes 
up  to  bat.  Our  bleachermates  stand  and 
chant,  “Water!  Water!”  encouraging 
Bonds  to  become  the  first  player  to  ter¬ 
rorize  the  fish  in  San  Francisco  Bay.  In 
the  water  beyond  the  right-field  wall, 
people  in  yachts  and  little  dinghies  float 
around  in  circles,  hoping  to  retrieve  any 
splash  hits. 

Bonds  fails  to  stun  any  sea  life  (on 
this  night  anyway — the  next  afternoon 
he  gave  the  boaters  a  thrill),  and  Alex, 
along  with  a  few  of  the  grownups,  starts 
to  get  restless.  I  take  him  to  see  the 
slides  inside  the  giant  Coke  bottle. 

Okay,  okay,  so  the  enormous  Coke 
bottle  is  an  in-your-face  product 
endorsement.  But  it  looks  good  lit  up  at 
night,  and  the  slides  are  very  cool.  They 
are  long  silver  tubes:  two  tall,  straight 
ones  called  Guzzlers,  and  two  curvy 
ones  aptly  named  Twisters.  Alex  and  I 
get  at  the  back  of  a  line  made  up  mostly 
of  adults. 

“The  Guzzlers  are  closed,”  a  boy  in  a 
knit  Raiders  cap  informs  us. 

“How  come?”  I  ask. 


“A  kid  threw  up  Coke  in  them,”  he 
says.  It  seems  appropriate. 

Alex  and  I  try  both  of  the  Twisters 
twice,  flying  through  the  metal  tubes  like 
caffeinated  soft  drinks  down  a  colossal 
robot’s  throat.  Judging  from  the  relative 
quiet  in  the  stands,  we  haven’t  missed 
any  actual  baseball,  so  we  head  out  to 
see  what  other  diversions  we  can  find. 

The  whole  area  behind  the  bleachers 
turns  out  to  be  a  good  place  to  take  rest¬ 
less  kids.  Near  the  slides  is  a  miniature 
replica  of  Pac  Bell  Park,  with  a  small- 
scale  baseball  diamond  and  screaming 
fans  painted  into  the  stands.  A  toddler 
dashes  around  behind  the  bases  like  a 
disoriented  outfielder. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Coke  bottle, 
we  find  an  astroturfed  area  that  ends  at  a 
high  padded  wall.  Small  boys  take  turns 
flinging  themselves  against  the  wall, 
catching  imaginary  fly  balls. 

“I’m  hungry,”  Alex  says.  Which  is  no 
problem,  since  ballparks  carry  plenty  of 
kid  food:  hot  dogs,  popcorn.  Cracker 
Jacks,  cotton  candy.  We  eat  our  hot  dogs 
at  a  cafe  table  on  the  cement  patio 
behind  the  bleachers.  From  here  we’ve 
got  a  view  of  palm  trees,  the  masts  of 
the  sailboats  in  the  marina,  and  the 
strings  of  lights  on  the  Bay  Bridge. 

This  is  the  thing  about  Pacific  Bell 
Park.  Like  the  city  it’s  built  in,  it’s 
loaded  with  fabulous  views.  And  the 
bricked  walls  and  arched  entryways 
give  it  an  old-fashioned,  small-town- 
America,  field-of-dreams-if-you-build- 
it-they-will-come  feel. 


Back  in  the  bleachers,  it’s  the  Giants’ 
turn  at  bat. 

“Go,  whatever  your  name  is!”  Alex 
shouts  at  Armando  Rios. 

The  lighted  scoreboard  behind  us  is 
acting  up,  and  Felipe  Crespo  appears  to 
be  batting  second,  third,  and  sixth. 

“It’s  the  Amazing  Crespo!”  a  guy 
behind  us  shouts  when  Felipe  comes  up 
to  the  plate. 

“What  the  hell  is  he  gonna  do  if  he 
gets  on  base?”  asks  the  guy’s  friend. 

I’m  thinking  that  the  bleachers  are 
pretty  great  after  all.  They’re  cheap, 
close  to  the  action  without  being  in  the 
path  of  any  foul  balls,  and  within  spit¬ 
ting  distance  of  the  Coca-Cola  slides. 
They  might  even  be  the  best  seats  for 
kids,  as  long  as  you  don’t  mind  having 
your  child  exposed  to  expressions  like, 
“Rueter,  you  suck!” 

Next  to  us,  a  man  in  a  Giants’  uni¬ 
form  shirt  is  beaming  like  a  5-year-old 
at  a  birthday  party.  “This  is  the  coolest 
ballpark  I’ve  ever  been  to!”  he  says. 
“Go,  Crespo!”  I  shout.  □ 

Are  We  There  Yet?  is  a  Voice 
feature  about  places  to  go  and 
things  to  do  with  your  kids.  If 
there’s  an  activity  or  outing  you'd 
like  to  see  explored,  please  email 
Janis  Cooke  Newman  at 
j-newman@pacbell.net  or  write  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Fraticisco,  CA  94114. 


KATHI  O’LEARY 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

4  1  5-552-0905 
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Children’s  Day  School 


As  a  community, 
Children’s  Day  School 
strives  to  be 
compassionate  and 
generous,  and  to 
promote  justice  and 
respect  for  all  people 
regardless  of  age, 
gender,  race,  ethnicity, 
culture,  religion,  sexual 
orientation,  abilities  or 
family  circumstance. 


Grades  K-8  and  preschool  (Middle 
school  will  be  added  one  year  at  a  time 
beginning  September  2003.) 

Ethnically  and  culturally  diverse  faculty 

Fully  integrated  project-based 
curriculum  with  special  emphasis 
on  music,  art,  Spanish,  and  the 
environment 


Science  program  augmented  by  an  on¬ 
site  farm  and  organic  garden 


Intergenerational  program  with  local 
seniors 


Afterschool  program  and  mid-year 
enrollment  available 


Tuition  assistance  available 


Come  visit  our 
sunny,  one-acre 
campus  near  Mission 
Dolores  with  its 
farm,  garden,  and 
large,  sheltered  play 
space. 

333  Dolores  St. 
(btw.  16th  &  17th), 
San  Francisco,  CA 

4  I  5-864-5432 
www.cds-sforg 
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CHILDRENS 

DAY 

SCHOOL 


A)  oe  Valley  yVloms . . . 

Thanks  for  being  there  every  step  of  the  way. 
We  cou  Idn't  do  it  without  your  support! 

HAPPY  MOTHER'S  DAY 


little  bean  sprouts 


3961  A  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  Ca  94114 
415-550-1668 

Mon  -  Sat  10  am  to  6:30  pm  •  Sunday  10  am  to  6  pm 


Summer  Stock ,  2000 

r/^"^  Musical  Theater  Day  Camp 

For  Children  Grades  K-8 

CvJuane.  Shin, ^7/  Three  Week  Sessions  $450 
'  "  Extended  Care  $150 


St.  Anne  Auditorium 
June  12-30,  July  10-28 
415-753-3737 


Mission  Dolores  Auditorium 
July  17  -  August  4 
Now  in  our  Eighth  Year! 
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Summer  Day  Camp 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and  Theater  School  for  Children 

presents 

CREATIVE  SUMMER 
2000 

for  Girls  and  Boys 

Grades  1-6 

July  31  -  August  18 

•  Daily  Outings 

•  Dance 

•  Music  (vocal) 

•  Sports  (including  gymnastics) 

•  Visual  Arts 

Class  Demonstrations  on  Friday,  August  18 

Hours:  8:30  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Cost:  $700  ($5.80  per  hour)  for  August  Session 
or  $265  per  week  if  unable  to  attend  the  full  session 

Extended  Care  is  available: 

from  7:30  a.m.  to  8:10  a.m.  for  $1.00  a  day 
from  4:15  p.m.  to  6:15  p.m.  for  $3.50  per  hour 

180  Fair  Oaks 

In  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  &  23rd  Streets 

FOR  REGISTRATION  INFORMATION,  CALL 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ J 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 


4 1  5-567-6 1 77 

www.synergy.pvt.kl  2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 

Now  enrolling  for  summer  program 


SUMMer  2000 

THe  saN  Fraiwsco  school 

Summer  Programs  for  Children 

Ages  4  years  through  8th  grade 

Performing  Arts 
Visual  Arts 
Arts  and  Crafts 
Academic  Intensive 
Keyboarding 

THREE  TWO-WEEK  SESSIONS, 

June  26  -  August  4 


For  more  information,  call: 

415-239-5065,  extension  103 

300  Gaven  Street,  San  Francisco 


Preschool  Program 
Field  Trips 
Junior  Counselor 
Sports 
Garden 


morning ,  evening  and  weekend 

PAINTING  CLASSES 

for  Adults  and  Children 


A  place  for  exploration  and  discovery. 
Absolute  beginners  welcome! 


For  more  information  and  a  brochure  call 

415. 333. 95  15 

Tfte  Center for  Creative  Exj) [oration 


300  Chenery  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  941 3 1 
www.ccesf.org 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Maire  Farrington 


Sebastian  PauJ  Harper 

Anthony  and  Anke  Harper  decided  on 
a  home  birth  for  their  second  child,  Se¬ 
bastian  Paul  Harper,  and  baby  could  not 
have  been  more  cooperative. 

Sebastian  arrived  promptly  on  his  due 
date,  Dec.  14,  1999.  “That’s  punctual!” 
says  his  proud  mom. 

“The  timing  was  perfect,  actually,” 
adds  Anke.  “The  hard  labor  started  when 
Christopher  [the  Harpers’  3-year-old  son] 
walked  across  the  street  to  day  care.” 
However,  midwife  Angelika  Nugent  and 
her  assistant,  Jana  Silverman,  came  close 
to  missing  the  splashdown. 

“It  was  fast,”  says  Anke.  “Angelika 
was  busy  that  morning.  She  had  an  unex¬ 
pected  delivery  and  two  prenatal  visits. 
When  I  called  her  at  7:30  because  I  had 
contractions,  she  said,  ‘Don’t  push.  I’ll  be 
there  around  1:00.’  By  the  time  Christo¬ 
pher  left  the  house  at  9:00, 1  was  getting 
into  serious  business.” 

Three  hours  later,  Anke’s  intuition  told 
her  to  wait  no  longer.  Anthony  phoned  the 
midwife  asking  her  to  come  ASAP.  “I 
thought  I  was  going  to  have  to  start  boil¬ 
ing  water,”  he  quips. 

Angelika  arrived  on  the  scene  a  mere 
20  minutes  before  the  big  moment. 

“Basically  she  came  in  the  room  and 
checked  me  out  and  said,  ‘Push!  Push  the 
baby  out!”’  Anke  relates.  “I  thought  she 
was  joking!”  Sebastian  arrived  at  12:42 
p.m.,  weighing  a  hearty  9  pounds,  12 
ounces.  Although  the  Harpers  had  a  con¬ 
tingency  plan  for  delivery  at  UCSF, 
everything  went  off  without  a  hitch. 

A  veteran  of  the  home  birthing  process, 
Anke  delivered  her  first  child,  son 
Christopher,  in  a  similar  setting  — in  a 
birthing  home  in  Germany,  attended  by  a 
midwife.  “You  know  there  is  a  risk  in¬ 
volved,”  says  Anke.  “But  if  everything  is 
fine  and  you  think  it  will  be  a  normal  de¬ 
livery,  why  not  just  have  the  baby  at  home? 

“Here  when  I  tell  people  I  had  a  home 
birth,  they  look  at  me  kind  of  puzzled  like, 
‘Is  she  from  the  Middle  Ages — or  alter¬ 
native  or  crazy?”’  she  laughs. 

Friends  had  volunteered  to  look  after 
Christopher  during  Sebastian’s  birth,  but 
that  proved  unnecessary.  “He  actually 
knew  that  morning,”  Anke  says.  “We  told 
him,  ‘When  you  come  home  from  day 
care,  your  little  brother  will  be  here.  ’  And 
sure  enough,  Christopher  came  in  at  5:30, 
and  I  was  lying  in  bed  with  this  little  guy.” 

Christopher  handled  the  event  like  a 
pro.  After  greeting  his  new  sibling,  “he 
took  off  again  to  a  neighbor’s  to  play  with 
a  friend,”  Anke  says. 

The  midwife  was  made  to  order,  too. 
“Finding  Angelika  was  kind  of  a  coinci¬ 
dence  because  we  visited  another  mid¬ 
wife  first,”  says  Anke.  “She  said,  ‘Oh, 
you’re  German — I  have  a  German  friend 
I  work  with,  and  she  delivers  babies  as 
well.’”  The  Harpers  have  struck  up  ac¬ 
quaintances  with  several  families  with 
German  roots.  “We  seem  to  know  quite  a 
few  other  Germans  with  little  babies,  and 
we  hook  up  with  each  other  on  the  week¬ 
ends,”  Anke  says. 

Anke  is  35  and  works  as  a  software  en¬ 
gineer.  Anthony,  38,  is  currently  the 
“stay-at-home  dad.”  The  couple  met  in 
1985  at  a  youth  hostel  in  the  Alps  region 
of  southern  Germany.  “I  was  in  graduate 
school  at  New  York  University,”  says  An¬ 
thony.  “I  grew  up  in  Idaho,  and  it  was 
cheaper  to  fly  to  Europe  than  to  fly  back 
to  Idaho  during  summer  break.  Also,  Eu¬ 
rope  sounded  a  little  more  exotic.” 


“He  did  it!”  “No,  he  did  it!”  One  can  almost  hear  the  breakfast  banter  a  few  years  down  the  road  between  December  '99  arrival  Sebastian 
Harper  and  older  brother  Christopher.  Looks  like  mom  Anke  and  dad  Anthony  already  have  their  hands  full.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  two  hit  it  off  right  away  and  main¬ 
tained  a  four-year,  long-distance  rela¬ 
tionship  before  tying  the  knot  in  1989. 
After  living  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
Germany,  the  Harpers  moved  to  San 
Francisco  in  1998  and  bought  their  home 
on  23rd  Street  the  same  year. 

Sebastian  has  green-brown  eyes  like 
his  dad.  He  was  bom  with  a  full  head  of 
dark  hair,  which  has  “all  disappeared,” 
says  his  mom.  “Now  it’s  much  lighter  but 
still  on  the  brown  side.”  His  middle  name, 
Paul,  is  after  his  great-grandfather  on 
Anke’s  side,  Paul  Hollstein. 

At  3  months,  “Sebastian  is  starting  to 
get  some  personality,”  says  Anthony. 
“He’s  a  pretty  easy,  content  little  guy.  He 
loves  to  be  held,  and  he  knows  exactly 
when  he’s  been  left  alone  in  the  room.” 

“He’s  starting  to  be  more  alert,”  Anke 
says.  “The  first  six  weeks  he  slept  a  lot. 
Now  he  likes  to  go  for  walks,  he  likes  to 
be  with  Christopher,  and  he  likes  people. 
He’s  learning  to  grab  —  he’s  fascinated 
with  his  fingers.  This  morning  he  even  put 
the  pacifier  back  in  his  mouth.” 

Like  most  babies  his  age,  Sebastian  is 
enchanted  with  moving  objects.  And, 
says  Dad,  “he’s  got  a  sneaky  little  smile. 
If  you  watch  it,  it  kind  of  grows.” 

Sebastian  is  also  shaping  up  to  be  a 
strong  little  guy,  and  he  can  stand  with 
some  assistance.  “When  he’s  lying  on  the 
floor,  he’s  very  active  with  his  hands  and 
feet,  so  you  can  tell  it  won’t  be  long  be¬ 
fore  he  turns  over,”  says  Mom. 

Like  his  older  brother,  he  has  dual  cit¬ 
izenship  and  has  applied  for  his  U.S.  pass¬ 
port.  Both  boys  are  being  raised  bilingual. 


PeryonalOied  Padyfor: 
MOTHER'S  VAY 
(Dad  too) 

GRADS 
SJEW  BABY 
TEACHERS 

,  THANK  YOU  GIRTS 

for  Orgartiyattony  (your  logo-) 

Cali  me/  with  YOUR  ideay 
and/  iee*  them/  vnode/  Onto-  co 
one*  of  a/ kind/ 
MEMORABLE  GLftl 

WRITE  ON  CuttOnvPady 
b ySLndy 

415  401-7267 


“We  do  the  books  in  German,”  says 
Anke.  “If  I  read  an  English  book,  I  basi¬ 
cally  read  in  German,  I  translate,  so  he 
learns  the  terms.  If  we  watch  an  English 
video,  I’ll  comment  on  things  in  German.” 

Christopher  has  made  a  smooth  transi¬ 
tion  into  his  new  role  as  big  brother,  and 
Sebastian  is  eager  to  follow  his  lead.  “He 
likes  to  watch  his  brother,  I  can  really  tell 
that,”  Anke  says.  “Little  guys  like  little 
guys,  that’s  obvious.  Christopher  likes 
being  the  older  brother  because  we  stress 
that  he  can  already  do  things  like  go  to  the 
potty  and  eat  and  talk,  and  that  gives  him 
a  big  boost.” 

While  Christopher  attends  school  on 
weekday  mornings,  Sebastian  joins  Dad 
for  a  stroll.  “We  go  on  walks  over  to  Kite 
Hill,”  says  Anthony.  “We  like  to  walk 
around  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  and  Dia¬ 
monds  Heights,  and  then  back  along  24th 
Street.  I  think  everybody  with  kids  ends 
up  on  24th  Street.” 

Sebastian’s  first  travel  experience  was 
a  road  trip  to  Las  Vegas  in  December,  and 


he  recently  took  his  first  flight  to  visit  rel¬ 
atives  in  Idaho. 

“What’s  fun  with  the  second  baby  is 
that  you’ve  forgotten  how  they  develop, 
and  you  say,  ‘Oh!  This  is  that  phase 
again.’  You  notice  more  so  how  fast  they 
develop,”  says  Anke. 

“You  feel  like  it’s  a  real  family,”  An¬ 
thony  adds.  “I  mean,  one  child  is  great,  but 
somehow  with  two  it’s  even  better.  It’s 
more  than  twice  as  good.  It  really  is.”  □ 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants  to 
show  off  your  newest  family  member.  If 
you  have  welcomed  a  new  baby  into  the 
house,  or  adopted  a  teenager,  please  send 
your  announcement  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  More  Mouths  to  Feed,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Or  email  us  at  jaxvoice@aol.com.  We'd 
also  appreciate  a  phone  number,  so  we 
can  arrange  for  the  family  portrait.  □ 


JUNE  II- JULY  28 

SUMMER  OLYMPIC  S. 

Weeks  1-3  activities-  Computer  programs, 
computer  Keut**nJ  teaming,  Science, 
cooking'  and  Otynpic  art. 

Week  H-&-  Drama  Video,  CMipic 
gwnet,  Art,  $  Nature 


$150ptrv«tK  Extended  Cate  Included 
Momma  [W ore  8-  Is  30  DjmT^O-^OO 
Extended  Bare  3=00  •  few 
There  is  Q  $15  non-refwkkHe  deposit 
for  each  week. 

CNi  Elena  Valencia,  Director  15-  W  Ml0 
LIVE  OAk  SCHOOL, «  Diamond,  SMTIlf 
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Alvarado  Elementary  School  has  been 
very  fortunate  to  have  had  tremendous 
support  from  Noe  Valley  merchants 
and  residents  over  the  years. 

Also,  from  the  Mission  to  Diamond 
Heights,  the  Castro  to  Glen  Park,  and 
all  over  San  Francisco,  people  have  gotten 
involved  and  supported  our 
community  building  and  fund-raising 
efforts  —  and  it  shows.  Thank  you  all. 

Together  we  can  make  a  great  environment 
for  all  children  that  extends 
beyond  the  schools. 

The  Families  and  Staff  of  Alvarado  School 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  &  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that’s  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 
visit  us  on  the  web  at::  www.doloresplace.com 


zxiprr  sm 


©  1 998  Bill  Griffith 


ZIPPY  STORIES 

Big,  fat,  160  page  col¬ 
lection  includes  most 
of  Zippy  s  undergroung 
comix  appearances,  a 
brace  of  syndicated 
strips,  intro  by  Kliban, 
more! 

‘GET  ME  A  TABLE 
WITHOUT  FLIES, 
HARRY 


160  pages  worth  of 
excerpts  from  Griffy  s  trav¬ 
el  sketchbooks:  Armchair 
tourism  at  its  finest! 


ZIPPY  S  HOUSE 
OF  FUN 

Oversize,  limited  hardcover 
edition  signed  by  Griffy: 
over  200  full-color 
Sundays! 

^j^Yow! 


NATION  OF 

PINHEADS  and  PINDEMONIUM 

Compact,  Garfield-collection  for¬ 
mat  paperbacks  camouflage  mor¬ 
dant  Zippy  strips  galore! 


ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

Over  100  recent  &  clas¬ 
sic  strips  in  every  issue 
(including  10-12  full 
color  Sundays)  -  all  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  in 
book  form! 


GRIFFITH 

OBSERVATORY 

Griffy  s  wiched  wit 
unleashed:  No  pinhead 
non-sequiturs.  but  lots 
of  sardonic  observations 
48  pages,  updated  and 
expanded  edition. 


ALSO  AVAILABLE:  THE  COMICS  JOURNAL  #157.  featuring  full-length  Griffy  interview  &  new 
Griffy  cover,  and  ZERO  ZERO  #7.  which  includes  a  new  18-page  story  by  Griffy  BestWorld 
ORDER  NOW  AND  GET  A  FREE  64-PAGE  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG  OF  COMIX  ART' 


Please  send  me  the  following: 

□  ZIPPY  QUARTERLY 

□  #1O#2D#10  $4  95  ea  _ 

□  #3D#4D#5D#6D#7D#8D#9D#11 

□  #12  □  #13  □  #14  □  #15  □  #16  $3.50  ea. 

□  Zippy’t  Hone  of  Fen 

□  “Get  Me  ■  Table  Withoot  Flies,  Harry 

□  Zippy  Stories  , 

□  Griffith  Observatory  % 

□  Mation  of  Pinheads 

□  Pindemoniim 

□  The  Comics  Joann)  *57,  Gritty  interview 
O  Zippy  fiH  color  T-Shirt  DL  □  XL 

□  Zero  Zero  17 


Address 


car 


3Tafe7  ZIP" 

# 


d  Mastercard  Q  Visa 


expiration  date 


Please  add  $3.00  to  every  order  for  shipping  and  handling.  (Outside  U.S.  $5.00) 
Send  all  orders  to  FANTAGRAPHICS  BOOKS,  DEPT.  Z,  7563  Lake  City  Way,  NE 
Seattle,  WA  98115.  Or  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders  to  800-657-1100. 

Allow  six  to  eight  weeks  for  delivery  of  your  books. 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 
Call  Susan  Romer,  Ph.D,  Attorney  at  Law 
Noe  Valley  Location 

415-392-3678 


Open  Adoption 

1-800-U-ADOPT-US 


Pregnant? 

You  choose  the  parents  for  your  child. 
Help  with  pregancy  related  expenses. 

Planning  to  Adopt? 

Infants  &  Toddlers 
Step-Parent  &  Second  Parent 
Adoptions 

International  Re-adopt 


Katherine 

Michiels 

School 


Lic.#380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education  , 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  -  an  active  school 
experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  to  8  YEARS 

Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11) 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


(  ThgflnimqlComi 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  Visa  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
Sari  Francisco,  CA  94114 


General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 

Sylvia  Jimenez,  D.D.S.  Cynthia  Tong,  D.D.S. 

Steven  Czekala,  D.D.S.  Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  Steven  M.  Morales,  D.D.S. 


4162  24th  Street 


647-6000 


STARKO! 


Magician 
Juggler 
Clown 


WINNER  OF  THE  1999 
WOMEN-IN-MAGICAWARD 

(415)  824-4220 


Psychotherapy 


Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
Adults  •  Children  •  Teens 

Help  with  anxiety,  depression, 
and  stress  reduction. 

Improve  communication. 

18  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 

Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415-285-9770 

LCS  9406 
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Although  memories  of 
the  1989  Loma  Prieta 
earthquake  are  fading,  it  still 
behooves  us  to  make  sure  we’re 
ready  for  the  next  Big  One. 

Here  are  some  suggestions: 

ef  Secure  your  water  heater.  The  greatest 
risk  in  a  quake  is  from  fire,  and  the  greatest 
domestic  fire  risk  is  a  gas  water  heater 
falling  over  and  sparking  a  conflagration. 

If  you  haven’t  strapped  yours  to  the  nearest 
wall,  do  it  today. 

ef  Stabilize  your  foundation.  You  or 

your  contractor  should  make  liberal  use  of 
plywood,  bolts,  and  straps  to  prevent  your 
walls  from  hopping  around  or  becoming 
parallelograms  during  the  next  quake. 

ef  Bolt  furniture.  Bookshelves,  dressers, 
and  other  tall  objects  can  topple  during  a 
quake.  Bolt  them  securely  to  a  wall. 

ef  Secure  cabinet  doors.  Tumbling  dishes 
and  glasses  create  piles  of  dangerous 
shards.  Install  childproof  latches. 

ef  Check  your  fire  extinguisher.  Buy  one 

of  the  multipurpose  variety,  keep  it  acces¬ 
sible,  know  how  to  use  it,  and  check  it 
yearly  to  make  sure  it’s  in  good  shape. 

ef  Organize  your  neighbors.  Plan  ahead: 
Will  someone  with  a  disability  need  help? 
Do  any  doctors  or  nurses  live  on  your 
block? 

ef  Keep  a  stocked  first-aid  kit.  And,  if 
you  have  time,  take  a  CPR  class. 

ef  Stash  a  wrench.  Keep  it  near  your 
main  gas  valve,  and  know  how  to  shut  off 
both  your  gas  and  water,  but  do  so  only  if 
your  house  has  sustained  major  damage  or 
if  you  smell  gas. 

ef  Maintain  flashlights  and  batteries. 

It’s  a  good  idea  to  keep  flashlights  in  sev¬ 
eral  locations  (including  your  car). 


■ 

Did  you  just  feel  a 

QUAKE? 

ef  Store  water,  food,  and  medicine.  Keep 
three  gallons  for  each  person,  plus  disin¬ 
fectant  tablets  or  bleach  in  case  your  sup¬ 
ply  runs  out.  Store  plenty  of  nonperishable 
food  (one  week's  worth  per  person)  and  a 
can  opener,  utensils,  paper  plates,  etc. 

ef  Remember  your  pets.  Keep  an  extra 
supply  of  pet  food,  water,  and  medicines. 

A  leash  for  the  dog  and  a  cardboard  carrier 
for  the  cat  are  also  good  ideas. 

ef  Remember  your  kids.  Babies  need 
diapers,  and  older  kids  will  appreciate 
toys,  games,  books,  and  so  forth. 

ef  Keep  a  portable  radio  and  batteries. 

You’ll  want  the  latest  in  disaster  news,  and  it 
may  be  your  only  entertainment  for  a  while. 

ef  Get  a  cell  phone.  Consider  getting  one 
of  those  for-emergencies-only  varieties  for 
the  glove  box  in  your  car. 

ef  Buy  a  small  barbeque  or  camp  stove. 

Remember  to  include  some  charcoal  or 
gas,  plus  matches  and  lighter  fluid.  How¬ 
ever,  don’t  use  the  stove  indoors. 

ef  Buy  duct  tape  and  heavy  work 
gloves.  You  may  need  these  to  tape  up 
windows  and  pick  up  the  pieces. 

ef  Store  extra  clothes,  blankets,  and 
sneakers.  Actually,  the  best  place  for  the 
sneakers  is  beside  your  bed,  so  you  can 
find  them  in  the  dark  before  you  step  on 
any  broken  glass  or  pottery. 

ef  Keep  some  cash  handy.  An  assortment 
of  bills  and  a  roll  of  quarters  will  come  in 
handy  if  service  is  interrupted  to  ATMs  or 
credit-card  scanners. 


For  more  earthquake  preparedness  tips  and  tricks,  check  out  pages  B4-B6  in  the  San  Francisco 
phone  book  (white  pages),  or  try  the  American  Red  Cross’  Bay  Area  web  site,  sfbay.org. 


Come  to  Church  Today  and  Discover 
The  New  Fountain  of  Youth 


1484  Church  Street  @  27th 

San  Francisco 

(415)  206-9411 

"Where  Sundae  Service  is  Always  in  Session" 

Also  Serving  Smoothies,  Coffee  Drinks, 
Bagels  and  Baked  Desserts 

New  Hours  May  1st: 

Sunday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  12  noon  - 10:30  p.m. 
Friday  &  Saturday,  12  noon  -  11  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  (Except  Holidays) 

featuring 

Double  Rainbow  Ice  Cream 

"The  Official  Ice  Cream  of  San  Francisco" 


ih&NBST&P  fM{TYSff®9 

presents 

Mother’s  Day 

Sunday,  May  14,  2000 

Make  Moms  special  day  a  memorable  one. 

Present  her  with  one  of  our  unique  gifts!!! 

•  Hand-crafted  Tea  Pots  • 

•  Unique  Gift  Items  • 

•  Mugs  • 

•  Chocolate  Roses  • 

•  Balloons,  and  so  much  more 

Free  gift  wrap  with  your  Mother’s  Day  purchase!!!!! 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  824-0414 

12  noon  -  6  :00  pm  Tues.  -  Fri.  •  10:00  am  -  6:00  pm  Sat. 

Open  Sunday,  May  9  for  Mother’s  Day!!! 


1916 


Coos  Bay,  Oregon 


Graciours  home  overlooking  town  and 
yard/gardens.  3  bedrooms,  1-1/2  baths,  fu 


Call:  541-756-3857  •  6:00  to  9:00  p.m. 


c 
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Neighborhood  Services 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


dirt  cheap  travel 
3901  23rd  St. 


1 

i 
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Wellbeing 

Massage 

Tim  Sally,  CMT 
415.826.5972 


home.pacbell.net/ 

donoharm/massage.htm 


Health  is  Wealth. 
Enrich  Yourself  Today! 


3915  A  -  24th  St. 

In  the  Noe  Valley  Mall 

(between  Sanchez  &  Noe) 


Tel:  (415)  643-5592 

Nails  •  Waxing  •  Facials  •  Eyelashes  •  Tints 
Mon.  -  Sat.  9  AM  -  7  PM  •  Sun.  -  9:30  AM  -  7  PM 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


( 'pousi&e/finy 
<Sz  f/dsyc/io  f/te/Hi/ty 
t  (.S'Soctttfe'S 


San  Francisco  &  Marin 
California  license  M6748 
Member,  CAMFT,  NAFL  (clinical) 

(415)  383-2120 

J.  Juan  Alcedo,  M.  A.,  Ph  D. 
Clinical  Director 


APARTMENTS 

ROOMMATES 


Search  Rentals  Online! 
LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE! 
San  Francisco’s  #1  Service 


SF4RENT.COM 


415-440-RENT 


Eureka  Yoga  College  of  India 

301  Eureka  St.  @  20th  •  (415)  648-2215 

Total  Care  for  the  Mind,  Body,  and  soul 

•  Bikram  Yoga:  hottest  yoga  in  town 

•  Yoga  Flow  6:30  p.m.  Tue  /  Thur  •  5:45  p.m.  Sat 

•  Prenatal  Yoga  10:30  a.m.  pre-register 

•  Children’s  Inter-disciplinary  Yoga  program 

1 :30  -  3:30  p.m.  Sat  /  Sun 

•  Accupuncture  &  Massage  by  appointment 


Learn  Spanish 

The  Language  that 
Connects  You  With 
Many  Countries 

Sunday  Evening 
Spanish  Class 

Taught  by  a  Native  Speaker 
All  Levels  •  Beginners  Welcome 
Learn  While  Having  Fun 

(415)  824-1639  Maria  Fe  Jimenez 


PROBLEMS 

WITH  FOOD? 

UNCOMFORTABLE  WITH  YOUR  BODY? 

WHY  NOT  TALK  TO  SOMEONE  WHO  REALLY  UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced  Eating  Disorders  Therapist 

Evening  appointments  available 
Some  insurance  accepted 

Diana  Murphy  MFCC  (MFC  32704) 
(415)681-1767 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 
moving  towards  emotional ,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 


•  Swedish 

•  Deep  Tissue 

•  Polarity  Therapy 

Holly  J.  Erickson,  CMT 

415.271.3611 

24th  and  Castro  Noe  Valley 


Lanny  K.  Fielder 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Over  20  years  experience 
in  San  Francisco 

Tel:  (415)  703-0834 


Successful  Women  &  Career  Burnout 

You’ve  worked  long  hours  and 
made  personal  sacrifices  to  make  it... 
and  you  have  made  it.  .  j 

You  should  be  happy.  (V 
Yet,  the  nagging  questions  won’t  go  away. 
Is  there  still  time.. .to  find  personal 
fulfillment. ..find  a  relationship., 
have  a  child.. .get  a  life? 

Let’s  talk. 

Diana  Murphy,  MFC  (MFC32704) 
681-1767 
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Dolores  Street 
Baptist  Church 

A  Welcoming 
and  Affirming  Church 
in  the  Anabaptist  tradition 

938  Valencia  Street  (at  Liberty) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-2641  •  CPA1203@aol.com 

Sunday  Worship  11:00  am 


MACINTOSH  &  PC 
SOLUTIONS 

Home  &  Small  Office  Specialist 


•  Set-Up  &  Training 

•  Internet  &  AOL 


•  Problem  Solving 

•  Y2K  Readiness 


“Computers  should  solve  problems, 
not  create  new  ones!” 


D.  Alexander  Fraser 
«  415.824.0323 
MacPCSvc@aol.com 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 

Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancient  Remedies  for  Modern  Ailments 


Louisa  Stone,  lcsw 

LCS 17334 

Supportive,  Interactive 
Psychotherapy  in  Noe  Valley 


Relationships,  Depression,  Life  Purpose 
Caring  for  Self,  Caring  for  Others 

Reasonable  Rates 
Sliding  Scale  Fees 

(415)  505-0564 


WEB  DESIGN 


For  Your  Small  Business 

415.647.8366 

webtige@tigertechs.  com 


Psychotherapy  for  Women 

Childhood  Trauma  •  Relationships 
Grief  and  Loss  •  Blocked  Creativity 
Adult  Children  of  Aging  Parents 

(415)  273-1598 

license  #16778 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Jamey  Jacobus,  CMT 

824-2765  Member  AMTA 


Because  it’s  hard — 
until  someone  shows  you  how. 

Voice  contributor 
and  S.F.  Examiner  columnist 
Rayne  Wolfe  teaches 

“Freelance  Writing  for  Newspapers" 
at  Book  Passage  in  Corte  Madera 
(It’s  not  that  far!  Really.) 

$80  includes  class  materials 
Reservations:  1-800-999-7909 
(Car  pooling  from  Noe?  You  bet!) 


E-mail:  classes@bookpassage.com 


Professional 

Caricature 

Artist 

FOR  PARTIES 
AND  EVENTS! 

Mark  Z-MAN 

(415) 

643-0234 


Victorian 

Garden 


Bed  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  Valley 

26th  Street  (between  Sanchez  &  Noe) 

Suite  wi  th  hitch  en — 
Private  entrance  and  bathroom 

415  206-0202 
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VOODOO  IsOUNSe 

2937  Mission  Stiygt  -  Sen  frarxSseo 

4-15^285^3369 
fax;  4 15^285^.9955 
Tommy  Wayne  Basso 
-  proprietor 


McDonnell 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 
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Neighborhood  Services 


Eddie’s  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  &  Bonded 


•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 


See  us  at  eddiespaindng.com 

lie.  #732759 


progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design  for  interior 
and  exterior 
renovation,  addition 
and  restoration; 
small-scale 
residential  projects 
welcomed. 


chuck  anthony 
design 

415  863  *8426 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  &  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

CA  LIC.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415.585.0432 

PAGER:  415.902.4046 


Tree  Services 

Bill  Squire.  Arborist 

Licensed  and  Insured 

20  Years  Experience  •  Free  Estimates  •  Quality  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 
fine  Pruning, 
Thinning  and 
Shaping 
Trees  •  Shrubs  •  Hedges 

ph:  415  826  6160 
fax:  41 5  643  1254 


JOSEF  NORRIS 

PAINTING 

INTERIORS  •  FAUX  FINISHES 
PLASTER  RESTORATION 

VERY  REASONABLE  RATES 
Call  for  a  Free  Estimate! 

(415)  824-6171 

e-mail:  josef@josefnorris.com 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Lone  Star  Plumbing 

COPPER  PIPING  •  WATER  HEATERS 
CODE  WORK  •  FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

Victorian  Remodeling  Specialists 
Condo  Conversion  Compliance 

SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

641-9234 

Noe  Valley  location  since  1977 


T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

^  ROBERT'S  to 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 

^3  QUALITY 

Denny  Giovannoli 

T  PAINTING  B 

Open  M-F  8:30-6:00  I-A4  ■ 

st  95  Tlifil 

Sun  11-3  IB  lid* 

Interior  •  Exterior 

Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

3885  24th  Street 

“NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

Lie.  #526359 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 

(415)  675-0464 

Kodiak  Hauling 

Yard  Clearing  ❖  Moving 

Delivery  ❖  Debris  Removal 

Fast,  Friendly  Service 

Free  Estimates 
Always  Negotiable 

❖  David  415  643  9920  •> 


CAPRICORN  CONSTRUCTION 

License  #712483 


♦  REMODELS/NEW 

♦  KITCHENS/BATHS 

♦  DOORS  &  WINDOWS 

♦  SEISMIC  RETROFITS 

♦  DECKS/FENCES/STAIRS 

♦  DRY  ROT  S  TERMITE 
DAMAGE 

Phone:  415-970-0214 


(gardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space . 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  #6 51703 


Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


QUALITY  CLEANING 
&  HAULING 


Garage,  Basement  & 
Backyard  Services 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


wM 
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011  CHH 
650)  871-9977 


Wallace  Plumbing 

Complete  Plumbing  Service  Co. 


Repairs 


Repipe 


Dependable  Workmanship  Guaranteed 

David  M.  Wallace  987-9070 

Lie.  #  703293  Est.  1986 


mix  nwoMPn 

AWARD-WINNING 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Unique  Gardens 

Certified  Arborists 

license  #562324 

(415)  566-5536 


BRIGHT 
PLUMBING 

BRIGHT  WINN 

b  (415)671-1500 

S3  A  COMPLETE  PLUMBING  SERVICE 


HANDiMAN 

“every  home  deserves 
a  capable  and  loyal 
handiperson.” 

(415)  826-8766 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


PEACHES 

For  the 

PAINTING 

Straight  Story 

Add  color  to  your  life 

on  Display  Ads  in 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

2  5  %  off  with  ad 

Call  Steve 

Call  641-9434 

239-1114 

Lie  618693 

CABLE  TV 

CONVERTERS 

All  makes  and  models 

Starting  at 

SI  95.00 

415-987-9171 


^RAFTCARE  HARDWOOD  FLOORg 

Specializing  in  All  Phases 
of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 

Where  Quality  Work  is  Our  Priority! 

Free  Estimates  (415)  826-6330 

Owner:  Brian  McCue 

State  Licence  #576013 


June  Joy 

The  June  2000  Issue  deadline  for 
Display  Advertising  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  is  May  19. 

To  guarantee  your  cheer, 

Call  Steve  now  at  239-1114. 


'here  culture  and  Hair  come  together! 


Defining  the  Art 
of  Hairdressing! 


Personalize 
Haircuts 

Color  Specialist 

Free 

Consultation 

•  Weddings 

•  Events 


Common  Scents  ‘ 

•  •  * 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner;  neighborhood-specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications,  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

•  Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


HERTH 


Serving  Our 
Community  since 
1965 

5 5 5  Castro  Street  861-5200 
www .  her  th .  com 


COTTON  BASICS 

WORKWEAR 

for  men  &  women 


3989  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 

(between  Noe  &  Sanchez) 

415-206-0245 


new  colors 
for  spring 

from  Cotton  Basics, 
Carhartt,  Dickies, 
and  Ben  Davis 

check  out  our  new 
noe  valley  tee  shirts 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


Hamano  Siuhi 

j  yj  SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


Open  7  days  a  week 

1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 

826-0825 


URBAN 
CEIXAR5 

Your  Neighborhood  Wine  Shop 

A  large  selection  of  fine  Domestic  and  Imported  Wines 
Also  Beer  and  Spirits 

Open  7  Days 

Monday  -  Saturday  12  Noon  -  9  p.m. 

Sunday  12  Noon -8  p.m. 

3821  24th  Street  near  Church 

415-824-2300 

www.urbancellars.com 


BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  month’s  new  books  list,  provided  by  librarians  Roberta  Greifer  and  Carol  Small  features 
love,  food,  Nazis,  and  migraine  headache  cures  for  adults.  For  children,  there's  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  five  kinds  of  dragons.  To  check  out  a  book’s  availability,  call  695-5095  or  visit  the 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  45 1  Jersey  Street  near  Castro.  In  addition  to  books’,  the  branch 
offers  magazines,  CDs,  Internet  access,  and  an  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  Hours  are  Tues 
days,  10  to  9;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9;  Thursdays,  10  to  6;  Fridays,  1  to  6;  and  Saturdays  10  to  6 


Adult  Fiction 

<$>  In  The  Fig  Eater  by  Judy  Shields,  the 
wife  of  a  detective  in  tum-of-the-century 
Vienna  becomes  obsessed  with  the  murder  of 
a  respectable  young  woman. 

$  In  Christopher  Reich’s  The  Runner,  a 
thriller  set  in  post  World  War  II  Germany,  an 
American  lawyer  seeks  to  find  the  Nazi 
responsible  for  his  brother’s  death. 

In  A  Slow  Burning  by  Stanley  Pottinger,  a 
street-smart  detective  and  a  brilliant  brain 
surgeon  must  overcome  their  rivalry  in  order 
to  save  the  woman  they  both  love. 

<$'  Narrated  in  part  by  her  Jewish  maternal 
ancestors,  The  Wholeness  of  a  Broken  Heart, 
by  Katie  Singer,  traces  an  American  woman’s 
attempt  to  understand  her  family’s  history. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

Eating  Well  for  Optimum  Health  by 
Andrew  Weil,  M.D.,  provides  85  recipes 
along  with  dietary  advice  to  combat  many 
common  ailments. 

<t’  Betty  Fussell’s  My  Kitchen  Wars  is  both 
a  memoir  and  a  love  story  told  through  the 
medium  of  food. 

The  Nazi  Officer’s  Wife,  by  Edith  Hahn 
Beer  and  Susan  Dworkin,  describes  how  one 
Jewish  woman  survived  the  Holocaust  by 
marrying  a  Nazi. 

The  Women’s  Migraine  Survival  Guide, 
by  Christina  Peterson,  M.D.,  contains  up-to- 
date  information  on  the  causes  of  migraines 
and  treatments  for  quick  relief. 

Annotations  by  Roberta  Greifer 
Head  Librarian,  Hoe  Valley  Branch 

Films  for  Kids 

The  library  shows  films,  for  children  ages 
3  to  5,  on  Tuesday,  May  16,  at  10  and  1 1  a.m. 

Preschool  Story  Time 

^  Kids  3  to  5  are  invited  to  the  library’s 
preschool  story  time,  starting  at  10  a.m.  on 
Tuesdays,  May  2,  9,  23,  and  30. 

Infant  and  Toddler  Lapsits 

$>  You  and  your  little  ones  can  sing  lullabies 
and  make  fingerplays  at  the  lapsits,  Wednes¬ 
days,  May  3,  10,  17,  24,  and  31  at  7  p.m. 

A  Special  Program  by  Chris  Molla 

^  Chris  Molla  will  present  musical  enter¬ 
tainment  for  children  of  all  ages  and  their 
families  on  Saturday,  May  13,  at  10:30  a.m. 


Children’s  Fiction 

^  The  main  character  is  lively,  disruptive, 
mischievous,  messy  —  and  somehow  still 
quite  lovable  in  David  Goes  to  School  by 
David  Shannon.  Ages  3  to  5. 

High  in  the  Sierra  Nevadas,  two  siblings 
argue  a  bit  and  observe  animal  tracks  in 
Stella  and  Roy  Go  Camping,  written  and 
illustrated  by  Ashley  Wolff.  Ages  3  to  6. 

Sometimes  a  creative  person  can  “make 
something  out  of  nothing,”  as  the  main  char¬ 
acter  does  in  this  year’s  Caldecott  Medal  win¬ 
ner,  Joseph  Had  a  Little  Overcoat,  written 
and  illustrated  by  Simms  Taback.  Ages  4  to  7. 

St-  With  Sports!  Sports!  Sports!:  A  Poetry 
Collection,  Lee  Bennett  Hopkins  has  pro¬ 
vided  an  action-packed  book  that  fairly  new 
readers  can  enjoy.  Ages  6  to  8. 

#  Through  an  amazing  and  very  fortunate 
coincidence,  Nina  finally  regains  her  rightful 
place  with  Nadia,  Vanda,  Varka,  Olga,  and 
Anna  in  The  Littlest  Matryoshka  by  Corrine 
Demas  Bliss,  illustrated  by  Kathryn  Brown. 
Ages  5  to  7. 

Elbe  has  wanted  a  puppy  for  years  and 
feels  she’ll  never  warm  up  to  her  great- 
aunt’s  “fully-grown  mutt,”  Preston,  in  Not 
My  Dog  by  Colby  F.  Rodowsky.  Ages  7  to  9. 

$  In  Sword  of  the  Samurai:  Adventure  Sto¬ 
ries  from  Japan,  Eric  A.  Kimmel  gives  us  a 
varied  anthology  of  tales  about  a  group  of 
warriors  as  they  existed  within  the  context  of 
Japanese  culture.  Ages  8  to  11. 


Children’s  Nonfiction 

The  five  groups  into  which  dragons  are 
classified  by  dracontologists  — serpent  drag¬ 
ons,  semi-dragons,  classical  dragons,  sky 
dragons,  and  neo-dragons  —  are  described 
and  colorfully  illustrated  in  Behold  —  The 
Dragons!  by  Gail  Gibbons.  Ages  5  to  8. 

Annotations  by  Carol  Small 
Children's  Librarian,  Noe  Valley  Branch 


Long  term  care  for  yourself  or  aging  relatives  could  wipe  out 
a  lifetime  of  savings  and  create  tremendous  stress  on 
family  members.  Medicare  does  not  cover  long  term  care 
and  Medicaid  will  require  that  you  ‘spend-down’  your  assets 
to  quality.  Financial  planners  and  retirement  specialists 
often  recommend  Long  Term  Care  Insurance  as  the  most 
viable  solution.  For  third  party  articles  or  a  free,  no¬ 
pressure  consultation  call  Bill  Hannant  at  415-647-7012. 

Hannant  insurance  Services 
1446  Kansas  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

Health  Dental  Lift  Long  Term  Care  Disability 
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Poffery  Studio 

Kevin  will  be  setting  up  kis  pottery  wkeel  in  our*  back  cownt- 
yard  and  giving  a  kands-on  lesson  in  working  witk  clay. 


r 
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5 ;AT M.AV  20  -  11  a.m. 

Special  Xkanks  to  Terra  Alia  Pottery  Studio 
for  kelping  to  sponsor  tkis  event. 

PI  ease  call  to  reserve  your  space! 
3812  24+k  SPeet  •  Scm  FVcmcisco 

415-282-8080 


COLDUieU. 


banker  a 


4330-4332  17th  Street 
Corona  Heights 


‘Psychotherapy. . . 

a  safe  place  to  explore  painful  memories,  relationship  difficulties, 
bloclgd  creativity,  self-defeating  behavior,  fears  and  aspirations. 
‘ The  pools:  insight,  behavior  change,  self-actualization. 

Celia  UpseS ury  L ightfiill,  Mja. 

(MFCC  027325) 


(415)  239-1315 
23rd  near  Church,  in  Noe  Valley,  S.F. 


Affordable  sliding  scale 
Morning,  evening,  weekend  appointments 


John 

GIANARAS 

Office: 

(415)334-1880 
Direct/Voice  Mail: 


Vi 

GIANARAS 

Office: 

(415)334-1880 
Direct/Voice  Mail: 
(415) 452-7826 


1406  Diamond  Street 

$449,000 

Noe  Valley 

This  cozy  2  bedroom,  1  bath 
home  has  a  traditional  floorplan. 
The  impeccable  property 
features  a  formal  living  room, 
newly  renovated  kitchen,  period 
detailing,  beautiful  hardwood 
floors,  terraced  garden,  and 
1-car  garage. 


4330-4332  17th  Street 

$950,000 

Corona  Heights 

Three  Victorian  units  in  desirable  area.  Two  units 
have  2  bedrooms,  1  bath,  living  room  and  large 
eat-in  kitchen.  One  unit  is  a  spacious  1  bedroom, 
1  bath  with  alcove  off  the  living  room.  Within 
minutes  of  shops  and  restaurants. 


Office 

norcal.com 
@cbnorcal.com 


2633  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  334-1880 
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Thumbs  Up  Marbles 


Unique  Gifts,  Jewelry 

and  Amazing 

Marbles 


Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday  11:30-7  Sunday  Noon  -  6 


3422  25th  Street  between  Valencia  &  Mission 

415.920.8964 

www.ThumbsupMarbles.com 


YOU  GOTTA  SMOG  IT! 


So  Smog  it  Here  and  SAVE  MONEY! 


75 

Plus  $8.25  Certificate 


REG.  $ 30 25  Plus 


Certificate 


mu 


DAN’S  SMOG  &  AUTO  SERVICE 
3865-24th  St.  282-1552 


SF  LIVE  ARTS  PRESENTS 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 

All  ages  welcome!  •  (415)  454-5238  for  information  •  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM 

Sat.  May  20  NOE  VENABLE  TRIO:  Faun  Fables 

$12adv/$14door 

Sat.  June  3  BOX  SET  DUO  $14  adv/$15  door 

Fri.June9  Manring/Kassin/Darter  si  2  adv/su  door 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12) 

$2  OFF  ADVANCE  TICKET  PRICE;  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  DOOR  ONLY. 

Advance  tickets  are  available  at 
Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street 

A  Project  of  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church  noe  Venable 


“Hip”  --  S.F.  Examiner 
“Top  Ten  Bars”  --  S.F.  Bay  Guardian 
Handsome  Interior”  --  S.F.  Examiner 

TTfTTTTTTTTTTfTT 


Full  Bar  /  Music  /  Local  Color 

3  3  9  4  -  2  2  n  d  Street  at  Guerrero 
415-648-0109 


Office  Supplies,  Art  Supplies,  Gifts  ®nd  mere 


Office  Supplies  •  Art  Supplies  •  Stationery  Sets  •  Sanrio  Gifts 
Paper  Dolls  •  Picture  Postcards  •  Color  Copies  •  B/W  Copies 
Rubber  Stamps  (bring  in  your  own  design  or  choose  from  our  large  selection) 
Desktop  Publishing  •  Business  Cards  •  Laser  Printouts 

3957  24th  Street 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 

Monday  -  Saturday  9  am  -  6:30  pm 
Closed  Sundays 

Tel:  415-285-1387  •  Fax:  415-285-3518 
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Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM-11  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 
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Nursery 

1330  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94112 

Tel:  415-334-7401 
Fax:  415-841-0308 


MAY 

SPECIALS 

4”  Pots  of  Impatiens 

99C  each 

Regularly  $1.39  ea. 

Organic  Chicken  Manure 
$3.49  ea.  1  c.f.  bag 
Regularly  $4.99  ea. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  THE  GARDENER  Prices  Valid  through 


.  California 
I  Certified 
"  Nurserypersons 


Expert  Advice  /  Quality  Plants 


May  31st,  2000 


Our  Crafty  Creators 

Csn  design  and  produce  your  newspaper  advertising. 

Call  239-1114 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Advocates  for  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 

Contact:  Greg  Clark,  719-8828 
Mailing  Address:  Call  Greg  Clark  for  info. 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  month,  in  the 
auditorium  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  & 
Sanchez,  7  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 
capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Cesar  Chavez  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Ed  White,  774-3237 
Mailing  Address:  First  Church  of  God,  3728 
Cesar  Chavez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  month,  First 
Church  of  God,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  RO.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  7:30 
p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 
semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 
Contact:  Dennis  Downing,  441-9243;  Keith 
Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn  Martin,  826- 
6734;  or  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Call  for  summer  holiday  schedule. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  (except  July, 
August,  and  December),  Eureka  Valley  Rec¬ 
reation  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA94131 

Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Glen  Park  Recreation  Center,  7:30  p.m. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Harry  Stem,  821-1086,  or 
harrystern@aol.com 
Mailing  Address:  327  Jersey  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94114 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 

La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 

Contact:  Thalia  DeWolf,  641-8366 
Mailing  Address:  47  Costa  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94110 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  month,  Bernal 
Heights  Library,  Cortland  &  Moultrie, 

10:15  a.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Katherine  Pietrycha,  president: 
Katherine.Pietrycha@wcom.com 
Mailing  Address:  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Executive  board  meets  first 
Tuesday  of  month;  general  meetings 
quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Courts  Coalition 

Contact:  Dr.  Tom  Mills,  secretary. 

Voicemail:  675-0110;  nichapin@aol.com. 
Mailing  Address:  Noe  Courts  Coalition,  P.O. 
Box  460520,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  Irregular.  Call  for  information. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Dave  Monks,  821-4087 
Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  month,  7 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick, 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month.  Bank 
of  America*  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  Parks 
Improvement  Association 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  641-4934,  or 
Krista  Keegan,  550-9050 
Mailing  Address:  4171  23rd  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month,  St.  Paul’s 
Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m.  Call  to  confirm. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C  A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Fourth  Thursday  of  month.  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7:30  p.m. 
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INSTALLATION 


DEANNA  GLORY 
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Cut  Flower  Gardens  -  Art  Garden s  -  Kids  Gardens  -  the  list  is  endless 


THE  TIME  IS  NOW  to  design  your 
dream  garden.  By  6ummer,  your 
dream  16  in  full  bloom  I 


•  Tl  Hour  Consultation  Complimentary 

•  Gift  Certificates  Available  For  Design 

(Makes  A  Great  Wedding  Giftl) 

Ph.  415.695.9400  Fax  415.695.9449  Email:  deanna0glorydesign.com 

Member  Assoc  of  Professional  Landscape  Designers  •  Affiliate  Member  CA  Landscape  Contractors  Assoc 


A  CONTEMPORARY  VISUAL  EXPERIENCE 

Noe  Valleys  Newest  Entertainment  Center 

Latest  New  Releases  &  Arrivals  ★  We  Reserve  Movies 

Watch  For  Our  New  Name! 
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^  Buy  a  $20  Pre-Pay  Plan 

and  become  eligible  for  our  monthly  drawings: 


Win  $10 


in  Free  Movie  Rentals! 
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Monday  -  Thursday  12  noon  -  10  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  10  am  -  1 1  pm 
Sunday  12  noon  -  8  pm 

2 1  st  Century  Video 
3936  24th  Street 

next  to  Bell  Market 

824-2121 
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Like  Kids  and  Want  to  Help  your  community? 
Volunteer  at  Edison  Charter  Academy,  22nd  and 
Dolores  St.  Call  Beth  Carroll  at  970-3330,  ext.  3027. 

Great  Trail  Horse  available  for  lease  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  also  good  in  the  arena.  Two  to  three  days 
a  week.  415-310-3708  or  707-829-3600. 

Perfect  Mommy  Job.  Pediatric  Office  Nurse  for 
part-time  position  available  for  busy  Noe  Valley 
doctor’s  office.  Fax  resume  to  415-826-1308. 

Looking  fora  Roommate  and  place  to  share... call 
Sue,  359-3035. 

Murals  by  Margaret.  Specializing  in  bedrooms 
and  nurseries.  My  work  can  be  seen  at  Small  Frys, 
St.  Paul  s  Littlest  Angels  Preschool,  right  under  your 
feet  at  Colorcrane  Arts,  and  in  many  homes  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area.  415-285-5588. 

Ixtapa,  Mexico.  Two-bedroom,  two-bath  bunga¬ 
low,  $300  per  week.  Near  golf  course  and  excellent 
fishing.  Arrangements:  415-641-5636. 

Creative  Writing  Classes,  year-round,  at  the  Writing 
Salon.  415-642-9793;  www.wriringsalons.com. 

Musical  Birthday  Parties.  Fun  instruments,  songs 
and  dances  for  preschool-aged  children.  Call  Di¬ 
anne,  415-561-9754. 

Sublet  in  Noe  Valley.  Two  bedroom,  one  bath;  din¬ 
ing  with  views.  Available  June  1  through  mid-July. 
206-9083. 

Roofing.  Anew  ”club”  is  forming  called  “The  Roof 
Club.”  Created  by  a  retired  roofing  contractor,  this 
“club”  will  take  the  hassle  out  of  your  projects,  and 
leave  the  savings  in.  To  join  "The  Roof  Club,”  tele¬ 
phone  at  415-978-9375  or  pager  at  415-791-2058. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced  and  reliable.  Refer¬ 
ences.  Cristiane  and  Nilda.  415-643-1704. 

Where  Do  You  Want  to  Go?  I’ll  take  you  and  your 
guitar  there;  all  levels.  Ear  training,  theory  that’s 
useful.  All  styles.  My  background?  Band  leading, 
.’cording,  arranging,  ten  years  teaching.  Berklee 
School  of  Music  graduate.  Housecalls.  Call  Dave, 
415-776-3755. 

C  eltic  Shamanistic  Massage,  integrating  barefoot 
Shiatsu,  Thai,  acupressure.  24th  and  Sanchez,  Noe 
\  alley.  970-8220. 

Paris  Apartment.  $500  per  week.  Central,  small, 
well-equipped.  Two  to  four  persons.  English  spoken. 
Telephone  011-33-3-44-77-01-72.  Email  address  is 
hardenph@aol.com. 

Science  and  Math  Tutor.  Patient,  experienced.  All 
levels,  all  ages.  Harvey  Mudd  College  and  Colum¬ 
bia  University  graduate.  First  time,  half  price.  $40 
per  hour,  in  your  home;  $30  per  hour  in  my  home. 
Bryan,  401-0639. 

Garage/ Auto  Storage  Wanted.  Only  need  occa¬ 
sional  access,  no  in  and  out.  824-3284. 

Public  Talk  by  Sri  Swami  Satchidananda.  This  is 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  experience  the  radiant 
energy  of  an  internationally  beloved  guru.  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  1 1,  at  the  Herbst  Theater,  401  South  Van 
Ness,  San  Francisco.  7:30  p.m.  $  1 8  at  door,  $  1 5  ad¬ 
vance  purchase.  Tickets  available  by  phoning  415- 
392-4400  or  in  person  at  IYI  reception  desk.  Inte¬ 
gral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1 1 17. 

Child  Care.  Wanted:  one  newbom  to  love.  I  am  a 
mature,  experienced  woman  with  excellent  local 
references.  Non-smoker,  own  car.  587-6547. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Comfortable, 
charming  studio  apartment;  queen  bed,  kitchenette, 
breakfast  choices  provided,  phone,  private  bath,  se¬ 
curity  gate,  level  private  entrance.  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass.  415-626-6497. 

Hot  Flash!  Midlife  Women’s  Groups  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  Meet  with  women  your  age,  supporting  each 
other  through  the  struggles,  challenges,  and  joys  of 
midlife.  We  are  trailblazers  and  elders-in-training, 
redefining  what  aging  means  to  us.  Arlene  Dumas, 
L.C.S.W.  415-641-4553. 


CLASS  ADS 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

CLASS  ADS 

300  a  word 

Priceless  neighborhood  exposure 
The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 


Petsitting  with  TLC.  Enjoy  happier  vacations 
when  your  pets  and  home  are  cherished  by  mature, 
reliable,  fastidious  Joanne.  Overnights  welcome. 
Reasonable.  510-834-1027. 

Welcome  to  Our  Support  Group.  Leant  and  utilize 
various  methods  of  staying  healthy:  weight  training, 
flexibility,  aerobics,  weight  management,  diet.  4 1 5- 
668-8310. 

Noe  Valley  SWM,  B.A.,  M.A..  J.D.,  48  years  (fit, 
uncorrected  vision,  perfect  teeth),  seeks  solvent, 
sexually  interesting  woman  of  30-plus  years  for  com¬ 
panion  and  possible  procreation.  Phone  282-2797. 

Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  theses,  disserta¬ 
tions,  tape  transcription,  editing.  Joanne,  43 1  -0603. 

Violin  Lessons.  All  ages,  all  levels  and  Suzuki.  In¬ 
structor  has  Bachelor  and  Master  of  Music  degrees, 
and  is  a  San  Jose  Symphony  member.  Easy  parking, 
J-train.  821-2917. 

Counseling  and  Hypnotherapy  for  anxiety  and 
stress.  Better  balance,  relationship  issues.  Author  of 
Wise  Speaking:  Writing  as  Spiritual  Practice,  and 
A  Stone  in  My  Hand:  Lessons  from  the  Wise  Earth. 
published  by  Charles  E.  Tuttle  publishers.  Janell 
Moon,  C.H.T.  415-824-2490.  Noe  Valley. 

Get  Organized  Now!  Call  Susan  Block,  Life  Man¬ 
agement  Consultant.  “Trying”  to  get  organized  in 
your  home  or  office?  I  can  help.  Call  for  a  free  con¬ 
sultation.  282-0218. 

Small  Office  for  Rent.  Full  or  part-time,  for  thera¬ 
pist,  bodyworker,  or  similar  professional.  Quiet  Noe 
Valley  location.  Available  May  1. 415-239-1315  or 
415-647-1131. 


Valley  Cleaning  Services.  We  do  residential  and 
commercial,  construction  cleanup,  moving  in  or  out, 
window  and  carpet  cleaning,  floor  stripping,  seal¬ 
ing  and  waxing,  and  pressure  washing.  We  are  spe¬ 
cialists  in  driveways  and  roofs.  Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
and  monthly.  20  percent  off  first  visit.  Call  Leo 
Lima,  415-255-9211. 

Proofreading/Copyediting  by  professional  with  1 5 
years  of  experience.  Manuscripts,  brochures,  flyers, 
newsletters,  academic  papers,  etc.  Reasonable  rates. 
Call  My  Editor  at  415-492-1131. 

Part-Time  Work  Available  caring  for  charming 
older  woman  with  active  mind  and  good  disposition, 
in  Noe  Valley.  Light  meal  preparation,  help  with 
dressing,  errands,  and  shopping,  companionship. 
Flexible  hours,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
evenings,  two  hours  each,  and  a  couple  of  week¬ 
days,  two  or  three  hours  each.  Prefer  upbeat,  kind, 
energetic,  English-speaking  person.  Great  for  stu¬ 
dent  or  retiree,  or  someone  with  flexible  hours.  Will 
pay  $10  per  hour.  Start  immediately;  must  have  ref¬ 
erences.  Call  Gigi,  415-648-1359. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Thorough,  reliable,  professional,  and  reasonably 
priced.  Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For 
more  details,  call  Maria  Jose,  510-758-0271. 

Local  Clinical  Studies  Needs  Participants.  Reg¬ 
istration  is  free.  Anti-aging,  pain,  sleep,  metabolism 
and  weight  loss,  stress,  and  more.  You  may  receive 
two  weeks  (free)  of  nutritional  products  for  each 
study  you  are  in.  Send  a  large  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  with  a  $2  handling  fee  for  each 
study  you  wish  to  participate  in  to  1019  Diamond 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  (PDI  Clinical  Study). 

Housecleaner/Housekeeper.  Good  job.  Reliable,  re¬ 
sponsible,  and  experienced.  Speak  English.  Own  car 
and  excellent  references.  Call  Leisa,  4 15-643-0894. 

-Dog  Joy.  Leave  your  dog  with  Bob  while  you’re 
away,  and  he  ’ll  have  a  vacation,  too.  Day  care,  home 
visits,  daily  walks.  $  1 5  to  $20  per  day.  4 1 5-282-7467. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Experience  the 
Victorian  charm  of  old  San  Francisco  in  designer’s 
beautiful,  spacious,  three-room  suite  with  private 
entrance.  Delicious  fare,  reasonable  rates,  two 
blocks  to  24th  Street.  “A  Victorian  Legacy.”  Call  Pa¬ 
tricia,  648-8879. 

Homework  Hassles?  StudyBuddy  can  help:  cre- 
dentialed  teacher,  reasonable  rates.  586-4577. 
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Call  on  San  Francisco’s 
most  trusted  Realtor 
in  Palm  Springs. 

Jay  Margrey 

760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 
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California  Realty 


Need  Some  Help  Realizing  That  Dream?  1  can 

help  you  set  goals  and  reach  them,  whether  they  in¬ 
volve  school,  a  job,  a  project,  or  a  relationship. 
Twenty  years’  experience  helping  people  of  all  ages 
and  backgrounds  make  their  lives  go  the  way  they 
want  them  to.  Ann  Bartz,  415-641-4065. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

Summer  Cottage  Vacation  Rentals  by  the  week 
or  month.  One  block  to  24th  Street.  Dave,  282A492. 
www.hidden-cottage.com. 

Cultivating  Forgiveness:  A  Talk  by  Swami  Ra- 
mananda.  Deeply  painful  experiences  can  create  re¬ 
sentment  and  anger  that  are  held  like  protective  ar¬ 
mor  around  the  heart.  This  talk  will  introduce  the 
process  of  forgiveness,  freeing  us  from  barriers  to 
being  fully  ourselves  and  compassionate  with  oth¬ 
ers.  Tuesday,  May  2,  6  to  8  p.m.  $10.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 15-82 1-1117. 

Need  a  Driver  to  take  you  grocery  shopping,  doc¬ 
tor’s  office,  etc.?  Retired  dependable  businessman 
is  at  your  service.  Excellent  references.  $15  an 
hour.  Bill:  826-3613. 

Audio  Design  Services  for  home  or  office.  Avoid 
salesman-hype  and  save  substantial  $  as  a  result.  I 
will  analyze  your  listening  interests  and  space  and 
budget  constraints  and  configure  the  best-sounding, 
most  cost-effective  system  to  meet  your  needs.  In¬ 
terior  design  considerations  and  system  flexibility 
to  facilitate  future  expansions/upgrades  also  in¬ 
cluded.  40  years  audiophile  experience.  Reasonable 
rates.  Initial  consultation  free.  415-285-8482. 

Therapeutic,  Nurturing  Swedish  /  Esalen  style  mas¬ 
sage  by  certified  massage  therapist  in  warm  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  home  studio,  Sanchez  and  24th  Street.  Website: 
www.peterlace.coml massage.  Phone:  415-970-9277. 

Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references.  Thorough, 
reliable,  professional,  and  reasonably  priced.  Of¬ 
fering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For  more  details, 
call  Fina,  650-755-4062. 

Office  Space  Available  to  Sublet  in  a  suite  of  es¬ 
tablished  offices.  A  perfect  office  for  psychothera¬ 
pists,  massage  therapists,  or  writers.  Beautifully  fur¬ 
nished,  freshly  painted  office  in  the  heart  of  Noe 
Valley  on  24th  Street.  Shared  waiting  room  and 
bathroom.  Full  days  and  half  days  available.  Call 
82 1  -75 1 7  for  more  information 

Noe  Valley  Office  Space  Wanted  to  rent  four  days 
or  more  per  week.  I  am  a  responsible  bodyworker 
and  movement  educator  in  private  practice  for  over 
25  years.  Please  call  648-1718. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy.  Residence  and  business 
telephone  systems,  fax/modem  lines,  office-in- 
home.  Dead  phone  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 

Home  Care,  Elder  Care.  Experienced  R.N.  “adapt¬ 
ed  to  your  needs.”  Insured  and  bonded.  Sliding 
scale.  415-824-1253. 


Wanted  to  Rent:  Garage,  storage  area,  or  whole 
house,  long-term.  Petsitter/animal  advocate,  45, 
never  bothers  landlord  with  minor  repairs,  very  self- 
reliant.  San  Francisco  resident  since  1977.  Bob, 
415-282-7467. 

Time  for  a  Change?  I  believe  you  already  know 
everything  you  need  to  know  to  live  a  rich  and  ful¬ 
filling  life.  Sometimes,  though,  we  lose  touch  with 
this  knowledge.  Psychotherapy  can  help  you  re¬ 
connect.  Life  transitions,  identity  issues,  chronic  ill¬ 
ness,  mind/body  connections,  anxiety/panic,  grief, 
creativity,  lesbian/gay  issues,  depression,  early  trau¬ 
mas,  and  cross-cultural  issues  are  my  areas  of  in¬ 
terest  and  experience.  Sliding  scale.  Marilyn  Jean, 
M.F.T.  #35206.  Noe  Valley.  789-8506. 

Clean  &  Natural:  Housecleaning  service.  Li¬ 
censed,  bonded.  Call  Simone,  415-303-9865  or 
415-577-8188;  cleannaturalsg@aol.com. 

Telecommunications  Wiring.  Telephone,  comput¬ 
er,  co-ax,  speaker,  intercom.  Home  or  business. 
Experienced,  reasonable,  reliable.  Kent,  415- 
401-0214. 


Sunny  View  B&B  in  Twin  Peaks.  Minutes  to  fa¬ 
mous  F  trolley  line  to  Fisherman’s  Wharf,  Castro 
District,  J  Church  line,  subway,  downtown  shopping 
and  stores,  hospitals;  K  Union  Square  in  12  minutes. 
Cable,  TV,  tasty  breakfast.  Well-appointed  decor 
and  quiet.  Patio  rose  garden.  Shared  kitchen,  laun¬ 
dry,  and  bath.  Private  half-bath.  Two  night  mini¬ 
mum.  Garage  available.  Perfect  for  family  and 
friends,  business  travelers.  415-863-9550,  ext.  4. 

Licensed  Painter.  Interior  and  exterior.  Also,  plas¬ 
ter  and  dry  wall  repair.  Small  jobs  okay.  License  #497- 
214.  Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666.  Free  estimates. 

Fog  City  Dog  now  accepting  clients  for  canine  ex¬ 
ercise  group.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Reasonable  rates, 
senior  discounts.  Bonded.  Lou,  824-9374. 


Gardening:  creative  and  efficient  planting,  prun¬ 
ing,  and  maintanance  using  organic  methods.  Inno¬ 
vative  designs  and  renovations.  415-626-1258. 

Stressless  Housecleaning...because  life’s  hectic 
enough.  Superior  quality.  Customized  cleaning. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Jeanine,  564-2877. 

All  Things  Macintosh:  Troubleshooter  for  hire! 
Solve  mysterious  freezes.  Improve  performance. 
Software  support,  tutoring,  and  more.  References. 
Roslyn,  510-526-1209. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We’ll  do  it.  Refer¬ 
ences.  $  1 3  per  hour.  Call  Marco  and  Sara,  643- 1 262. 

Workplace  Personal  Mentoring/Coaching.  Hav¬ 
ing  problems  succeeding/surviving  an  unfriendly 
workplace?  Thirty  years  experience  handling  chaot¬ 
ic/abusive  situations.  Especially  effective  helping 
women  manage  male  environments.  Compassion¬ 
ate,  savvy,  licensed  family  therapist  with  graduate 
degrees  in  both  individual  and  organizational  psy¬ 
chology.  Three  published  books  on  work.  415- 
285-675 1 .  Noe  Valley.  Workshops  available.  Email: 
workfamily@workmail.com. 

Therapeutic  Swedish  or  Deep  Tissue  Massage. 
Relax  in  the  comfort  of  your  own  home  or  get  away 
from  it  all  in  mine.  First-time  clients  only,  $35  per 
hour  ($10  extra  for  out-calls).  Evening  and  week¬ 
end  appointments  available.  Strictly  non-sexual. 
Call  Jamine  at  415-305-7250. 

Start  Your  Healing  Journey.  Gentle,  practical,  in¬ 
dividual  and  couples  therapy  by  experienced  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Family  Therapist.  Sliding  scale.  Free  15- 
minute  phone  consultation.  Lesbian/gay/bi/straight 
welcome.  Noe  Valley.  Julie  DePinna  Armer,  M.A., 
M.F.C.  lie.  #36609.  Call  415-882-1 161. 

Quaint  “Victorian  Garden”  B&B  near  26th  and 
Sanchez.  Private  and  ground  level,  living  room,  fire¬ 
place,  bathroom,  bedroom  with  queen-size  bed,  of¬ 
fice  nook,  flower-filled  patio/garden,  laundry  facil¬ 
ities,  phone,  sound  system,  cable  TV.  plentiful 
breakfast  items.  Apartment  is  lovely  and  quiet. 
Two-night  minimum.  Call  206-0202. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Thorough,  reliable,  professional,  and  reasonably 
priced.  Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For 
more  details,  call  Leia.  650-755-4062. 

Mac  or  iMac  Computer?  Need  Help?  I  can. .  .help 
you  clean  up  your  computer,  get  your  computer  talk¬ 
ing  to  your  printer  and  modem,  set  up  e-mail  and 
the  web,  etc.  I  am  the  tech  coordinator  at  an  ele¬ 
mentary  school.  Evenings  and  weekends  in  your 
home.  64 1  -7062. 

Experience  Relief  from  Stress,  muscular  tension, 
and  pain,  and  improvement  in  flexibility,  posture, 
and  coordination  through  the  Feldenkrais  Method 
Awareness  Through  Movement  class.  Slow,  gentle 
movements,  safe  for  people  of  all  ages.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  Monday  evenings,  8  to  9 
p.m.  Anne  Roberti,  GCFP,  415-824-1590. 

House  Cleaning...homes,  offices,  apartments.  Ref¬ 
erences  available;  honest  person.  Call  650-758- 
2496.  Mrs.  Selva  and  Sheila. 

Dot-Com’ers,  Writers,  Artists  —  need  help  cop¬ 
ing  with  stress,  lifestyle  changes  and  choices,  per¬ 
sonal  issues,  emotional  upsets?  As  a  psychothera¬ 
pist  who  is  also  a  visual  artist,  1  am  very  familiar 
with  the  emotional  and  practical  challenges  cre¬ 
ative,  innovative,  thoughtful  people  face  at  work 
and  at  home.  I  counsel  individuals,  couples,  and 
groups.  I’ve  been  in  private  practice  for  over  25 
years;  am  opening  an  office  on  Church  St. 
Health  insurance  accepted.  For  an  introduc¬ 
tory  appointment,  call  Karen  Balos,  Ph.D.,  L.C.S.W. 
(Lie.  #  LCS3571),  510-271-0159;  balos@flash.net. 


kitchens  /  baths  decks  /  additions  new  homes 


Doug  Shoemaker  AIA 

Licensed  Architect,  State  of  California  since  1980 


Noe  Valley,  415.648.1208 
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CLASS  ADS 


Furniture  Wanted.  I  need  old  and  antique  dressers, 
tables,  desks,  etc.  Any  condition.  Paying  cash.  Es¬ 
tates  also.  Karen,  415-647-6157. 

See  Original  Dog  Products  at  www.lionpholeau.x- 
invention.com. 

Web  Site  Design.  415-643-2800.  www.hand- 
shake.com ;  mail@  hand-shake.com . 

Spinning  Web  Gardening  Service.  Cleanups, 
pruning,  pest  control,  planting,  consultations,  reno¬ 
vation.  Call  Barbara,  550-6923. 

Indian  Vegetarian  Cooking  Class.  Come  prepare 
and  enjoy  eating  a  festive  South  Indian  meal  taught 
by  Pam  Vaird.  She  spent  four  months  in  Coimbotore 
learning  cooking  in  Indian  homes.  Sunday,  May  2 1 , 
1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  $35.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770 
Dolores  St.  415-821-1 117. 

Cash  for  Old  Wood  Furniture,  antiques,  and  old 
things.  Jim  at  621-4390  or  585-1901  evenings. 

Word  Processing  (expertise:  legal/medical).  Audio/ 
videotape  transcription,  editing,  resumes,  and  letter 
composition,  including  complaint  letters.  24-hour 
phone-in  dictation  system.  Dena  Reiner,  415-821  -466 1 . 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  Noe  Valley.  826-1158. 

Your  Nest  Egg  May  Have  a  Crack.  Long-term 
nursing  care  for  yourself  or  aging  relatives  could 
wipe  out  a  lifetime  of  savings  and  create  tremendous 
stress  on  family  members.  Medicare  does  not  cov¬ 
er  long-term  care,  and  Medicaid  will  require  that 
you  “spend  down”  your  assets.  Financial  planners 
and  accountants  recommend  Long  Term  Care  In¬ 
surance  as  the  most  viable  solution.  For  third-party 
articles  or  a  free,  no  pressure  consultation,  call  Bill 
Hannant  at  415-647-7012. 

Upholstery.  We  repair,  rebuild,  and  recover  over¬ 
stuffed  chairs,  ottomans,  sofas,  and  dining  chairs. 
Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates.  Jorge  Meraz-Baca, 
282-2256. 

Secretarial  Services:  W/P,  resumes,  letters,  book¬ 
keeping.  All  types  of  general  office  projects.  Helene, 
415-334-9853. 

Are  Old  Traumas  Keeping  You  Stuck  in  feelings 
of  anxiety  or  depression?  Recovery  from  traumas 
such  as  childhood  abuse  or  sexual  assault  allows 
you  to  move  forward  in  life.  Compassionate  psy¬ 
chotherapy  transforms  old  wounds.  E.M.D.R.  Slid¬ 
ing  scale.  Noe  Valley.  Liz  Stolz  Kughn,  M.A.  415- 
522-2378.  Experienced  M.F.T.  Intern,  #29612. 
Supervised  by  Cynthia  Kong,  M.F.T.  #15396. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-821-4890. 

The  Guy  Was  Growing  Shorter  every  day,  so  he 
went  to  his  doctor,  who  told  him  he’d  just  have  to 
be  a  little  patient.  To  complain  about  this  Class  Ad, 
email  zabarska@aol.com. 


Property  Owners!  Thinking  about  remodeling  or 
adding  to  your  building  or  constructing  a  new 
building?  Get  the  creative  input  your  project  needs 
from  an  experienced  architect.  Call  Mike  Hager 
at  285-7409.  In  Noe  Valley  since  1981;  28  years 
experience. 

Substance  Abuse  Counseling.  Confidential.  Com¬ 
passionate,  certified.  Bernal  Heights  location.  Eric 
Denner,  M.B.A.,  C.A.D.C.  415-824-4541. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or 
friends  coming,  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private 
entrance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique 
furnishings.  Convenient  to  24th  Street  and  J-Church 
line.  Oliver  House,  415-695-0700. 

Trees,  Shrubs,  Hedges.  Professional  arborist, 
neighborhood  resident.  Twenty-plus  years  of  expe¬ 
rience.  Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates.  Call  with 
any  garden  questions.  Bill  Squire,  826-6160. 

Yoga  Modifications  for  Back  Care.  Don’t  let  stiff¬ 
ness  or  back  pain  keep  you  from  practicing  yoga. 
This  workshop  will  teach  ways  to  relieve  pain  and 
strengthen  your  back.  Tuesday,  May  23, 6  to  8  p.m. 
$8.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415- 
821-1117. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery,  caning,  veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Free  estimate,  pickup,  and  delivery.  Call  Boris,  41 5- 
587-3416. 


Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Thorough,  reliable,  professional,  and  reasonably 
priced.  Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For  more 
details,  call  Adriano  and  Edson,  650-755-4062. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Wednesday  and  Friday,  10  a.m., 
Douglass  Park,  Douglass  at  27th.$5  introduction 
(Mondays  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing 
since  1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Tax  Preparation  and  Consulting.  My  1 1 -year-old 
practice  consists  largely  of  self-employed  individ¬ 
uals,  many  of  whom  are  artists  or  musicians.  I  also 
specialize  in  helping  nonfilers,  audit  representation, 
offers-in-compromise,  and  prebankruptcy  tax  plan¬ 
ning.  Call  Alan  Steger,  E. A.,  415-387-3057. 


Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  As  featured  on  KPIX, 
NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape  has  expertly 
helped  overworked  professionals,  frazzled  moms, 
and  harassed  homeowners  cut  through  clutter  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  their  busy 
lives.  Homes,  offices,  closets,  relocations,  and 
more.  Fr6e  phone  consultation/brochure.  Call  4 1 5- 
550-0658. 

Are  You  Experiencing  Transitions  in  your  life?  1 
work  with  couples  who  are  wanting  to  achieve  more 
fulfillment  in  their  relationships  or  are  contemplat¬ 
ing  marriage.  Adolescents  who  are  facing  the  myr¬ 
iad  choices  and  questions  of  this  transitional  time. 
Individuals  who  are  seeking  assistance  through 
life’s  transitions  and  want  to  feel  more  grounded  in 
their  choices.  Chris  Kughn,  M.F.T.  Intern  #34106, 
supervised  by  Julie  Albert,  M.F.T.  #28884.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  office.  Call  415-241-8869. 

Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  14  years 
experience.  Regular,  one-time.  Moving  in,  moving 
out?  Spring  cleaning!  Roger  Miller,  664-0513. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  piano  with 
patient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  indi¬ 
vidual  goals.  Music  degree  and  20  years  of  teaching 
experience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical  or  popular 
repertoire,  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Banned,  648-1007. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the 
fragrance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable 
hostess.  415-648-2515. 

Imagine  a  Watercolor  of  Your  Home  or  business. 
Great  for  color  business  cards  or  greeting  cards. 
Commissions  from  $85,  plus  tax.  Specializing  in 
houses,  cityscapes,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Free  consultation.  You’ll  see  samples  of  my 
work  and  we’ll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  painting.  Call 
Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696,  or  look  at  my  work  first 
at  www.artmecca.com. 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location; 
two  guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom 
areas,  private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private 
entrances;  shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visit¬ 
ing  family/friends,  business  travelers;  weekly, 
monthly  rates.  285-7189. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/ 
St.  Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  sleeps 
six  (maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream;  ornamental  fish 
pond.  One  week  minimum,  $500.  May  rent  addi¬ 
tional  nights  for  $70  per  night,  or  by  the  month  for 
$1,750.  Discount  to  repeat  guests.  Phone  and  fax, 
415-647-3052. 

Guitar  Lessons.  Noe  Valley.  Bemal  Heights.  For¬ 
mer  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director,  composer 
of  Academy  Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20 
years  of  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners 
welcome.  Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244. 


Hauling.  Schlepper  Bros.  Fast,  fair,  and  fantastic. 
Yogic,  caring,  and  brave.  Y2K,  sustainability  ac¬ 
tivist.  824-4214. 

Yoga  Practices  for  Asthma.  Learn  yoga  postures, 
breathing  practices,  and  other  techniques  to 
strengthen  your  lungs,  increase  breathing  capacity, 
and  minimalize  dependence  upon  medications. 
Wednesday,  May  3, 6  to  8  p.m.  $8.  Integral  Yoga  In¬ 
stitute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-11 17. 

Need  an  Extra  Bedroom/Bath  for  visiting  relatives 
or  friends?  Rent  ours.  No  frills.  Low  cost.  282-2550. 

Got  Goals?  Get  a  Coach!  Want  to  write  a  book,  get 
a  new  job?  Want  to  improve  your  relationship  or  get 
into  one?  Want  to  clarify  your  highest  values  and 
learn  how  to  live  them?  Call  for  free  introductory 
session.  Valerie  Hearn,  Ph  D!  415-824-3701,  vchearn 
@earthlink.net. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references. 
Thorough,  reliable,  professional,  and  reasonably 
priced.  Offering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For 
more  details,  call  Rosanja,  415-255-8506. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  everything  from 
sheetrock,  carpentry,  and  painting  to  tiling... and 
small  jobs  in  between.  564- 1 175. 

Looking  for  a  Babysitter?  Large  experience,  ex¬ 
cellent  references.  Full  or  part  time.  Call  650-994- 
2325,  Michelle. 

The  Journey  of  Pre-Marriage.  A  six-week  group 
for  couples  exploring  the  realms  of  engagement. 
Clarify  your  intentions  for  marriage  and  navigate 
the  process  of  engagement  in  a  safe  and  supportive 
atmosphere.  Limited  to  four  couples.  Call  Chris 
Kughn,  M.A.,  M.F.T.  intern  #  34106,  supervised  by 
Julie  Albert,  M.F.T.  #  28884,  at  415-241-8869  for 
more  information  and  initial  interview. 

Room  Available.  Small  bedroom  available  in  Vic¬ 
torian  condo  from  May  23  through  July  30.  Dates 
are  flexible.  $175  per  week.  648-8614. 

Computer  Helper.  Macintosh  and  PC.  Help  with 
email,  web  surfing,  online  auctions,  publishing  your 
own  basic  web  page,  and  installing  computer  up¬ 
grades.  You  “drive,”  so  you  learn!  First  time,  half 
price.  $40  per  hour,  in  your  home.  Bryan,  401-0639. 

Health  Rider  Exerciser  for  Sale.  $50.  Call  Jamie 
at  415-469-5398. 

30- Year  Anniversary  Open  House!  Join  us  in  cel¬ 
ebrating  our  30th  year  in  San  Francisco  with  a  day 
of  free  Hatha  Yoga  classes,  a  video  of  Sri  Satchi- 
dananda,  a  meditation,  and  snacks  for  everyone. 
Saturday,  May  13.  8  a.m.,  Hatha  I.  IA,  and  III;  9:30 

а. m..  Hatha  I,  IA,  and  II;  1 1  a.m..  Hatha  I,  IA,  Span¬ 
ish  Hatha,  and  video  of  Sri  Swami  Satchidananda; 
12:40  p.m.,  open  meditation  with  snacks  after.  In¬ 
tegral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1 1 17. 

SFSU  Grad  Student  Needs  Tutor  for  Pagemaker 

б. 5,  Illustrator,  and  Photoshop,  on  his  PC  in  Noe 
Valley  or  on  a  tutor’s  Mac.  Hourly  negotiable. 
Phone  282-2797. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133;  www.sirius.coml~scottstfljane.html. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  10%  discount  on  first  tax  return 
with  this  ad.  415-695-1819.  Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 


Kindermusik  With  Dianne.  Fun  music  and  move¬ 
ment  program  for  newborns  through  five  years  old. 
Inner  Richmond  location.  Call  for  information  or  a 
free  preview  class.  415-561-9754. 

Who  Are  Paul  and  Judy?  They  are  experts  at 
finding  easy  and  fun  ways  to  make  a  second  income 
for  people.  Call  today  at  415-267-4891. 

Professional,  Ethical,  Spiritual  /  Emotional  coun¬ 
seling.  Clairvoyance,  astrology,  numerology.  Expe¬ 
rienced,  affordable.  Free  first  session.  Available  by 
phone.  Anna,  415-826-7190. 


The  Scoop  on  Class  Ads 

IT'S  EASY.  Just  type  or  print  the 
text  of  your  ad,  multiply  the  num¬ 
ber  of  words  by  30c  A  WORD,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order  for 
the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  just  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and  check, 
made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
so  that  we  receive  it  by  the  1 5TH 
OF  THE  MONTH  before  the  month 
you’d  like  to  advertise  in.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

10  FOR  10  DISCOUNT:  The  Noe 

Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edi¬ 
tion  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on 
vacation  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10  per¬ 
cent  discount.  To  figure  your  cost, 
deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  June  2000  issue,  distributed  in 
Noe  Valley  on  June  2.  THE  DEAD¬ 
LINE  FOR  CLASS  ADS  IS  MAY  15, 
2000. 

Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ads  by  phone  or  email  at  this 
time.  However,  there’s  one  conso¬ 
lation:  The  ads  are  displayed  on 
our  web  site  at  no  extra  charge: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line  of 
type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  only  if  your  order  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you. 


Housecleaner  Available.  12  years  experience. 
Wonderful  references.  I  speak  English,  and  own  car. 
Call  Rosane  at  415-885-2215. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Trash  the  Throwaway  Society!  Recycle  technol¬ 
ogy!  Will  take  your  non-functioning  technological 
objects.  415-282-SHOP  (7467). 

Neighborhood  Haulers.  Relocations:  man  and 
truck,  $35  per  hour.  Debris  removal.  Free  estimates. 
Our  17th  year.  415-282-7467. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stories,  and  essays,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  neighborhood  themes.  Send  manu¬ 
script  and  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope,  plus 
name,  phone,  and  email  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


DO  VISIT  us  online! 

Every  month  the  Class  Ads 
and  our  news  and 
feature  stories  are  posted 
on  our  web  site. 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 


Pre- 
Loved 
Treasures 
for  the 
Home 

Furniture, 
Mirrors,  Lamps, 


3448  Balboa  St. 
(415)  831.4338 

Julie  Jay, 
Proprietor 

Open 

Wednesday  - 
Friday  11:30-6:30 

Saturday  II  -  6:30 


Traditional  Chinese  Movement 


m  Gen*  *  Bagua  •  Shaolin  •  Tai  Chi 


Tues-Wed-Thurs 
7:00  am  -  8:30  am 
Douglass  Park 
@Douglass  &  Clipper  Streets 

Adults  &  Children  ivelcome 
Muni  lines:  4S.24.il 
Private/ semi-private  lessons  available 


decorative  items 


Sunday  II  -  6 


Calf  Scott  Phillips  for  Info  (415)  752-1984 
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Oriental  Rugs 

Over  300  tribal  rugs  are  now  displayed  at 

ARTEMISIA 

746  Diamond  Street 

ililiiP  ifii  I 

at  corner  of  24th  Street 

10%  off  oiu  entire  inventory  of  rugs 
with  this  ad 

store  hours:  Monday  thru  .Saturday  10:30  am  to  6:30  pm 

Sunday  10:30  am  to  5  pm 

|| 1 1  *  I  f  I 

415  •  643  •  0980 

We  also  carry  Moroccan  &  Mexican  Arts,  Crafts  &  Jewelry 


INTRODUCTORY  OFFER:  First  session  1/2  off  with  this  ad. 

1326  Church  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415.  550.  1200 


Lesser’s 

since  1936 

(415)  282-0202 

fax  (415)  282-9754 


•  Mirrors 

•  Windows  &  Doors 

Aluminum  •  Vinyl  •  Wood 

•  Glass 

•  Shower/Tub  Enclosures 

•  Picture  Frames 

•  Closet  Doors 

•  Glass  Blocks 

- Contractor's  License  339735 - 

898  South  Van  Ness  at  20th  St. 

Free  Parking  at  20th  Street 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue _green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


\riREFLV 

V  re*tauramt/ 


4288  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  821-7652 
open  7  days  a  week 

Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


Michael  P.  Glazer  Allstate 

Exclusive  Agent  You’re  in  good  hands. 

Allstate  Insurance  Company 
Auto,  Property,  Life,  Business 

1 326  Castro  (between  Jersey  &  24th  St.) 
(415)  642-6569  •  (fax)  642-7278 

Open  8:30  -  6,  Monday  -  Friday  •  9  -  1 ,  Saturday 

“Save  20%  on  your  homeowner’s 
when  you  insure  your  car,  too.  ” 

Being  in  good  hands  is  the  only  place  to  be. 

CA  Lie.  #  0673568 


SchweD 

■  CONSTRUCTION* 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 

<?  ^  % 

:BBB> 

Member: 


^oe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room 
Views;  Decks;  TV  &  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  - 

Truly  a  San  Francisco  Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


NOE  BUYS  /  NOE  RENTS 


Don’t  Read  This  If  You’re  Still  Looking  for  a  Place 

Here  are  the  latest  figures  on  house  sales  and  apartment  rentals,  supplied  to  the 
Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate  on  24th  Street  and  Rent  Tech  Rentals  and 
Roommates.  (Note  that  the  rental  data  this  time  covers  three  months,  January 
through  March  2000.  In  both  surveys,  “Noe  Valley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bounded 
by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.)  The  tables  show  that  March  home 
buyers  had  to  bid  10  to  25  percent  over  the  asking  price  to  land  a  piece  of  property  in 
Noe  Valley,  and  that  renters  are  paying  60  percent  more  for  housing  than  what  they 
paid  four  years  ago.  You  also  might  be  interested  to  learn  that  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  offers  free  stress  management  classes,  or  that  the  San  Francisco  Rent 
Board’s  counseling  and  information  line  is  (415)  252-4600.  — Sally  Smith,  Editor 

Noe  Valley  House  Sales -March  2000* 


Total 

Sales 

Low  High 

Price  ($)  Price  ($) 

Average  Average  Days 
Price  ($)  on  Market 

Sale  Price  as 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

12 

$535,000  1,455,000 

842,125  18 

125% 

Condominiums 

4 

$  375,000  975,000 

695,000  13 

111% 

2  to  4  unit  buildings 

3 

$670,000  1,100,000 

853,335  20 

112% 

5+  unit  buildings 

0 

Noe  Valley  Rents- 1st  Quarter  2000** 

Apartment  Size 

Average  Rents  Today 
(Jan  -  Mar  2000) 

Rents  4  Years  Ago  %  of  Units  tor  Rent 
(Jan  -  Mar  1996)  Today  in  Noe  Valley 

Studio 

$  1,115/mo. 

$  675  /  mo. 

9% 

1  bedroom 

1,625  /  mo. 

990  /  mo. 

25% 

2  bedrooms 

2,400  /  mo. 

1,375  /  mo. 

40% 

3  or  more  bedrooms 

2,850  /  mo. 

2,110/  mo. 

25% 

‘Information  provided  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  courtesy  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyr-re.com)  and 
based  on  Noe  Valley  home  sales  for  the  period  March  1-31, 2000. 

“Data  based  on  Noe  Valley  apartments  listed  by  Rent  Tech  Rentals  and  Roommates  (www.renttech.com) 
for  January  through  March  2000  and  for  the  same  period  in  1996. 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Mays  Days 

By  Mazook 

I  KNEW  SPRING  HAD  SPRUNG  when 
I  got  on  the  J-Church  for  my  first  trip  to 
Willie  Mays  Plaza  to  see  the  Giants  and 
encountered  several  other  Noe  Valleons 
boarding  the  streetcar  with  me  ,  all  with 
Giants  hats  on  and  ready  to  cheer  the 
home  team.  To  my  surprise,  there  were 
more  baseball  fans  packed  inside  the  car. 

The  ride  to  the  park  was  a  piece  of  cake. 
Muni  was  meant  for  baseball. 

It  looks  like  Church  Street  will  be 
crowded  with  locals  on  game  days,  with 
with  everybody  waiting  for  the  train  and 
singing,  “Take  me  out  to  the  ball  game, 
and  take  me  home  again.” 

By  the  way,  we  beat  the  Milwaukee 
Brewers,  which  was  great,  even  if  it  was 
an  exhibition  game. 

s  s  © 

“MAY  DAYS”  are  spouting  from  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors  about  the  rampant 
upscaling — and  I  mean  up — of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  UNN  President  Vicki  Rosen 
said  she  expected  the  group’s  April  27 
meeting  to  be  hot  enough  to  raise  the 
rafters.  “We’re  going  to  talk  about  all  the 
demolition  and  megaconstruction  crap 
that’s  been  going  on  everywhere  these 
days.  We’ve  been  contacted  by  neighbors 
with  terrible  situations  on  their  blocks, 
[with]  construction  totally  out  of  charac¬ 
ter  with  the  neighborhood.” 

Claims  Vicki,  “  City  Planning  is  acting 
like  Prop.  M  doesn’t  have  any  standing, 
and  the  attitude  is,  Build  as  much  as  you 
can  for  as  much  money  as  you  can.” 

She  worries  that  “if  we  build  to  ac¬ 
commodate  all  the  people  who  want  to 
live  here,  we  will  destroy  why  people 
came  here  to  live  in  the  first  place.” 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors’  next  meeting 
will  be  on  the  last  Thursday  of  the  month 
(May  25)  at  the  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center.  By  the  way,  the  group  has  recent¬ 
ly  changed  its  bylaws,  so  you  have  to  be 
a  member  for  60  days  before  you  can  vote. 

Meanwhile,  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  is 
also  getting  hot  under  the  collar  about  the 
alleged  “Manhattanization”  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Their  May  1 1  meeting  at  the  li¬ 
brary  will  feature  a  discussion  of  our  new 
skyscrapers,  plus  a  preview  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  YMCA’s  plans  to  open  a  new  Y  on 
Clipper  Street.  (Now  there’s  a  megacon¬ 
struction  even  I  could  get  behind.) 

©as 

EAST  &  WEST  OF  CASTRO  STREET 
Improvement  Club  President  Paul  Kan- 
tus  says  his  group  is  talking  about  putting 
more  benches  on  24th  Street.  “I  think  it’s 
a  good  idea  to  have  places  for  people  to 
sit  on  our  commercial  strip  that  aren’t  tied 
to  the  food-service  businesses,”  says  Paul. 
“We  have  enough  money  in  our  treasury 
to  buy  new  benches  for  the  street.” 

The  group  (along  with  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley)  is  also  backing  Supervisor  Leland 
Yee’s  blockbuster  proposal  to  beef  up 
zoning  rules  for  new  video  stores  in  16 
shopping  areas  across  the  city,  including 
24th  Street.  The  measure  was  just  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Planning  Commission  and  is  on 
its  way  to  the  Board  of  Supes.  The  new 
rules  require  any  video  store  that  wants  to 
open  up  in  these  highly  trafficked  areas 
to  apply  for  a  special  permit  and  undergo 
a  public  hearing.  Paul  likes  this  law  be¬ 
cause  it  gives  neighborhood  groups  more 
control  over  things  like  signs,  hours, 
modes  of  dropoff,  parking,  whatever. 


Harry  Stern,  longtime  25th  Street  resident 
and  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  co-president,  has 
been  appointed  by  Supervisor  Mark  Leno  to 
the  Citizens  Advisory  Council  advising  the 
new  Muni  watchdog  group,  the  Municipal 
Transit  Agency.  Stern  chairs  the  Coalition 
for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods’  Trans¬ 
portation  Committee  and  is  also  a  member 
of  Rescue  Muni.  Give  ’em  hell,  Harry. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

He’s  a  tad  worried,  however,  about  the 
lack  of  traffic  at  East  &  West  meetings. 
“Our  membership  has  dropped  from 
about  450  a  few  years  ago  to  around  300 
now,  and  our  meetings  have  fallen  in  at¬ 
tendance.”  That’s  too  bad,  because  the 
East  &  West’ers  are  the  best  street-sweep¬ 
ers  and  graffiti-eradicators  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  And  don’t  forget  those  benches. 

If  you’d  like  to  check  out  Noe  Valley’s 
longest-running  residents’  group  (since 
1904),  East  &  West  meets  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley-Sally  Brunn  Library  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month,  7:30  p.m. 

a  a  a 

THE  PERENNIAL  PARKING  PROBLEM 
in  Downtown  Noe  Valley  has  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Merchants  and  Professionals  Associ¬ 
ation  looking  very  hard  for  solutions. 

The  group  has  circulated  petitions  to 
create  diagonal  parking  on  the  1 300, 1 400 
and  1500  blocks  of  Castro  Street  (from 
24th  to  Clipper).  According  to  NVMPA 
President  Bob  Roddick,  more  than  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  residents  of  those  blocks  have 
signed  the  petitions,  which  would  create 
angled  parking  on  both  sides  of  the  1300 
and  1400  block  and  on  the  James  Lick 
Middle  School  side  of  the  1500  block. 

The  petitions  have  been  sent  to  the 
city’s  Traffic  Engineer  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  get  the  hearing  process  rolling. 

a  a  s 

FRIENDS  OF  NOE  VALLEY  Co-Presi¬ 
dent  (“I  prefer  to  be  called  newsletter  ed¬ 
itor”)  Harry  Stem  has  been  named  by  Su¬ 
pervisor  Mark  Leno  to  the  15-member 
Citizens  Advisory  Council,  set  up  to  ad¬ 
vise  the  Municipal  Transit  Agency  (our 
new  Muni  caretaker).  Harry,  who’s  lived 
on  25th  Street  for  15  years,  is  a  member 
of  both  Rescue  Muni  and  SPUR  (San 
Francisco  Planning  and  Urban  Research). 
He  also  chairs  the  transportation  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods. 

A  retired  engineer  —  he’s  originally 
from  New  York  —  Harry  views  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  an  opportunity  “to  both  im¬ 
plement  the  necessary  performance 
changes  and  turn  around  the  public  per¬ 
ception  of  Muni  from  negative  to  positive. 
Though  some  people  are  planning  tunnels 
under  the  city,  I  think  that’s  premature  and 
misguided.  All  that  does  is  enhance  the 
attractiveness  of  the  automobile.  Our  first 
priority  should  be  to  enhance  the  attrac¬ 
tiveness  of  public  transit,  which  is  the 
only  way  to  get  people  out  of  their  cars.” 

Unfortunately,  about  the  same  time 
Harry  got  word  of  his  appointment,  he  re¬ 
ceived  some  tough  medical  news  from  his 
doctor,  and  he  is  undergoing  treatment 
right  now.  “I’ll  be  inactive  for  a  month  or 


two,”  he  says,  “and  then  I’ll  get  back  to 
working  on  the  bunching  of  streetcars — 
something  near  and  dear  to  my  heart.” 

Get  better  soon,  Harry. 

a  ©  © 

MARKET  QUOTES:  It  is  always  news 
when  any  kind  of  public  notice  is  posted 
on  a  storefront  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley. 
But  when  it  is  an  application  for  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  a  liquor  license  pasted  on  the  door 
of  Bell  Market,  then  it  is  very  big  news. 

The  “application  for  a  change  of  own¬ 
ership”  said  the  “new”  owner  would  be 
Ralph’s  Market.  Ralph’s,  the  big  South¬ 
ern  California  supermarket  chain,  does 
own  Bell.  But  that’s  not  news,  folks. 

According  to  Terry  O’Neil,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  Ralph’s  Grocery  Company,  which 
assumed  ownership  of  Bell  Markets  back 
in  ’95,  “Bell  will  now  receive  its  liquor 
directly  from  a  Ralph’s  warehouse  rather 
than  from  a  direct  store  delivery  suppli¬ 
er.”  The  “Ralph’s”  label  will  be  popping 
up  on  other  shelves  as  well. 

O’Neil  also  let  it  be  known  that  Ralph’s 
would  be  upgrading  the  store  over  the 
next  year,  so  we  can  all  look  for  a  better 
Bell.  Just  don’t  change  the  name,  okay? 

ass 

NOE  VALLEY’S  southbound  com¬ 
muters  should  be  wary  of  a  speed  trap  in 
and  around  the  intersection  of  Dolores 
and  30th  streets.  Police  have  posted  a  25 
mph  digital  sign  from  time  to  time,  and 
have  been  nailing  those  in  a  hurry. 

Evidently,  there  have  been  a  lot  of  out¬ 
bound  Dolores  drivers  overanticipating 
their  1-280  commute.  Coming  the  other 
way  are  the  inbounders,  weary  and  impa¬ 
tient  after  putting  in  1 2-hour  days  in  the 
dot-com  millionaire  derby.  Everyone 
wants  to  make  that  dang  light  at  30th. 

An  increased  police  presence  has  also 
increased  the  issuance  of  parking  tickets 
for  cars  clogging  the  center  medians 
along  Dolores  Street. 


s  ®  © 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  It  looks  as  if  the  old 
A& A  Market  at  25  th  and  Sanchez  is  about 
ready  to  reopen.  Not  as  a  comer  grocery, 
but  as  a  laundry....  Construction  has  start¬ 
ed  on  retrofitting  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  so 
drive  carefully  on  Church...  It’s  big  news 
in  outer  Noe  Valley  that  Hungry  Joe’s  is 
finally  handing  out  printed  menus  (the 
place  opened  in  1979)...  That  was  Dave 
Monks  (Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
prez)  on  the  April  18  edition  of  KRON’s 
Bay  Area  Backroads,  showing  off  his 
map  and  guide  to  movie  locations  in  San 
Francisco.  I  like  the  Vertigo  stops  the 
best...Tully’s  coffeehouse  on  24th  Street 
was  giving  out  free  coffee  to  any  IRS  em¬ 
ployee  or  certified  public  accountant 
(who  produced  their  ID  or  business  card) 
from  April  12  to  17.  That’s  nice...  Love- 
joy’s  Tea  Room  is  under  new  ownership. 
I’ll  let  you  know  the  scoop  next  time. 

©  ©  s 

TOP  OF  THE  POPS  at  Streetlight 
Records  is  the  brand  new  Elliot  Smith  CD 
called  Figure  Eight.  Streetlighter  Laura 
Horsfall  says  it’s  “inde-folk-rock”  type 
music.  “He  writes  and  performs  his  own 
stuff,”  says  Laura. 

Down  at  Aquarius  Records,  flying  out 
the  door  is  Reggie  and  the  Full  Effect,  by 
a  band  of  the  same  name.  Aquarius’s 
Andy  Connors  says  the  music  is  “weird 
pop,”  and  he  thinks  this  will  probably  be 
the  Midwestern  group’s  “farewell  disc, 
since  the  band  members  play  with  other 
groups  and  this  was  a  side  collaboration.” 

For  those  of  you  still  reading,  Cory 
Combs  of  Cover  to  Cover  reports  that  the 
store’s  current  bestseller  in  the  fiction  cat¬ 
egory  is  Poisonwood  Bible  by  Barbara 
Kingsolver.  It’s  available  in  paperback. 

In  the  nonfiction  category,  the  winner 
is  Anne  Fadiman’s  The  Spirit  Catches  You 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself” 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


^Stat^malifom!^ 

LICENSED 


SMO^T 

CI«K 


INSPECTION  & 
^REPAIR  STATION  J 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


m 


a 
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since  1978 

(41 5)  285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

(S42.50  VALUE) 
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Open  for  c 
Cat 

We  deliver  ever 
wit 

Ri  n’s 
Restau 

inner  7  days  a  week,  i 
ering  Available,  Take 

yday  from  5-9  p.m.  for 
h  a  $20.  minimum  purch 

rant 

>  -  10  p.m. 

3ut 

certain  locations 

ase. 

Since  1985 

4301  24th  Street  at  Douglass  i 

821-4776 

n  Noe  Valley 

r  -| 

Get  50%  OFF  of  a  2nd  Entree  of  equal  or  lesser  value 
Expires  5-31-2000 

Dine  in  only.  One  coupon  per  table 

Naturopathic  Healing 
In  Noe  Valley 

elective,  6aj&,  natural  health  cazie. 
fj&i  people  all  aq&L  and  conddionA. 

•  MeAJsal  Medicine. 

•  Gliniaal  Nutrition 
•  Mcuneofuztlu}, 

•  fmenune  Gicpp&d 

•  %/eic^MancUfement 

•  /UieACfiei. 

•  ficdufial  Monmcwc-Gcdancincj, 

•  Women  4  M-ealUi. 

•  'kJeiUteM. 

...and  moAe 

Dr.  Victoria  Ham  man 

feoGAd-Getitijied  l/otunopathic  dfochvi 

(4/5)  821-3656 

fynee  9n5ioductoAy  Grmdultation 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am-4pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


See  GiantVision  on  Our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O'Greenberg's 

Pub 


Nr 


o„  r  *** 

J9p; 


Visit  Our 
Two 
Dart 
Rooms 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of  29th  &  Dolores)  695-9216 


Modus  Operandi 

organizing  home  and  office 

3993  TWENTY-FOURTH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  941  14 

marycmcfQearthlink.nel 


415.821.4397 


MARY  McFADDEN,  PROPRIETOR 


RUMORS 


Good  Vibrations 

A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to 
buy  vibrators,  massage  oils, 
books  about  sexuality  and 
other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully 
chosen  selection  of 
erotic  videos. 

1210  Valencia  Sc,  at  23rd 
Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm; 
Fri.  &  Sat.  I  I  am-8pm 
974-8980 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

and  You  Fall  Down — A  Hmong  Child, 
Her  American  Doctors,  and  the  Collusion 
of  Two  Cultures.  The  title  tells  it  all. 

Noe  Valley’s  favorite  video  at  First 
Choice  Video,  according  to  Tony  Da- 
lessandro,  is  Fight  Club,  starring  Brad  Pitt 
and  Edward  Norton.  First  Choice  is  on  the 
comer  of  Church  and  24th  Street  and  used 
to  be  known  as  West  Coast  Video. 

In  any  event,  Tony  has  owned  the  place 
and  has  been  renting  out  videos  at  that  lo¬ 
cation  since  1984.  Do  you  know  the  name 
of  the  business  which  occupied  that  space 
before  then?  Clue:  The  same  kind  of  busi¬ 
ness  was  also  in  the  space  now  filled  by 
Cotton  Basics  on  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Castro.  The  name  was  that  of  a  planet. 

Over  at  Noe  Valley  Video,  your  fa¬ 
vorite  is  Boys  Don’t  Cry,  starring  Acade¬ 
my  Award  winning  Best  Actress  Hilary 
Swank  and  supported  by  A. A.  nominee 
Chloe  Sevigny. 

Now  you  are  wondering  where  Noe 
Valley  Video  is  located.  Well,  that  is  the 
new  name  of  21st  Century  Video,  which 
is  located  near  Ralph’s,  no.  Bell  Market 
in  the  heart  of  Downtown  Noe  Valley. 

According  to  owners  Marlene  and  Bri¬ 
an  Dunleavy,  “we  were  forming  a  com¬ 
pany,  applied  for  a  trademark,  and  found 
that  a  video  producer  in  New  Jersey 
owned  the  name,  so  we  changed  it  to 
something  neighborhood-friendly.”  Is 
there  a  Noe  Valley  Video  in  Jersey? 

Over  at  Castro  Street’s  Video  Wave, 
which  is  not  changing  its  name,  The 
Limey,  starring  Terence  Stamp,  is  the  one 
that’s  always  out,  so  reservations  are  rec¬ 
ommended.  The  best  time  to  show  up  is 
when  the  doors  open  on  Monday. 

©  ©  © 

IT’S  MONDAY  MORNING,  SO  I  gotta  go. 
Before  I  depart,  the  answer  to  the  riddle 
above  is:  Mercury  Pharmacy.  Bye,  kids.D 


'Good  service ,  good  coverage , 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance. 


// 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 

® 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there.® 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 


-r5 


Of. 


Lynette  Anderson,  Manager 


Relax,  Renew  &  Rejuvenate 


Reinvent 
yourself  in 
our  sensory 
deprivation 
tanks.  Floating 
relieves  pain 
and  depression 
while  providing 
a  general  sense 
of  well-being. 


We  offer  two 
private  tank 
suites  so  you 
can  schedule 
your  float  with 
friends. 

Ask  about  our 
special 
Introduction 
to  Floating 
package. 


Call  on  Zephyr 
Real  Estate... 
your  neighbor 
in  the  Noe. 


When  you  need  real  estate  assistance  in 
Noe  Valley,  call  on  Zephyr.  As  your 
neighbor  on  24th  Street,  we  know  this 
community  like  no  other  and  can  provide 
you  with  the  most  personable  and 
professional  services  possible.  Stop  in  and 
join  our  growing  family  of  satisfied  clients. 
There’s  Noe  better  company  than  Zephyr. 


€>; 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

4040  24th  Street  •  Noe  Valley  •  415-695-7707  •  www.zephyr-re.com 


4200  1 7th  Street  •  4 1 5-552-9500  3  1 8  Brannan  Street  •  4 1 5-905-0250 
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Poems 


Francisco 

Aragon 

A  View  from  the  Park 

A  clear  afternoon  and  the  Bay  Bridge 

arcing 

like  a  bow 

to  Treasure  Island:  a  view 
tourists  could  buy 
at  Fishermans  Wharf 

but  for  the  smudge 

clouding  the  tip  of  the  Pyramid— panels 
deflecting  the  sun  glint 

through,  as  if  a  beacon  thinly  shrouded  ifl  fog 
were  blinking  a  code  across  the  city 


THE  LAST  PAGE 


Jugglers 

She  and  I  on  a  bench  eating  prawns: 

the  first  day  of  her  fiftieth  year  and  she  points 
at  two  street  performers  about  to  juggle 
fire  and  a  distant  summer  morning 

surfaces,  afloat  on  the  light  wind  blowing 
off  the  bay — older  sisters  are  hiding  in  the  dark, 
big  brother  is  parading  around  the  house 

his  hands  outstretched  and  clutching  large  candles 
I’m  on  a  search!  he  shouts 
marching  from  room  to  room 

till  he  finds  them  huddling  in  a  jungle 
of  clothes,  his  beacons  flickering  as  flame- 
hot  wax  begins  to  flow  across  his  fingers. . . 


San  Francisco,  1985 

to  D.  G. 

It  rolled  past  the  Castro — 
marquee  big  with  NORTH 

BY  NORTHWEST— and  slowed 
to  a  stop.  He  was  at  the  corner 

outside  Twin  Peaks,  spotting  me  near 
the  front  facing  out  the  door — the  seats 

reserved  for  the  elderly  and  disabled 
just  behind  the  driver.  Our  eyes 

met  briefly  before  he  turned 
to  his  right  and  shouted  your  name 

across  the  busy  street,  yelling 
that  I  was  on  this  one, 

for  you  to  come  back. 

Youd  begun  the  jog,  the  game 

you  both  played — -here  comes 
the  24-Divisadero: 


to  this  green  slope:  a  park  named  after 
a  mission. . . 

Dolores  Dolores 
— it  simmers  on  my  tongue,  is 
Pains  in  Spanish,  is 
her  name. . .  And  beyond  the  grass 

a  dark-haired  woman 

crouching 

in  the  sand 

saying  to  a  small  boy,  jSacate  los  dedos 
de  la  boca!  Take  your  fingers 
out  of  your  mouth ! 


while  she  is  walking  to  Centro  Adulto,  her  head  brimming 
with  phrases:  the  words  she  needs  to  learn  so  she  can  quit 
sewing,  land  a  job  in  a  bank. .  .and  the  sitter 

is  arriving  minutes  late,  finding  us  wet 
and  trying  to  save  a  coat,  a  shirt,  a  dress — it’s 
a  small  one:  nothing  the  green  hose 

and  frantic  assembly  line  of  buckets 

doesn’t  eventually  douse,  leaving  walls  and  curtains 

the  color  of  coal — jMira!  s he  gasps 


Who  will  reach  Alpine  first: 
you  on  foot,  or  him  on  wheels? 

But  you  re-cross  Market,  both 
of  you  boarding  the  bus — alive 

with  holiday  shoppers  coursing 
through  the  city,  the  three  of  us 

exchanging  phrases  the  short  ride 
together  and  I  almost  don’t  say  it 


her  left  hand  rapping  my  shoulder,  still  pointing  with  the  right  turning  to  him  anyway: 
as  the  torches,  How  are  you  feeling? 

from  one  juggler  to  the  other, 

You  smile  touching  my  sleeve. 

begin  to  fly  And  so  it’s  this.  This  is  what  stays, 


in  memory  of  my  mother  ( 1932- 1997)  what  sticks  to  me.  Gone 

sooner  than  we’d  expected: 

I  never  made  it  to  Alta  Bates. 
Afraid,  perhaps,  I’d  undo 

a  ride  on  Muni  one 
December  afternoon. 


Francisco  Aragon  was  born  and  raised  on  Fair  Oaks  Street.  His  travels  have  included  a  10-year  residency 
in  Spain.  Now  a  graduate  student  at  the  University  of  California  at  Davis,  he  is  completing  his  master’s  in  creative 
writing  and  finishing  his  first  full-length  book,  a  bilingual  collection  of  poems. 

Aragon’s  work  has  appeared  in  both  print  and  new  media.  He  is  the  author  of  “Light,  Yogurt,  Strawberry 
Milk”  ( Chicano  Chapbook  Series  #26,  edited  by  Gary  Soto),  and  his  poems  and  translations  have  appeared  in  vari¬ 
ous  journals,  including  Chelsea,  Luna,  ZYZZYVA,  and  Poetry  Flash.  His  work  will  appear  in  American  Diaspora: 
Poetry  of  Exile,  to  be  published  by  University  of  Iowa  Press  later  this  year. 

Aragon  also  has  published  poems  on  the  Web.  One  piece  lives  in  the  poetry  section  of  KONCH  Magazine 
(www.ishmaelreedpub.com),  a  site  edited  by  his  former  teacher,  the  novelist,  essayist,  and  poet  Ishmael  Reed.  Aragon 
also  has  three  poems  in  Jacket  (www.jacket.zip.com.au/welcome.htm),  edited  by  Australian  poet  John  Tranter. 

In  1999,  Francisco  Aragon  won  an  Academy  of  American  Poets  Prize.  Voice  readers  may  recall  his  poem 
“The  Last  Days  of  My  Visit,”  published  in  our  May  1997  issue.  Aragon  can  be  reached  at  fjaragon@ucdavis.edu. 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit 
fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for 
publication  on  The  Last  Page.  Please  mail 
manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,200  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or 
email  jaxvoice@aol.com.  Don’t  forget  to 
include  a  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you 
want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Dolores  Park,  2000  Photo  ^  charUs  Kennard 


